Message from the Head Teacher
Hello Parents and Carers,
The past few weeks have been very busy in school, children have been busy learning and
enjoying their activities. Reading and reading for pleasure is so important. We have added
some reading posters to the website along with some reading roads to support reading for
pleasure. These have been posted on the school website here (scroll to the end):
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/learning-reading and here:
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/news/news-detail/bookspace-lockdownreading-lists
We have tried to limit the disruption caused by increased infection rates and we hope to see a
reduction soon.
Omicron symptoms are very broad. Symptoms include: colds, headaches, upset stomachs
and diarrhoea. More information can be found in the general letter on the website:
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/news/news-detail/letter-to-parents-13thjanuary. We have sent a ‘warn and inform’ letter to classes where the incidence is high. We
very much want children to be at school, but I would ask you to make sure that you are lateral
flow testing children twice a week and if positive, not to send children and to pay special
attention to the symptoms. We have put the updated Isolation flow chart on the website.
In school we will continue to take reasonable precautionary measures and continue to promote
good hand and respiratory hygiene.
We continue to teach the school breathe techniques to the children. Ask them to demonstrate.
These can be used anywhere and are fun. Adults can use them too! Found here:
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/school-breathe
Parents, please sign up to National Safety Online, link below. Here you can get regular updates
and find out more information to help keep your child safe whilst they are online.
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/alexandra-primary-school-1, There have been a number
of parent information leaflets and we have added these to the school website. Safer Internet
Day is coming up on 7th February.
We have written a children’s version of the Safeguarding and Child Protection policy. This can
be found here:
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/images/uploads/pdfs/Child_Friendly_Safeguarding_a
nd_Child_Protection.pdf. School council will be discussing this with the children. Other policies
can be found in the statutory section.
School uniform can be purchased from School Bells:
https://www.schoolbellsuniforms.co.uk/primary-schools/alexandra-primary-school.html
or you can visit the School Bells shop at 48 Bell Road, Hounslow, TW3 3PB.
A reminder that term time leave will not be authorised. Once again good school attendance is
high on the national agenda and our agenda.
School Meals: please make sure that you have discussed the menu with your child, so that
they know what to expect each day. This can be found here:
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/school-meals

In the morning, the gates open at 8:45am for soft start and should close at 8:55am. Please
arrive promptly between these times. Infant and junior siblings to enter school via the Denbigh
Road gate, junior children via the Tiverton Road gate.
No snacks should be brought on site for children before or after school. This can cause
children to choke when eating and walking or trip as they are not focused on walking and
children will not have washed their hands.
At times, you may want to discuss concerns and issues with class teachers. Just at the
moment it is best to use the telephone or email. You can email the school using
office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk or telephone on 020 8570 6826.
Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
The Year Group Leader may answer directly or ask a class teacher to phone you. Please
ensure school has at least two contacts and that you keep us informed of changes to mobile
numbers and email addresses.
Family learning opportunities can be found here:
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/news
And don’t forget:
In February we have…
National Storytelling Week- https://www.sfs.org.uk/
UNICEF Day for Change - https://www.unicef.org.uk/
Safer Internet Day – 7th February
Children’s Mental Health Week – 7th-13th February, especially focusing on personal
growth, emotional growth, goal setting and resilience.
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
Pancake day – 21st February
Thought for the week:
The most important thing in communication is hearing what isn’t said.
Question of the week:
What if we all had wings?

Nursery -

Our focus story in Nursery has been ‘The
Gingerbread Man’. The children have enjoyed many activities
relating to the story, including baking their own gingerbread.
In the role play house, the children
have been exploring with their mark
making skills by writing shopping lists
and recipes.

We have also been exploring different feelings and talking about
how we feel during different situations. It was great to hear the
children talking about things that make them feel happy. We also
discussed using kind words to offer encouragement and support to
others.

In Math’s we have been focusing on recognising numerals and
matching quantities.

Reception –

We have been very busy with their maths work. They have been exploring
different ways to make the number 7.

5 and 2

2
and 2

6..
6 and 1

The children also showed how to make 7 using their fingers.
One of the key learning objectives is to understand the
composition of numbers.
The story focus has been learning to retell the story of the
‘Three Little Pigs’ and there have been lots of activities to
support the children’s learning. This has included

building and refining building a house of bricks and making character masks.

Year 1 –

are still thoroughly enjoying their space topic, ‘Reach for the Stars’.
In English, they have been reading ‘Beegu’. This week they have been thinking about the
setting and have been creating new settings for where Beegu could take place.

In Maths, the children have been focusing on subtraction by crossing out. They have been
practising drawing out their number sentences, crossing out the right amount, counting and
then writing their answers. They have been presenting their work beautifully!

