Message from the Head Teacher
Hello Parents and Carers,
It has been lovely to see the school full of children once more. The children have
returned with lots of enthusiasm, wanting to talk to their friends, classmates and
teachers and have settled back into their familiar school routines. Over the next few
weeks, we want to provide opportunities for the children to work collaboratively, share
their ideas and concerns and be confident to express these. We will be focussing on
wellbeing and re-engagement in learning at school.
There will be children, parents and staff who are anxious about the return to school
which is understandable and we will be working to support everyone to share their
thoughts and emotions so that we can again return to making learning fun and help
everyone to make progress.
Google Classroom is available to children who are self-isolating and this will continue.
We aim to run clubs in the summer term, more information about this will be provided in
the coming weeks.
You can catch up with what the children are doing in school by using the weekly
overviews which can be found on the website. They are set every Tuesday, can be
accessed through this link:
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/curriculum-overview
It is really important that we continue with social distancing rules and face coverings.
Our new collection procedures reduce the numbers of parents on site at any one time,
helping to keep infection rates as low as possible.
We ask that only one parent or carer are on site and as our paths are quite narrow we
would appreciate no scooters and bikes at the moment. Pushchairs are ok, but please
keep your children with you and leave the site as quickly as you can. Please continue
to wear face coverings for your own and others protection and please allow space to
social distance.
The last day of this term will be Wednesday 31st March. This will be a normal day with
the current collection times and not a half day.
A reminder, you can communicate with school in a variety of ways. You can email the
school – use office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk or telephone 0208 5706 826 or use
the Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns or issues that
you might have discussed at drop off or collection by the classroom door previously.
The Year Group Leader may answer directly via email or ask a class teacher to phone
you. Please be aware that staff are busy in class teaching and out of class planning
and therefore replies may be delayed.

Year Group Leader Emails:

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Thank you for your Red Nose Day contributions. These will certainly help benefit
children and families that have been affected during COVID-19.

And don’t forget:
Today is Red Nose Day – lots of activities planned at school and nationally.
Thought for the week:
Through kindness, through affection, through honesty, through truth and justice
towards all others, we benefit ourselves as well.
Question of the week:
Does expecting the unexpected make the unexpected the expected?
Nursery - The children have quickly settled back into our Nursery routines and are
happily exploring and learning in our inside and outdoor areas. This half term our topic
is people who help us. The children have especially enjoyed playing in our hospital and
vets role play areas.

Reception - We have been extremely proud of how the Reception children have
returned to school. It has been wonderful to see the excited children laughing and
chattering with each other and engaging in the environment enjoying their learning.

Our topic this half term is fantasy stories and we have focused on two Julia Donaldson
books ‘Zog’ and ‘Room on a Broom’. We have worked together to create story maps
helping us retell the stories. We have talked about the characters in the books, the way
they looked and how they acted. The children have worked hard to use their phonic
knowledge to write labels, speech bubbles and lists based on these story books.
The children have been playing games in maths. Lara enjoyed rolling a dice and

matching objects onto the 10 frame.

Colin enjoys dressing up as a witch following
listening to the story ‘Room on a Broom’.

Dhiren and Afra engage in drawing and chatting to each other about their pictures.

Angelina and Sara play together using
their imagination whilst playing with
the castle.

Keep up the good work
Reception, you have been
superstars.

Year 1
Year 1 have come back to school full of energy and enthusiasm. They have been
enjoying their new topic ‘Springing into Life’.
In English the children have been creating poems using onomatopoeia words. They
wrote brilliantly funny poems about animals on a farm mixing up their noises. Some
brave children chose to read their poems aloud to their classes. They should be very
proud of themselves.

The children have produced some excellent artwork during
their art lessons. They showed lots of focus whilst drawing
an owl using a step by step guide. They also enjoyed a
Lichtenstein inspired art lesson where they created
onomatopoeia art. These are now lining our corridor
bringing such wonderful colour and brightness to all who
walk past. Well done!

In maths, the children have been learning all about
measurement and have looked at scales, rulers, and all
the different objects we can measure volume with.
In their Science lessons, they are learning all about the seasons and how day and night
occur. The children are learning lots of new vocabulary to become super scientists.
Super effort Year 1 – it is so lovely to see your happy faces back in the classroom!
Year 2: Since our return we have been diving straight into our learning here in Year 2.
In Maths we have been learning about splitting shapes and amounts into different
fractions, showing a great understanding to the groups being equal, because if they are
not then it's not fair! So far we have looked at using halves and quarters and will begin
to look at finding thirds of amounts soon. Please ask us about these, especially about
what numerators and denominators are.
In writing we have begun our brand new story, The Tin Forest! In this story we have
learnt about a kind, helpful old man who lives in a house. Sadly, his village is full of
nasty people who dump their garbage on his garden every single night, so the old man
spends all day sifting, sorting, burying and burning the garbage, until one night where
he makes a wish! To help the old man we have learnt about recycling and have
designed our own posters for this.

