
 

 

 

  
 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 
 
A huge well done to everyone as we are nearing the end of the first part of the 
autumn term.  Children, staff and parents have worked really hard and I know that 
these current restrictions have been difficult to adapt to.  However, everyone has 
demonstrated our values and shown true teamwork.  Thanks to everyone for a really 
good half term under challenging circumstances. 
 
Every day present new challenges, special mention goes to the children in 1JB who 
were really sensible and have been working hard at home.  We look forward to 
seeing them back at school after half term. 
 
A reminder that school is closed on Friday 23rd October for staff training and half 
term holiday follows.  School will reopen on Monday 2nd November. 
 
It has been lovely to see the work from children this half term and good to get back 
into the good habits of reading and homework.  
 
We are conscious that children will have ongoing concerns and questions and so in 
response we plan to look at how we can further support wellbeing at school. 
 
School has set up and is using Google Classroom.  Children who are self-isolating 
have been participating in daily lessons, they can see messages that we post and 
view our online assemblies.  These are pre-recorded and the class teacher can 
monitor work.  We hope to begin to use google classroom for homework too in the 
near future.   
 
A reminder that homework can be accessed through the website using this link: 
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/curriculum-overview. 
 
School has bought into a new package called National Online Safety (NOS). This 
offers a range of online training for all staff in school and helpfully provides parents 
with useful information and a range of webinars and parent guides for social media 
use with children. Please click on the link to register for access. 
http://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/alexandra-primary-school-1. 
 
We ask that only one parent or carer are on site and as our paths are quite narrow, 
we would appreciate no scooters and bikes at the moment.  Pushchairs are ok, but 
please keep your children with you and leave the site as quickly as you can.  Please 
continue to wear face coverings for your own and others protection. 
 
Parents have been using the year group leader emails to discuss concerns or 
issues.  A reminder, you can communicate with school in a variety of ways. You can 
email the school – use office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk or telephone 0208 5706 
826 or use the Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns or 
issues that you might have discussed at drop off or collection by the classroom door 
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previously.  The Year Group Leader may answer directly via email or ask a class 
teacher to phone you.  Please be aware that staff are busy in class teaching and out 
of class planning and therefore replies may be delayed. 
 
Year Group Leader Emails: 
 

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  
Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  
Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

Year 6 parents, please remember to complete your secondary transfer applications 
online by 31st October.  A link from our website can be found at: 
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/news 

Parents will have received information regarding the Flu immunisation programme 
for school.  Please complete the online permission sent by the NHS Immunisation 
team.  Our date is Thursday 5th November.  

After half term we usually sell poppies from the British Legion Poppy Appeal to raise 
money for them and commemorate Armistice Day on November 11th.  Please 
purchase your poppy directly from www.poppyshop.org.uk this year and wear it 
proudly.  

And don’t forget: 

October is Black History Month 

24th October is United Nations Day 

30th October – British Summertime ends, clocks go back one hour. 

31st October is Halloween 

Thought for the week:  

“You must be bold,  
brave and courageous, 

and find a way 
to get in the way.” 

~ U.S. Representative John Lewis 

 

Question of the week: 

Would you rather be the sun or the moon? Why? 
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Nursery - The children have continued to get to know the routines of Nursery. They 
have been introduced to our gold, green and red behaviour chart. Children who 
move to gold for excellent choices will be praised and have the 'well done' song sang 
to them before home time. Some children will also receive a certificate at the end of 
each week. The children have all been trying hard to follow the Nursery rules. We 
have now introduced the children bringing home two story books every Friday. 
Please return these books on a Tuesday. Children need to have their book bag in 
school on a Friday to receive their new books. The children love story time at school 
and we hope you enjoy sharing these books together at home. The children have 
become confident at singing a range of nursery rhymes. We have introduced musical 
instruments and the children have enjoyed exploring the different sounds. Please 
look at the Nursery Learning section on our school website for some half term 
holiday home learning ideas. This learning is focused around looking at baby photos 
and talking about growing up. 

The children in Reception have been creative this week. The focus of their topic 
learning has revolved around learning about the changes that happen during the 
season of Autumn.  

They have been learning the song ‘Autumn leaves 
are falling’ and doing actions as they sing. They have 
also been exploring and talking about the different 
colours and sizes of leaves whilst collecting leaves in 
the playground. 
The children have 
created different 
types of art work 
using printing as a 
stimulus.  

 

The children have used their hands and fingers 
as well as natural resources such as different 
shaped leaves and pine cones to create their 
pictures. 

 

Anaya, Sebastian and Sikandar engaged in their 
learning.    

In phonics, the children are given opportunities to read 
and write words every day using the sounds that they 
have learnt. 

In maths, the children have been focussing upon 
learning about the numbers 1, 2 and 3. They have been 
practising instant recall of the numbers using their 
fingers in different ways and to represent the numbers 
using a variety of resources.        



 Year 1 have been working very hard this week. In English, they have been 
designing their own pancakes and writing recipes. They look delicious!  

 
Pancake Designs 
 
In Maths, 
the children have continued to practise adding more. They have shown lots of 
focus and clear working out. Well done.  
 
This week in Art, Year 1 have been 
learning about the artist Yayoi Kusama. She used dots to create wonderfully 
different artwork. The children loved being able to paint a self-portrait in such 
an unusual way. We hope you enjoy looking at them. 

 
 
Year 1 self-portraits inspired by Yayoi Kusama 
 

Year 2:  

Year 2 have been working incredibly hard in creating some amazing extended noun 
phrases, here are some:  

          A gigantic, beautiful castle is covered in red, sparkly decorations.  
          A beautiful view in the sky with kind, helpful children in the wonderful,     
          enormous city. 
  
