Message from the Head Teacher
Hello Parents and Carers,
The majority of children and staff have returned to school following the recent
upheaval that COVID19 has caused us. Thank you for being supportive in this
difficult time. I hope we will soon see an end to these disruptions however, we are
also planning for more challenging times after the Christmas holiday.
Google Classroom is available to children who are self-isolating and this will
continue. Children have logged on at school and have been shown how to
participate during lessons at school so we expect, technical problems aside, that
children will log on at home and continue with their learning. If you are having issues,
please email the year group leader or the school office.
A reminder that homework, set every Tuesday, can be accessed through the website
using this link: https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/curriculumoverview.
We ask that only one parent or carer are on site and as our paths are quite narrow,
we would appreciate no scooters and bikes at the moment. Pushchairs are ok, but
please keep your children with you and leave the site as quickly as you can. Please
continue to wear face coverings for your own and others protection and please allow
space to social distance.
A reminder, you can communicate with school in a variety of ways. You can email
the school – use office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk or telephone 0208 5706 826 or
use the Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns or issues
that you might have discussed at drop off or collection by the classroom door
previously. The Year Group Leader may answer directly via email or ask a class
teacher to phone you. Please be aware that staff are busy in class teaching and out
of class planning and therefore replies may be delayed.
Year Group Leader Emails:

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk

Children in need in November raised £780 – This is a huge achievement, well done
everyone and thank you.
I have been asked to publicise the Christmas Card competition from Hiyos, formerly
known as the Firstcare Practice in the Blenheim Centre.

And don’t forget:
December 11th is National Mountain Day and Wear your Christmas Jumper
Day, we will also be doing this on Thursday 17th December too.
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day#!
The winter solstice, (shortest day) is on December 21st
Christmas Day is on 25th December
We hope that you are able to enjoy your holiday and we look forward to seeing
you on Monday 4th January 2021.
Staff wish you a very Happy Christmas and a fantastic New Year
Thought for the week:
Hard times don’t create heroes. It is during the hard times when the hero
within us is revealed.
Question of the week:
What if there wasn’t any electricity?

Nursery - We have been focusing on the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears.
The children have listened to the story and acted it out, practising the skill of retelling
a story. The children have had lots of opportunities to explore with props from the
story, including tasting some porridge and sitting on the different sized chairs. We
have been planning Goldilocks’ route through the forest and have been using lots of
words to give her directions. In phonics the children have been working on their
listening skills. They have been listening to a range of sounds and describing what
they can hear and identifying what made the sound. We look forward to moving on to
our last bear story for this half term ‘Snow Bears’.
Please look out for the Nursery Homework for the Christmas break. We look forward
to reading your responses in January.

Reception - Our topic this half term ‘we’re going on a journey’ has taken our learning
all around the world. We have been learning about India, Australia, Africa and South
America. This week we have been learning about the Arctic and comparing and
contrasting it to the other areas that we have learnt about. We have learnt that the
Arctic is very cold and the children have engaged in activities that reflect their
learning.
Choosing painting as an activity Anya has used
her fine motor skills to paint a snowy picture.

Jai has used his fine motor skills to use scissors to cut
paper to make a snowflake. He was delighted at the
result of cutting the paper.

In maths we have continued to learn about 2D shapes. We have been detectives
looking for rectangles and squares in our environment, we have been creating
square and rectangle shapes and we have also been learning about the features that
are the same and features that are different between rectangles and squares.
Chikezie chose to explore a range of 2D shapes. He copied
a design of a train. He chose the shapes carefully and
named the shapes that he used.
With Christmas approaching, we have
been writing about Santa’s red hat. A
super sentence was written by Chinedu.

Year 1 have been learning about different types of poetry in their English lessons.
Last week they created some wonderful acrostic poems about their favourite
animals. The teachers were so impressed with their presentation skills.

In Maths, the children have been learning about place value. They have been
looking at ways to represent tens and ones with drawings.

In Science, the children have learnt about different groups of animals. We spent time
in class sorting the animals and discussing what features the animals have as well
as their similarities and differences.

We have been so impressed with the children’s learning this term, both at school and
at home. Well done for all your effort. You should be very proud.
Year 2: Leading up to the end of the year, we here in Year 2 have become some
fantastic scientists! We discovered that we could make water move from one cup to
another without touching or moving the cups. Here are some pictures to show you
this!

In English we have been working hard to create our own Paddington Bear stories
and are planning on turning these into actual little books for us to keep in class and
use in our book corner.
Mathematically we have been practicing our multiplication facts and have been
creating arrays to help us solve some tricky questions.
In Year 3:

Over the past week, Year 3 children have been working extremely hard, both online
and offline!

