Message from the Head Teacher
Hello Parents and Carers,
I hope that you are well and have had a good break. This term has started well, with
children returning with lots of enthusiasm. We look forward to lots of fun and exciting
activities with the children.
We have not made any changes to drop off and collection times, which are published
on our website. As we move further along the Governments road map through
lockdown, we will review our procedures. Please be mindful of our expectations to
keep everyone as safe as possible, these include face coverings, keeping your
distance, good hand and respiratory hygiene. It is tempting to think that the pandemic
is over, infection rates are reducing which is great, however we all still need to be
vigilant and protect each other.
Please continue to watch out for signs and symptoms, again these are on our website.
Bubbles will be closed if necessary. Free home testing kits can really help too,
alongside having your vaccinations.
We know that parents are as concerned as we are about children’s learning. It just
won’t be possible to teach everything in one term, so we are working with staff to look at
the key learning that children will need to prepare them for next year. You have done
an amazing job with lock down learning and now we have returned to face to face
teaching, we plan to help children make even more progress.
Children are resilient and become more resilient if treated with respect, are listened to
and given the chance to use their imaginations, to make connections and find their feet.
We aim to balance the need to support children’s well-being with developing their
academic skills and knowledge. More information can be found on the school website.
We have places still in some of our before and after school clubs. Contact the office
should you want more information.
Children need to attend school in uniform, including black shoes. PE kits can be worn
on PE days and on the days they do a morning or after school club.
A reminder that we do have some children with severe nut allergies, so do look at lunch
box items to make sure they are nut free.
Unfortunately, school will be used as a polling station on Thursday 6th May. We have
looked into how we could accommodate this having children on site, however for
safeguarding reasons we are unable to keep the school open. Remote learning will
happen via Google Classroom.

You can catch up with what the children are doing in school by using the weekly
overviews which can be found on the website. They are set every Tuesday, and can be
accessed through this link:
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/curriculum-overview
We still ask that only one parent or carer are on site and as our paths are quite narrow
we would appreciate no scooters and bikes at the moment. Pushchairs are ok, but
please keep your children with you and leave the site as quickly as you can.
You can continue to communicate with school in a variety of ways. You can email the
school – use office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk or telephone 0208 5706 826 or use
the Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns or issues that
you might have discussed at drop off or collection by the classroom door previously.
The Year Group Leader may answer directly via email or ask a class teacher to phone
you. Please be aware that staff are busy in class teaching and out of class planning
and therefore replies may be delayed.
Year Group Leader Emails:

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
And don’t forget:
Today is St Georges Day, a day to put others first.
There is also the legend of a dragon!
Today is also World Book and Copyright Day http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-andcelebrations/celebrations/international-days/world-book-and-copyright-day-2014

Thought for the week:
Every next level of your life will demand a different version of you.
Question of the week:
Who put the alphabet in alphabetical order?

Nursery - The children have been very excited about our new
topic on farm animals. Thank you very much for all of the amazing
contributions and photographs that you have sent to us. All of the
work done at home is up on our display so that the children can
share their achievements.
There are so many great stories
about farm animals and we have
shared lots already this week. Next
week we will be focusing on Noisy
Farm.

As the weather starts to warm up the children often
choose to spend more time learning outside. This week
they have been enjoying painting and colour mixing,
digging and role playing in the sand and mud area and
playing in the role play farm shop.
Reception – The children have been delighted to see
their friends again after the
Easter break and have
settled really quickly back to
socialising, learning and
having fun. This week we
have started to learn about
eggs. The children have
been finding out about many
of the animals that hatch
from eggs and have used
their phonic knowledge to
sound out each word before
they wrote them. They have
tried hard to use the
phonemes and digraphs in their writing.
The children have also explored eggs. They were amazed to see an ostrich egg and
realise that eggs are of different sizes. Many children said “WOW” and “it’s amazing”
when the saw the ostrich egg and compared it to a hen’s egg.

The children also learnt about chicken’s eggs. We looked at an
egg and described what we saw, we cracked the egg open and
talked about what was inside the egg and then we found out
lots of facts about eggs. Later we talked about what the
children knew about a chicken egg and here are some of their
ideas.

We also talked about our
favourite way of eating
eggs. The most popular
way was to eat scrambled
eggs. Dhiren said he
particularly liked
scrambled egg with onion.
The children also created
some egg art work using
their cutting skills, collage
and drawing.

Year 1 – The children have come back to school full of energy and enthusiasm and
everyone is very excited about the new topic – Dinosaurs!
This week in English, the children have started looking at the story ‘Harry and the
Bucketful of Dinosaurs’. They have been doing some excellent acting to help them
remember the story.

In Maths, we have been working on our counting skills. The children have been
counting forwards and backwards as well as finding missing numbers. They have
worked very hard on this. We have started a new topic in Science which is all about
animals and their diets. This week the children have been sharing what they already
know and what they are interested to find out this term. Have a look at some of their
fantastic mind maps!
In History, the children have started learning about all the
different types of dinosaurs. They designed their own
posters with what they learnt during the lesson.

