Message from the Head Teacher
Hello Parents and Carers,
It has been a very busy period at school. We have been assessing progress and
teachers have been writing children’s reports. These will be sent out shortly and we are
providing a video conference call for parents who would like to discuss their child’s
report.
From the beginning of the new term, the school will be using Wilson Jones as our
school meals provider. More information will be published shortly. Wilson Jones are an
established company that are used in local schools.
There are a number of people we must thank as they will be moving on from APS in
September. We thank them for their commitment to our school and the hard work and
dedication that they have given. We know that they will be remembered fondly for the
part that they played during their time with us. It is never easy to say goodbye to staff
who have been such a huge part of our team, however, no school stands still and we
are proud to have been part of their journey to promotion, to see family abroad or to
relocate due to family reasons. Staff leavers are:
Mrs Centeno
Miss Whyte
Miss Inniss
Miss Forster
Miss Carberry
Miss King will be leaving us before the end of the
year in December, you may still see her around
school until then.
Ms Mayne will be retiring and we wish her well. Well done for getting to this point and
hopefully you will keep us informed of how you are getting on and how busy you will no
doubt be. Take care and we thank you for your contribution to school life, school
council in the past and sorting out the eco team making the site look so much better
with the planters.
Thank you to all mentioned, you have done us proud and will always be APS staff! Your
contribution to children’s lives has been immense, particularly over the past 18 months.
We will be welcoming the following new staff to the team for September:
Ms Berry in Early Years
Mrs Edwards in Y2 along with Ms Stubbs also in Y2
Mr Brain in Y3
Ms Eyles in Y5
Ms Cooper in Y6 alongside
Miss Padda returning to Alexandra.
We welcome them all to the APS staff team.

School uniform can be purchased from a local shop called School Bells. School no
longer sells uniform direct. You can either purchase online at:
https://www.schoolbellsuniforms.co.uk/primary-schools/alexandra-primary-school.html
or you can visit the School Bells shop at 48 Bell Road, Hounslow, TW3 3PB. A
reminder that children should now be wearing uniform, apart from on PE days. Now the
cardigans / jumpers are being taken off due to the warming weather, could you please
ensure they are clearly named.
A reminder that stud earrings only are permitted.
Information regarding summer holiday activities has been put on the website and with
the following link. https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/news

And don’t forget:
Children’s Art Week – until 18th July
https://www.awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/childrens-art-week-2021/

National Transplant Week - 7th July to 14th July
Thought for the week:
Every next level of your life will demand a different you.
Question of the week:
Should people care more about doing the right thing,
or doing things right? Is there a difference?

Nursery –

This week we have been reading a range of sea creature
and seaside themed books. There are lots of opportunities
set up throughout the environment to encourage the
children to use the new vocabulary that they are hearing in
the stories. We have also been focusing on problem
solving in Maths. The children have been counting out real
coins and paying for ice creams in our role-play ice cream
shop. The children thoroughly enjoyed their visit from the
ice cream van. They were very independent and asked
politely for their ice cream.

Reception - The children in Reception have enjoyed learning about minibeasts.
They have been very creative following their learning, models using playdough have
been created as well as drawing.
A Snail
A butterfly

A bee

The children have also enjoyed looking at snails, watching how they move and seeing
the sticky trail that they leave behind.

Caterpillars have arrived and we are watching them grow!
In maths odds and evens have been the focus. The children have
demonstrated their understanding using different resources and
explaining how they know whether a number is odd or even.

Year 1 –

Over the past few weeks, the children have been learning lots about plants.

In English, we have been working hard to create instructions for how to plant a seed.
We learnt about the important features of instructional writing and how to lay out
instructions on the page. We spent time planning and writing our own instructions neatly
in our books.

After we wrote our instructions in English and learnt about the life cycle of a plant in
Science, we were lucky enough to plant our own bean seeds! We had to follow our
instructions carefully. We did really well and we have noticed the beans have already
started to sprout roots. We are hoping no giants climb down them before the end of
term!

In Art, we are focusing on designing our own holiday posters. We have spent time in
computing lessons researching a place of our choice. We are now working hard to
create an eye-catching poster using all the features. We have also been looking at
shape in Art and how it can be used in design.

Year 2 - For the past couple of weeks in
Year 2 we have been learning all about
different boat designs. To accomplish this, we
have been learning about the effects that size,
shape and weight can have on our design.

We then proceeded to test our
prototypes out using a weight system to
see how much it could hold, before
taking our designs back to the drawing
board. Once evaluated, we had another
go at designing and creating our boats to make sure that they are the strongest they
could be!
Through Maths we have been learning
about using different equal groups to make
multiplication and this has helped us with
the counting of the weights we used for our
boat tests.
In Writing, we learnt about the ‘Pirate
Cruncher’ before we created our very own
monstrous, blood thirsty, pirate munching
sea monster. Ask us about it and we shall
describe it to you!