Finally, we have continued learning
about Australia and New Zealand.
During art we were lucky to get the
opportunity to use watercolours to
create a landscape painting of Uluru.

In Year 3: The children of Year 3 have been working extremely hard since their return to
school last week. They have enjoyed catching up with friends and getting back into the
school routine.

History - We said ‘Goodbye’ to our Egyptian history topic by creating some wonderful
Egyptian artefacts at home.

Maths – We have completed our unit on measuring length and perimeter and have just
started a short unit about interpreting data and statistics. So far, we have interpreted
and created tally charts and pictograms (using multiples of 2, 5 or 10).

Science – We have been learning about the parts of plants and their functions as
well as thinking about what plants need to grow and survive. To help us see the
development from a seed to a plant over time, we planted some bean and flower
seeds. We are using our predicting, observing and data collection skills while
growing our plants!

Mother’s Day – We used our creative skills to make cards and gifts for our
mothers and other special women in our lives.

Year 4 - We were delighted to welcome Year 4 children back to their classrooms. They
have enjoyed catching up with friends and are settling back into school routines and
learning.

English
Our focus in English is persuasive writing. We have looked at different types of
persuasive writing such as advertisements, letters and election speeches. Children
have used debating to persuade each other of their point of view.

4C children find the emotional
language in a text about why rats
are misunderstood.

Identifying points, evidence and
elaboration for a persuasive
letter.

We have identified vocabulary and grammatical features, such as transitional phrases,
useful for persuasive writing and have practised writing plans and persuasive letters
together. Children are now writing their own persuasive letters based on the story of the
‘Billy Goats Gruff.’ Will the Goats or the Trolls get their way?!

Children debate whether the Goats should be allowed to build a bridge
or whether the Trolls should be allowed to keep their home without a
bridge on top of it.

Maths
In Maths, we have continued to learn about fractions. Children have been adding and
subtracting fractions with the same denominator, identifying equivalent fractions, finding
fractions of an amount, calculating quantities and recognising tenths and hundredths of
an amount. They are now learning how to identify tenths and hundredths as decimals.

Children test their knowledge of fractions by playing a fractions board game.

Using cubes and counters to solve
fraction calculations.

Fraction problems made up by
4MC children.

Topic
We continue with our topic of ‘The Orient Express’ which, this half-term, focusses on
the geography of China. This week, they have learnt about manufacturing in China and
considered why so many of the products we buy are made there.

Children produced beautiful
covers for their Topic books with
images of China. These are by 4M
children.

‘Phone a friend’- explaining why so
many goods are manufactured in
China.

Year 5 - A huge welcome back and well done to the whole of year 5 on their return
to Spring 2.
Maths – In Maths this week, we have been continuing our learning about
fractions. We have revised terminology for parts of the fraction, adding and
subtracting.

English – In English, we have been using our class novel ‘Viking
Boy’ by Tony Bradman to inspire our writing, focusing on sentence
structure and dialogue. We created a poster of grammar and
punctuation to help consolidate our learning.

History – In history, we have created a timeline about our period of history – the
Vikings. We also compared and placed other periods of history, using our prior
historical knowledge. Using our own research, we created a poster, introducing who
they were, where they came from and why they arrived in Britain.

Year 6 - It has been great to see all the students return to school for the final weeks of
Spring term with smiles on their faces and a positive attitude ready to learn. They have
settled back in well to regular classroom learning and being able to see their fellow
classmates everyday.
In Maths, we have been exploring ratio and scale factors and deconstructing the
language and structural features of newspapers in English. We have also been
identifying the difference between direct and indirect speech and applying this within
our writing.
Students have been investigating reflection in Science by using torches and mirrors to
identify how light travels in straight lines and bounces off certain objects. We explored
which countries were involved in World War 2 and identified whether they belonged to
the Axis Powers or Allies by representing this on a world map.
In RE, we reflected on the commitment Sikhs make to their religion and the varying
commitments we have in our own lives. We also looked at trade and how it has
changed since the Stone Age, including the affect of globalisation in PSHE.

There has been lots of fun and learning since we came back on the 8th March at
school and at home this term. We know the children are pleased to be at school.
Thank you, parents and carers, for all that you have done since January.

At the weekend do some reading, relax, rest, recover and we will do much
more in the coming week. What learning do you remember from this term?