During Computing lessons, we have been researching facts about dinosaurs and
writing down the best facts. We will use these facts to type up our own fact files about
dinosaurs over the next few weeks.

Year 2: We have hit the ground running from day one and are working hard in our
lessons. In Maths we are recapping our knowledge of place value and partitioning and
are experimenting with the partitioning of 2-digit numbers
into a wide range of combinations. Here you can see
Sandra hard at work making no less than 6 different
combinations!
In writing we have started our new topic of traditional
tales and have begun with Jack and the Beanstalk. We
have learnt about what makes a traditional tale and what
features are commonly found in stories of this type. We
are learning
about using
expanded
noun phrases
to describe the
different
sentences and
then using conjunctions to link our ideas
together.
In other news, we are practicing our
sketching skills in Art and Science and will look forward to applying these to create
pencil sketched still-life portraits. These portraits will be of some different plants and in
Science we have been learning about how to identify the different parts of the plant and
the jobs that each part does.
In Year 3: The children were kept busy with their Science project over the Spring
holidays. They did a great job caring for their growing plants, making observations
about what was happening and recording their findings!

In preparation for our new topic, ‘Eureka! The Ancient Greeks’, the children considered
what they already knew about Ancient Greek civilization and culture. They recorded
their ideas on a KWL grid before generating questions that they wanted to answer as
we explore the topic over the coming term.

In our first Music lesson this term, we were introduced to a
piece of music by Benjamin Britten called ‘Storm Interlude’.
While we listened to the music, we used our imagination to
create pictures in our mind and shared our ideas. We also
discussed what we know about Greek sea gods and some
of the myths involving stories of the sea.

So far, we have read two myths about King Midas and one myth about Icarus flying too
close to the sun. We practised summarising the stories orally and in writing. This helped
us to retell the story to our partner. When retelling the story, we had to remember to
structure the story well and to use interesting language, a good pace and lots of
expression.

Year 4: Our topic for this half-term is ‘Romans on the Rampage’ and children returned
to school with wonderful examples of what they had found out about Roman culture and
civilisation during the Easter holiday.
There were drawings and painting, presentations, posters and even 3-D models! Thank
you to all the children for creating such lovely work - and to their parents/carers for
supporting them. Here are some examples.

English
Our new class text is ‘Escape from Pompei,’ which tells the story of two children from
Pompei in CE (AD) 79 who managed to escape as the volcano erupted.

In order to find out more about the context of the story, children worked together to find
out about life in the Roman Empire. They looked for clues in images and used ipads to
fact-check before recording their findings.

While reading the story, they have made
connections to other books they have read and
to their own knowledge and experiences.
They have examined and learnt new
vocabulary and identified the features of the
text.

Our Topic work began with children recalling what they already knew about the Romans
and identifying questions they would like to find out the answers to. They learnt who
the Romans were and about the extent of their Empire. They labelled a map to show
the Roman Empire as it was by 43 AD (the invasion of Britain) and made a timeline of
key events.
Mosaics were used extensively in ancient Rome and,
in Art, we will be designing and making our own
mosaics based on examples made by the Romans.
After learning more about how mosaics are made and
used, children made a simple version using paper.

Maths
Building on from their learning about fractions before the holiday, the focus is now on
decimals. Here, children are checking their understanding of fractions and decimals
while playing a game in pairs. They have revised number bonds to 10 and 100 to help
them in adding and subtracting numbers up to two decimal places.

Year 5 have begun the summer term with a spring in their step and have shown
willingness and eagerness to learn.
Maths this week, we have consolidated our learning of fractions, percentages and
decimals. We have learnt how to find equivalent fractions and percentages. We also
looked to understand percentages and how they are used in everyday life.
English - In English, we have started reading our new text ‘The
Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes. We have immersed ourselves in
the poem by using our inference and prediction skills at the start
of the week. We used images to place the poem in chronological
order. We have identified the poetic features of the poem and
defined the unfamiliar vocabulary by looking at images and
reading around the text.

Art – In art we have looked at using focal point
drawing and perspective drawing. Here is an
example of our work which we were able to do by
following an artist’s instructions.

Science – In science we have started our new topic of properties and changes of
materials. We discussed our new vocabulary for the topic and applied this knowledge to
find these properties in our everyday life.

Year 6: The children returned from a well-deserved and relaxing break ready to begin
their final term at APS. We have continued our learning on World War 2, by focusing on
the life of Anne Frank and the atrocities of the Holocaust.
In Science, the children explored the parts and function of the circulatory system and
looked at the human heart in great detail.

In English, we used the story of Rose Blanche - a young German girl living in Nazi
Germany - to construct a descriptive paragraph by using the senses.

The children have been exploring line graphs
this week in Maths; using them to solve
problems and drawing their own. We have
also looked at circles and how to calculate
the radius and diameter. The students have
begun practising their striking and fielding
skills in PE this week and applied them to the
game of cricket.

In PSHE, students created a poster to
depict what makes them unique.

A fun packed week with lots of learning.

At the weekend do some reading, relax, rest, recover and we will do much
more in the coming weeks. What learning do you remember from this week?

