
 

 

 

  
 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 
 
The children have responded fantastically well with all the ‘new’ expectations and 
routines that we have needed to ensure a safe and successful term; as have the 
majority of parents.  You may have seen me and other members of the senior 
leadership team at drop off and collection wearing face coverings and gloves.  This 
is so we can answer parent questions and collect items given to us from parents – 
please don’t be alarmed, we are happy to say hello, so please speak to us. Other 
staff don’t need to wear PPE because they are not getting as close and so adult to 
adult contact is reduced.   We have been told that it is the adult to adult contact that 
needs to be reduced at present.  
 
Special mentions go to 2C, 5H and 2I for coping so well with their self-isolation and 
with joining google classroom and trying their best.  Well done team APS. 
 
We know that school is a different place at the moment. We are spending time 
talking through issues raised by children and identifying gaps in learning that the 
enforced lockdown caused. However, there are many things to celebrate as we 
move towards half term from great learning attitudes to stars of the week, our Eco-
Schools silver award – (well done to the team involved) and much more. 
 
The school library has moved and is nearly ready to be open for use.  This is a very 
welcoming and friendly space for children to really use to develop their love of 
reading, both fiction and non-fiction texts will be available to borrow.  We want the 
children to invest in their reading as it is such an important life skill.  On the school 
website there are some recommended reading lists for all ages and can be found by 
clicking this link: https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/learning-reading.  
 
Here, you can also see our approach to reading and how we use the ‘8 Reading 
Strategies’ that children are familiar with.  You can also view staff reading some of 
their favourite stories. 
 
Our ‘Well-being Wing’ is also being used for a range of support groups, socially 
distanced of course.  
 
School has set up and is using Google Classroom.  Children who are self-isolating 
have been participating in daily lessons, they can see messages that we post and 
view our online assemblies.  These are pre-recorded and the class teacher can 
monitor work.  We hope to begin to use google classroom for homework too in the 
near future.   
 
A reminder that homework can be accessed through the website using this link: 
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/curriculum-overview. 
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The Doodle users this week that have done particularly well are 4M, 3F and Ibram in 
Y1, Rithu in Y2 and Tanmay in Y3 for completing the Doodlemaths summer 
challenge.  Great job – keep it up! 
 
 

As school is using more online technology, it is often difficult to keep up to date with 
the number of social media and the programmes children know about and use.   
 
School has bought into a new package called National Online Safety (NOS). This 
offers a range of online training for all staff in school and helpfully provides parents 
with useful information and a range of webinars and parent guides for social media 
use with children. Please click on the link to register for access. 
http://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/alexandra-primary-school-1. 
 
We will be adding some of the guides to the school website with regular updates.  
Please remember to use the information from the school website 
www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  
 
We ask that only one parent or carer are on site and as our paths are quite narrow, 
we would appreciate no scooters and bikes at the moment.  Pushchairs are ok, but 
please keep your children with you and leave the site as quickly as you can.   
 
Thank you, Year 3 parents, for abiding by the changes to collection of the children, 
location and time, as this has made it less congested on the playground for all 
parents.  All the procedures and routines are for your own safety. 
 
Parent telephone calls will continue next week for parents of children in years 4 to 6.  
You will have received a letter via email with the associated link. Please book your 
telephone call with the class teacher for next week to discuss how the children have 
settled, homework and next steps in learning. The online booking system is located 
at: https://alexandra.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ 
 
Parents have been using the year group leader emails to discuss concerns or 
issues.  A reminder, you can communicate with school in a variety of ways. You can 
email the school – use office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk or telephone 0208 5706 
826 or use the Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns or 
issues that you might have discussed at drop off or collection by the classroom door 
previously.  The Year Group Leader may answer directly via email or ask a class 
teacher to phone you.  Please be aware that staff are busy in class teaching and out 
of class planning and therefore replies may be delayed. 
 
Year Group Leader Emails: 
 

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  
Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  
Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

‘Stars of the week’ are being selected and parents should receive an emailed 
certificate.  Please ask your child why they may have been selected.   
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Year 6 parents, please remember to complete your secondary transfer applications 
online by 31st October.  A link from our website can be found at: 
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/news 

Street Tag 2020 – Information regarding this can be found on the school website: 
https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/news 
For communities, Street Tag is exceptional at bringing together families, neighbours 
and communities to get out more, by turning streets and green spaces into a virtual 
playground, to increase families' outdoor experience in walking, running and cycling 
more to earn rewards. 