Landscapes and landmarks (English, Geography, Art, Computing)
In English, we have been analysing, planning, writing and editing information texts
about individual counties of the United Kingdom (U.K.). This task links to our
Geography topic about the U.K. To consolidate all of our learning so far, our
homework was to create a non-chronological report about a country of our choice
and present our work to our class. In addition to this, we created a piece of art
showing a famous landmark or a landscape scene from the country we chose. We
are extremely proud of our excellent work and enjoyed practising our public speaking
skills when presenting our reports and art work.

R.E.
In RE, we practised our researching and letter writing skills when we wrote a letter to
an alien called Nock to explain what Christmas is, why it is important to Christians
and how it is celebrated in different ways by us and by people all over the world. We
described some of our own family traditions around Christmas time.

Year 4 - We were delighted with the positive transition to learning at home last week,
with most children engaging with our adapted curriculum. Since our return, children
are making a lot of effort to ensure their knowledge and understanding is secure. In
Maths, children have completed a unit on measurement where they learnt how to
find out the perimeters of rectangles and rectilinear shapes. They are now revising
how to multiply and divide with multiples of 10.

Our topic theme for the Autumn Term, 'Frozen Kingdoms’ has moved from a
geographical study of the polar regions to a historical study of significant people. We
are learning about the historic explorations of Antarctica at the beginning of the 20th
Century and, in particular, about explorers such as Robert Falcon Scott, Ernest
Shackleton and Tom Crean. Children are considering the significance of these
individuals and how they contributed to national achievement. They also produced
some beautiful art on the theme of ‘exploration.’

Music, our specialist music teacher introduced the children to the music of Sibelius
and one of his most famous compositions, 'Finlandia.' Sibelius is known for writing
music which reflected his love for his country, Finland, which straddles the Arctic. In
our music lesson this week, the children have started to develop their own
compositions based on 'Finlandia.'
Children are also enjoying their gymnastics lessons in which they are revising
backwards rolls, different jumps and balances and are learning how to do
cartwheels. Outside PE lessons are focusing on developing throwing and catching
skills, important for team games such as cricket, rounders and netball or basketball.
Science lessons this half-term are about the digestive system. Children started with
a detailed study of the mouth and teeth and the human skeleton before moving on to
study how food moves through the body. They have produced clearly labelled
diagrams to complement their writing of information texts in English lessons.

Year 5

In Maths, we have been revising and extending our knowledge
of multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, 1000. We have been
using our knowledge of both place value and multiplication facts
to solve calculations. Furthermore, we have investigated and
solved problems involving square and cubed numbers.

English – Using our class text Journey to Jo’burg we have described one of the main
characters from the text (Naledi or Tiro), focusing on personality, body language and
their facial expressions to show not just tell the reader. Additionally, we used
descriptive skills, such as similes and metaphors to describe a setting from another
culture.

Science – In science, Year 5 have been learning about
‘Living things in their habitat.’ So far, we have delved into
the workings of a flower and how they are pollinated, we
discussed and presented our findings on the advantages
and disadvantages of pollination by wind and by insects.
We have also looked at the interesting life and career of
Jane Goodall and how her research
has helped animals.

Art – we have looked at South African artists such as Joel
Ngoko and have discussed textures, materials, colours and
our thought and feelings of the paintings.

In PE we have developed our skills required in the game of
rugby; such as our passing techniques and special awareness
when passing backwards to our teammate.

In music, we have learnt musical vocabulary
such as ostinato and have listened to music by
the composer Steve Reich and have been trying
to re-create ostinato in the style of his music.

Year 6 - In Maths this week, we continued working on fractions; looking into
multiplying fractions and integers. In English, the children practised using direct
speech to create dialogue and also started writing their historical narratives based on
their knowledge of the Victorian era. In Geography, they explored and identified the
extent of the British Empire – identifying which countries were colonised during the
17th and 18th century. In Science, children researched human intervention in crossbreeding where they conducted some wonderful discussions, exploring the
disadvantages and advantages. In the lead up to Christmas, each class has been
exploring how it is celebrated around the world; 6C focused on Spain, 6NC looked
into France and 6K researched the USA. The children created some amazing
posters, PowerPoints and advent calendars to show what they discovered.

There has been lots of learning both at
school and at home this term. Lots of
challenges and fun too.
I hope the term went well for you with some challenge but also things that you found
easier. Keep reading over the holiday and doing your homework!

At the weekend do some reading, relax, rest, recover and we will do much
more next term. What learning do you remember from this term?

