
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 
 
As we move closer to the half term break, it’s a good time to reflect on how much progress has 
been made so far this year.  With half a term to go, what sort of year have you and your children 
had?  What has been successful and what is still left to achieve? 
 
A group of Y5 children had a fantastic time at St. Marys University looking at STEM subjects, that 
is science, technology, engineering and maths. Our thanks to the parent who organised this 
opportunity.  We will be adding this event to our list of regular activities.  
 
The Arbor App is working well.  Thank you parents for moving so quickly and efficiently to using 
the App.  If and when issues arise, please contact the school office.  
 
As we are starting to experience warmer weather, please ensure children wear hats and leave 

coat/jumpers at home.  Personal fans are not necessary and are liable to get lost, broken or 

stolen, please leave these at home. Children always have access to water but please make sure 

they have a water bottle with them. Sunglasses are also not necessary.  Please make sure all 

items of clothing are named.  

 

When entering the school site, please walk on the left and use the appropriate entrance and exit.  

Please leave the site promptly.   

 

A reminder that you can email the school office via this email address. or Year Group Leaders 

office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk. 
 

You may sometimes want to discuss concerns and issues with class teachers.  You can email 
using office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  or telephone on 020 8570 6826. 
Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns:  
 

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 

Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

And don’t forget: 
       
In April, we have… 

May – Mental Health Awareness Month 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/our-work/public-engagement/mental-health-awareness-

week 
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National Walking Month 
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/get-involved/national-walking-month/ 

 
Share a Story Month 

https://fcbg.org.uk/nssm/ 
 

22nd May – International Day for Biological Diversity 
https://www.un.org/en/observances/biological-diversity-day 

 
 

Thought for the week:    
 

Don’t let yesterday take up too much of today. 
 

Question of the week: 
 

If you could instantly master any musical instrument, what would it be? 
 

Nursery – We have had a busy week consolidating our learning about farm animals. After talking 

about gentle and kind hands the children all held a chick. They used lots of describing words to 
talk about how it looked and felt. The farm also visited us bringing 8 different kinds of farm animals. 
Jabali the black labrador was very popular with the children as were the lionhead rabbits. We 
hope your child enjoyed telling you all about the animals that visited us. In Phonics, we have been 
focused on the ‘m’ sound, the children enjoyed making messy monsters. Our focus in maths has 
been on sharing quantities. The children shared a group of toy ducks out into two ponds equally.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception – We have had some very special feathery visitors over the past two weeks. Ten 

eggs arrived in class and, one by one, they have slowly hatched into adorable chicks! The children 

have loved watching the eggs crack and seeing the chicks emerge.  
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The children have produced some wonderful writing in their Chick Diaries, carefully documenting 

the daily events and changes they observed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

In Maths, the children have been learning about odd and even numbers, applying their knowledge 

confidently both inside and outside the classroom through a range of practical activities. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

There have also been lots of opportunities for the children to showcase their creativity and artistic 

talents. Here are some fantastic pieces of artwork from across the year group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 - In English, we have been working hard on newspaper report writing and thinking about 

the features of a newspaper report and the layout. We wrote our own reports about Mary Anning 
as this linked well with our history learning about her.  
 
As well as this, we have tried hard to continue using our neatest handwriting, capital letters, full 
stops and finger spaces. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Maths, we have been working on fractions, particularly looking at halves and quarters. We have 
compared the parts we need to split shapes and amounts into halves and quarters.  
 
We have done this through practical investigations as well as through reasoning and problem-
solving tasks.  
 
We have used different objects and drawings such as part whole models, tens frames, counters, 
cubes and counting objects. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In History we have finished our new topic on dinosaurs and the history of dinosaurs and how they 
lived. We have found out about Mary Anning and her work on fossils and how this has been vital 
in our understanding of the past and the time of the dinosaurs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We took a trip to the Natural History Museum at the beginning of the half term. We had a brilliant 
time looking at all the fossils,the bones of the dinosaurs and exploring the story of Sophie the 
Stegosaurus. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 2 – In English, we have been learning about Fairy Tales, and we have  

been focusing on Jack and The Beanstalk.  The children enjoyed working in  

small groups to retell the story. They thought about what actions they needed  

to show the different emotions from the mother’s disappointment at Jack  

selling their cow for beans and Jacks excitement for receiving the magic beans. 