We were so impressed with how brilliant they have done with their writing.  



In Maths we have been practicing the super hard, subtraction by bridging 10. The 
children have worked so hard and we are impressed with the attitudes they are 
showing towards Maths.  

 

In Art, we have been working in the same style as Henri 
Matisse. We made collages and have also made some 
clay models of our heads.  

 

 

 

 

In Year 3:  

Here is some of our Stone Age homework and classwork on display in Year 3 

History/Art 

We have continued our exploration of the Stone Age by looking at symbols that were 
used in cave paintings. We have tried to interpret some of these symbols and we 
have attempted to create our own messages or stories using some ‘cave art’ of our  

own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English 

Having completed our 
Stone Age adventure 
stories, we began to 
examine the features of 
instruction texts.  

Are imperative verbs the 
most important feature?  

Or perhaps adverbials of 
time?  

Or is it the list of equipment 
(or ingredients) needed?  

Perhaps a labelled diagram or illustration is the most important thing?  

We took notes and practised writing up our own set of instructions on how to hunt a 
woolly mammoth in the Stone Age! 

 

Maths 

We have moved on to addition and subtraction in Maths and are using all that we 
have learnt about place value to help us work with increasingly larger numbers! So 
far, we have looked at adding multiples of 100 as well as adding and subtracting 1s. 

 

Science 

We have continued with our study of the features and properties of igneous, 
sedimentary and metamorphic rock. We learned how some rocks are formed as well 
as learning about which rocks are permeable and impermeable. 

 

Spanish 

We have now moved on from learning about Spanish sounds to learning how to say 
colours and numbers in Spanish. 

 

 



Year 4 
English - Year 4 have edited and improved their 
stories set in imaginary worlds.  We have revised        
how to use paragraphs and a variety of sentence 
structures and punctuation. The children are now 
writing their stories up in booklets which they are 
also illustrating.  They are looking forward to 
reading them to their families! 
 
 

 
Science - In Science, we have been exploring 
different ways in which we can group living things 
by observing their similarities and differences.  
Children have used Venn diagrams and Carroll 
diagrams to do this.  After learning about 
vertebrates and invertebrates, children have 
shown the differences between and within these 
different types of creatures with Classification 
Keys. 

 
 

Maths - Our new topic is ‘Negative Numbers’ and 
children have learnt how to count backwards 
through zero to include negative numbers to -25. 
They have identified where and when we might 
use negative numbers.  They are learning to 
determine when a sequence of numbers is 
incorrect and to use number lines and 
thermometers with varied increments and some 
missing values.   
 

They have also compared two temperatures using knowledge of positive and 
negative numbers to – 25 and are learning to work out the difference in 
temperatures.  
 

Music - Inspired by Vivaldi’s ‘Winter’, each Year 4 class 
has started creating their own piece of music.  They are 
using a variety of percussion to recreate the sounds of 
winter, paying attention to the different rhythms and 
beats within the piece.  
 
 
 

PE   In Dance lessons, children are applying the skills they have learnt to create a 
dance based on the story of ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.’ They are using 
a combination of taught moves and improvisation to the music of Vivaldi’s ‘Winter.’    
 
 



Year 5 
 
This week in English, we have started our new topic about Newspaper reports. We 
have  
Identified features of this genre by looking at real life examples. We have compared 
a newspaper article with a live news report and identified the similarities and 
differences. We used our role play group work, a reporter and a witness, to help us 
write quotes, which is an important feature of a news report.  
 
 
 
Maths -In maths we have been using our 
super knowledge of addition and subtraction 
to add and subtract numbers with four or 
more digits. We have used our mathematical 
vocabulary to explain how we solve these 
calculations using exchanging.  
 
 
 
 
 
We used our learning of earthquakes, in Geography, to help write a description of a 
child experiencing this natural disaster.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We connected our Geography and English learning by watching a news report about 
the natural disaster. This helped us empathise with those affected and we could 
explain the process of an earthquake and describe the after effects. We have learnt 
about another natural disaster – tsunamis. We discussed the impact and effect of 
tsunami’s and used a diamond 9 diagram to evaluate our opinions.  
 
 



In art, we have used different material to create our artwork. We used oil pastels and 
chalk to re-create images of the moon, using shading and tone. We have also 
started to use paint to print. We used various resources to create abstract shapes 
and patterns.  

Year 6:  

It has certainly been an extremely busy week in Year 6! In English, we have been 
identifying the language and structural features of a biography; focusing on Thomas 
Barnardo and Charles Darwin from the Victorian era.  

Through deconstructing biographies, we have also explored the grammatical 
functions of clauses, adverbials and parenthesis.  

In Maths, the children have been becoming more confident in their multiplication and 
division knowledge as they applied various strategies.  

We have further developed our understanding 
about adaptation and evolution – using our 
experiment about Darwin’s bird beaks to 
construct a graph that represents our data and 
findings.  

In Topic, students felt extremely fortunate that they did not grow up in the Victorian 
era as we learnt all about child labour during that time. We learnt about conflict 
resolution in PSHE and the different symbols of Buddhism in RE, where they made 
their own prayer flags.  



The children are demonstrating their fantastic hockey skills in PE as they have been 
practicing their passing and control of the ball. Children also began working on their 
William Morris print design; using tools to carve out their design onto lino.   

 

 

Message from Hounslow for a safe Halloween 
 

A half term full of learning, challenges and fun.   
What will you practice and remember after half term? 

 
I hope it went well for you with some challenge but also things that you found 

easier. Keep learning! 
 

 

Enjoy the half term break, do some reading, relax, rest, recover and 
we will do much more when we return for the second part of the 

autumn term on Monday November 2nd. 