Year 3 – In Maths, we completed our short unit on geometry, which included
identifying and drawing 2-D and 3-D shapes. As a final challenge, we used a fixed
number of blocks to create as many 3-D shapes as we could. We had to identify each
shape and explain how many faces, vertices and edges each one had.

In Spanish, we’ve been looking at the verb 'poder' (can/to be able to) in the form of
'puedo' (I can). We have been using it in conjunction with 10 everyday activities (talking,
eating, dancing etc.). It’s been great fun completing various word puzzles, games and
competitions to see who has the best recall of the verbs we’ve learnt so far. Why don’t
you test us at home!

To round off our Science unit on Light and Shadows, Year 3 had some fun creating
chalk shadow drawings outside. We’ve been learning that shadows are formed when an
opaque object blocks the path of light, which travels in straight lines. We used a light
source (the sun!) to cast our own shadow onto the ground and had a partner draw
around the outline. We investigated how the shape of the object affected its shadow.

Finally, in English, we completed our unit exploring calligrams, poetic portraits and all
kinds of shape poems. Having analysed some features of shape poetry, we explored
tenses, planned, wrote, improved and completed our own shape poems based on an
object of our choice. We all chose a shape and filled it with our words. Which is your
favourite example from this selection?

Year 4 – The highlight of our week was our ‘Ancient Romans’ day on Monday.

Led
by the History Man, we were immersed in the world of the ancient Romans. Children
learnt about the Roman expansion through Europe, the Middle East and North Africa.
They became soldiers – and battled the fierce Albions (English) to conquer Britain.

Later, they compared the life-style of the Britons before the invasion with that of
Romans living in a typical town.

Children had plenty of time to explore the culture and life-style of the Ancient Romans –
playing games such as marbles and draughts, dressing up in togas, and making
personal stamps with clay and moulds. Everyone agreed that they had not only enjoyed
themselves but had also learnt lots more about the Romans!

Topic
Our learning about the Romans continued in History with children creating comic strips
depicting the Roman invasion of Britain and ‘A-Z’ of the Roman legacy.

English
In English, they wrote wonderful newspaper reports about the Great Fire of Rome in 64
AD and the eruption of Mount Vesuvius and destruction of Pompei in 79AD.
Above are some beautiful examples of children’s work from 4MC.

Design and Technology
The Roman theme continued in D.T, where we have started thinking about how to build
model Roman chariots. Children have been looking at wheeled toys for ideas and
considering questions such as how do toy cars move, how many different parts do they
need, and how do wheel and cam mechanisms work? Here are children from 4C busy
thinking about these questions.

Music
In Music, we are continuing to learn about Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony. Children learnt
how musical notation is used to represent sounds and then, while listening to the music,
created their own pictorial representation of the music. Here is some of the work
created by children from 4M.

P.E. - Athletics
Our Athletics lessons this week were all about throwing the javelin. Children learnt how
to use their bodies to throw a longer distance. No-one came close, however, to beating
Mr Coleman!

Year 5

- In Maths we have been consolidating our
knowledge on angles. We have recapped the names
and size of these angles. We have used our bodies to
help us understand turning through compass points.

History – In
history we have
learnt why Henry
VIII needed to
break away from
Rome to begin a
Protestant time in
England. We also
learnt how
religion changed
during the Tudor
period and the
reasons for this. We created a ‘rollercoaster’ diagram
showing the change in religion with annotations about religion for each monarch.

Tudor day Year 5 had an exciting visitor to help us learn about the Tudors. The History Man
bought in artefacts from the Tudor period for year 5 to learn about and have a
hands-on experience to life in the Tudor times. We learnt about the clothing and
weapons, food and toys and how the Tudor period was a key time in history for
change. Here are some exciting pictures of our day.

Art - In Art the children have used clay to create their model of a Tudor house
based on their design from the previous week. They have used various sculpting
techniques, such as coiling, scoring and pinching. We painted our sculptures using
appropriate colours according to their designs.

Year 6: Over the last two weeks, the Year 6 students have been busy preparing for
secondary school and their final weeks at APS. In English, the children have drafted,
edited and published their amazing non-chronological reports on their chosen river,
which they researched for homework. We have also been working on a project in Maths
looking at budgets, exchange rates, accommodation, travel time and cost. Students
have been applying a variety of mathematical concepts, such as ratio, multiplication,
percentage, decimals and fractions to help them solve problems and find answers.
They have been exploring the features of a river and have used this knowledge to draw
their own. In Art, we have experimented with watercolours – using a combination of dry
brushes, wet brushes, dry paper and wet paper. Students have also began painting
their own river and mountain landscape. We have been doing a lot of work on exploring
all the differences and similarities between primary and secondary school and also
learning about the changes boys and girls go through during puberty.

Wow, a huge amount of learning.
Can you explain to an adult what you have learned?
What do you remember from this week, last week and last month?

At the weekend, do some reading, relax, rest, recover and we will do much
more next. Enjoy the weekend.