They were able to not only act out the different scenes but have also started to 

use their voices to accompany the story they want to tell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, we have been learning about measure. We have been exploring and measuring 

different items found within our classroom. We enjoyed using our rulers and meter sticks to 

measure different objects accurately using cm and m.  We explored the importance of starting at 

zero on the ruler, holding it tightly so that it did not move and getting down to the level we are 

measuring the item from to ensure our measurement is accurate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Reading, we have been looking at the reading strategy identifying important words and 

phrases. The children enjoyed reading the different Dinosaur fact files and locating important 

information within the text. They had to locate the name of the dinosaur, its appearance, its diet 

and information about the habitat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Science, we have been investigating how plants grow. First, we explored what seeds are and 

the different ways seeds can be dispersed. We then moved on to investigating the best conditions 

for our water cress seeds to grow in. We carried out an experiment to see which conditions would 

make our plants grow the best. We planted some seeds and as a fair test we used the same 

amount of seeds, soil and water. We labelled our pots and put them in different growing 

conditions, such as; in the dark, on the radiator, outside, no water and with water. We then 

observed and recorded our findings each day. We concluded that our cress seeds grew the best 

when they had the right amount of sunlight and water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 – For maths, we have been working on Shapes. We first recapped 2D shapes and their 

properties. Next, we explored turns and angles in a shape. We then moved onto recognising right 
angles in a shape and comparing different angles such as, acute and obtuse angles in a shape.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We have been learning all about Plants in Science. The children have learnt how they grow, 
survive, and reproduce. They explored the different parts of a plant, such as roots, stems, leaves, 
and flowers, and discovered the important jobs each part of a plant does. The children also 
investigated what plants need to stay healthy, including water, sunlight, air, and nutrients from the 
soil. Through experiments and observations, the children have developed a better understanding 
of the life cycle of plants and the role plants play in our environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Art, the children have been exploring the fascinating world of Ancient Greek pottery. They have 
learnt about vases, shapes and various uses of Greek pots, such as Amphorae (tall, wide necked 
with two handles) and other vases. The children also enjoyed studying and investigating the 
patterns and stories painted on them. Using clay and paint, the children designed and created 
their own pottery inspired by traditional Greek styles. They carefully added geometric patterns, 
mythical creatures, and scenes from everyday life to make their work authentic and creative. 
Through this project, the children developed their artistic skills while learning about the culture 
and history of Ancient Greece. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    



Year 3 had an exciting trip to Ufton Court to learn all about the Ancient Greeks. During the day, 
we dressed up in Greek costumes, explored Greek artefacts and took part in fun activities like 
drama and games. We discovered what life was like in Ancient Greece and learnt about famous 
gods, nutrition and the Olympic Games. Everyone enjoyed the hands-on experience and it helped 
us understand our history topic in a fun and memorable way. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 - Joining thousands of schools across the country that were undertaking the challenge, 

many Year 4 children completed a 2 mile ‘Mini London Marathon’ by running, jogging or walking 

their way around the course set up in the school playground, by the school’s sports leaders. We 

were very impressed by the children’s stamina, resilience and determination to complete the 

course. Well done everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 4 children took part in Roman Day workshop to celebrate and consolidate their learning 

so far and enrich and develop it further. They took part in numerous activities that extended and 

brought their learning to life! It was a fantastic opportunity for the children to learn about life in this 

time and get hands on experience of primary sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We transferred the knowledge we’d gained from the Roman Day workshop to our work in class 

by creating posters which gave many reasons for the Romans’ decision to invade the territory of 

the Britons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We completed our Roman-inspired mosaics by adding grout  

and leaving it to dry. Here is a selection of 4S’s marvellous  

mosaics! 