In Dance, the children have been coming up with space themed dances. They worked hard to
think about how it would feel being on the moon; how they would move and what they
might see.

In Science, Year 1 have been learning all about materials. This week they have been
investigating waterproof materials and which materials would be best used for a spacesuit. In
Art, the children were given the challenge to draw space buggies landing on a planet. They
drew on white paper and then cut and stuck it on black paper. Their work looks amazing,
what do you think?

Year 2

- Recently in Year 2 we have been learning about the time of ‘Passover’ from
Judaism. Passover is the time celebrated by the Jewish
religion for the time when the Jewish people were set free
by Pharaoh after the story of Moses and the plagues.
During the time of Passover, the
Jewish community would eat a
special meal called the ‘Sedar
Meal’. This involved a wide range
of ingredients, including
horseradish and bitter herbs.
We decided to have a taste
challenge of these different foods to see what they were
like. As you can see, some of the foods tasted amazing,
however, others did not taste so nice. Please ask us
about our favourite ones.

Also, we have been learning about ‘The Minpins’ during our
writing lessons. In the story there is mention of some horrible,
blood-curdling monsters. We decided to design our own monster to help warn children not to
wander off into
woods alone!

Year 3 -

In English, we have been finishing off our lessons on Narrative poetry and
planning, writing and editing our own poems based on the “Melvin the Mummy” poem. We
are now looking at our new English text which is a story set in the past. It is set during
Ancient Egypt and is called “The Egyptian Cinderella”. We are going to explore this more
over the next few weeks and lead onto writing our own.

We have continued our new History topic about Ancient Egypt and have discovered lots more
exciting information about the people and customs of the time. We have learnt all about some
of the pharaohs who ruled Ancient Egypt including Cleopatra and Tutankhamun. We also
learnt about the different types of pyramids and how important the Great Pyramid of Giza
was to the Ancient Egyptians.

In Science, we have continued to look at the forces of
push and pull. We have been learning about magnets
and how they attract and repel other items depending
on their magnetic properties. We explored trying to
move different items with a magnet and recording our
results in a table. We then discussed why an item is or
isn’t magnetic and how we know this.
In PE we have been learning a dance with Miss Alice
based on our Egyptian learning which we have really
enjoyed. In our other lesson each week we have been
learning the sport of basketball and all the rules such
as double dribble and travelling. We have been
learning how to dribble and pass the ball effectively
and with control.

Year 4 -

Culture Homework - the children presented their
hard work from their homework this week. We all learnt a
lot from their information about their culture.

PE - we continued our OAA learning through orienteering. The compass points and map
management was the focus here.

Maths - we learnt various mental methods for swift multiplication; from partitioning and factors
to using our 'If I know facts...' e.g. If I know 12 x 4 = 48, then I know 120 x 4 = 480.

English - we were very lucky to join and meet an author,
who specialises in cultural stories. This author was Maisie
Chan, who uses her Chinese heritage and experiences of
living in England to write children's books.

Spanish - We have been learning about 'family' in Spanish - 'La Familia'.

Year 5 - In English we have completed our unit on
persuasion. We have designed our own invention
that would help us in school. We used persuasive
techniques such as; rhetorical questions, emotive
language, powerful adjectives and quotes. We then
‘boxed up’ our own persuasion comparing this to our
model text. We are really proud of our final published
piece.

In Maths we have started our new topic of multiplication and division.
We have recapped our knowledge of multiplying 3 digits by 1 digit. We
are continuing to develop our times table recall.
In History, we have started our new
topic of the Anglo Saxons. We have
used our knowledge of chronology
to place the Anglo Saxons. We have
looked at other periods of history
prior to the Anglo Saxons
and have placed this on
our timeline.
In D&T we have started to make our own ‘Pop up boxes.’ We
have looked at various mechanism and created these on
paper.

For our homework, we created a persuasive advert to persuade
children to come to
Alexandra Primary
School. Here are
some examples of
our posters:

Year 6:

This week, in English, we have been planning and writing our letters from the
perspective of a World War 1 soldier. We have put particular emphasis on describing life in
the trenches and emotive language. In Maths, we have started to learn about percentages. In
History, we have been looking at what militarism, alliances and imperialism mean. It has
been great to see the children applying their knowledge of various dance skills and following
choreography based on the theme of war. In Art, we have been experimenting with a variety
of painting techniques to create a composition based on the style of war artist, Paul Nash.
Tiana 6C
History time-line.

PSHE – 6C - Reaching
Goals

Nicky – 6C Science – Living things classification

Enjoy the weekend. Read, relax, rest, recover and
we will do much more next week.
What do you remember from this week, last week,
last month?

What are you able to do now that you couldn’t at the beginning of term?
What will you be able to do at the end of this term?