  

  

 

 

  

 

We continue to practise our times tables in varied ways every week, aiming for quick recall of 

multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12. One of our favourite activities was working in pairs 

to play a variety of times tables board games! 

         
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 – We thoroughly enjoyed our visit to Hampton Court Palace and gardens to learn more 

about the Tudors. We visited the Tudor kitchen, Henry’s apartment and took part in workshops 

about life during the era. We were in awe of the entire place, especially as it was built a long time 

ago without modern technology 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been developing our bowling and batting skills along with our throwing and catching 

skills as we enjoy our Rounders unit in PE. As well as the physical skills needed to participate 

fully in the game, we have focused on working co-operatively with others to manage our games 

independently and understanding the need for tactics and how to use them in different situations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Art, we applied our observational drawing skills to draw various houses from photos. We 

roughly measured the features to help work out the right proportion, looked closely to ensure that 

our drawings were detailed and accurate. We also evaluated our drawings as we worked, making 

adjustments if needed. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been exploring OS maps to help us understand more about our local area. We applied 

our knowledge of coordinates from our Maths lessons to interpret 6-figure grid reference numbers. 

The symbols used on OS maps helped us identify human and physical features found in 

Hounslow. 

 

Earlier this week, a group of children travelled to St. Mary’s University to represent Alexandra at 

‘The Great Science Share’. Led around campus by student ambassadors, the children have 

reported the trip as being inspirational and that they are considering a career in science, as a 

result. Rosna from 5C said, “It was great to interact with children from other schools and share 

our experience with them. We also got to meet scientists from the National Physics Laboratory 

and learned about their jobs”. Amrita (5C) and Colin (5R) agreed, stating that “It was really 

interesting, especially the wind-turbine experiment.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Year 6 – We are incredibly proud of the children in the year group and how well they conducted 

themselves during the SATS tests.  There was a calm and focused atmosphere in the year group 
and every child felt that they did their best, which is the most important thing.  It was so lovely 
seeing the children enjoying some food and conversation with their friends during the breakfast 
club.  They all deserve a relaxing break, ready to return for their final half term at APS.  
 
Children have been learning about the circulatory and digestive systems this term and this week 
we explored the components of blood.  Children created their own “blood in a bottle” using cereal 
hoops and red food colouring to represent red blood cells, raisins to represent platelets, rice to 
represent white blood cells and yellow food colouring and water to represent plasma.  We are 
now able to explain the different functions that each of these components have and how important 
they are in keeping us healthy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children have really enjoyed our learning about World War II and  
have been learning all about how the government used propaganda  
posters to spread important messages about keeping the country  
safe during this time.  We also had a visit from the History Man,  
where we able to interact with a range of primary sources from  
the era and learnt so many amazing new facts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DT 
In DT this term, children have been learning all about rationing and the impact that it had on the 
daily lives and diets of the population during World War II.  Children followed an original WW2 
recipe for carrot cookies, where the carrots were used as a substitute for sugar and enjoyed 
sampling the results!   
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
Parents, we are please to advertise the Short Breaks for Disabled Children information – see 
May Half Term 2026 newsletter from the London Borough of Hounslow 
 
 
At APS we talk about the values that underpin our school aims. Children at Alexandra aspire to 
be successful learners who enjoy learning through demonstrating the following values:  

 

Responsibility 

 
Alexandra children, staff, parents and carers learn that responsibility is doing your share. We 
carry out our duties with integrity. We accept what is required and carry out the task to the best 
of our ability. We know that responsibility lies at home, school and in our world. We know that 
along with rights there are responsibilities. 

 
What have you learned this half term? 

 
What have you read that made you laugh out loud? 

 
What have you read that changed your point of view? 

 
What did you read last and would you recommend it? 

 

        

        

 
 

 

       