Parents will have received information regarding the Flu immunisation programme 
for school.  Please complete the online permission sent by the NHS Immunisation 
team.  Our date is Thursday 5th November.  

St Pauls food bank in Hounslow West has requested donations, please see letter on 
our website. In the past our parents have been extremely generous and thank you if 
you can help. 

And don’t forget: 

10th October is World Mental Health Day 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/world-mental-health-day 

 

Thought for the week:  

“Our lives begin to end 
the day we become silent 
about things that matter.” 

~ Martin Luther King, Jr 
(1929-1968) 

 

Question of the week: 

If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? 
 
Nursery have been working hard to develop their independence within the setting. 
Your child now self-registers in their group area by using their name card, removes 
and hangs up their own coat and self-selects the activity they would like to play with. 
We have introduced all the main areas and resources within the Nursery and are 
scaffolding your child to use them appropriately. For example, child now knows how 
to use the water tray. They must roll up their sleeves, put on an apron and keep the 
water within the tray. Judging by the number of wets jumpers this is still a work in 
progress! We have been working on learning each other’s names. Why don’t you ask 
your child who they have been playing with at Nursery?  This week we have focused 
our learning on the nursery rhyme Twinkle Twinkle and next week we will move on to 
Humpty Dumpty. Encourage your child to perform these nursery rhymes for you.  
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The Reception children have continued to learn Phase 2 sounds and are beginning 
to blend and segment the sounds to read and write words. 

Well done Yunus for matching words and pictures. In 
maths the children have been learning to compare 
objects by size, mass and capacity. They enjoyed 
listening to the story ‘Dear Zoo’ and finding out 
whether some objects were too big to fit into boxes.  
The children also enjoyed working out what objects 
were heavier than others or conversely what objects 
were lighter. 
 

The children have been very engaged in their topic work where they have been 
learning about the parts of the body we use to see, hear, touch, smell and taste. Lots 
of new vocabulary has been learnt as the children have explored a range of activities 
stimulating their senses.              

 

Exploring and describing different materials by feeling 
whether they were hard, soft, 
smooth, rough or bumpy. 

 

 

Making shakers when exploring how we hear with our ears 
and whether sounds are loud or quiet. 

                              

 

Year 1 have been working hard in their English lessons to re-write the story ‘All 
Aboard for the Bobo Road’. They created wonderful African inspired patterns for the 
borders on the final versions of the stories. All the teachers were very impressed with 
the neat handwriting and beautiful presentation. 

 

In Maths, children have been learning how to use the part-whole method. They have 
been trying to think of all the different ways to partition a number.  

 

The children have also been discussing how to walk to school safely as part of the 
Walk to School Week and how to show kindness to others in their PSHE lessons.  

 

This week in Art we have been looking at the artist Frida Kahlo. The classes have 
produced some fantastic interpretations of her artwork. They are being artists!  



 

Year 2: 

What a fantastic week it has been for Year 2! They have been learning all about the 
importance of looking after the planet that we live on and how they could make a 
difference to their futures.  

We have been writing letters to Planet Earth apologising for the damage that has 
been caused and then suggesting ways that we can look after it in the future. Also, 
we have been recycling some of our plastic waste into some cool art pieces – 
especially the amazing looking jellyfish!  

Great job to 2C and 2I for accessing their Google Classrooms, we shall see you all 
again soon, keep working hard!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 3 this week 

 

English: This week, Year 3 children have stayed stuck in the Stone Age with the 
Stone Age Boy! To prepare us for writing our own adventure stories, we worked 
together in groups to recreate a scene from the book. As well as this, we analysed 
the structure of the story to help us when we begin to write our own stories set in the 
Stone Age. 

 

Topic: In History, we used what we have learnt so 
far to start comparing life in Stone Age times with 
modern life. We compared food, clothes, homes 
and art/entertainment and decided that we are very 
glad to live in modern times rather than the Stone 
Age! 

 

 

 



Maths: Year 3 have continued to consolidate 
our knowledge of number and place value. We 
have worked strategically to find patterns in 
number bonds up to 100, as well as identifying 
and placing numbers up to 1000 on a number 
line.  

 

Science: We used our observation and 
recording skills to investigate natural and human-made rock. We started to explore 
the properties of igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rock. 

Year 4 
English: Year 4 have been planning our stories set in 
imaginary worlds, using a method called ‘Boxing Up’ (this 
method allows us to ‘adopt and adapt’ existing ideas, 
language and structures from stories we have read). Before 
we write our stories this week, we have been focussing on 
Grammar to develop some of the skills we will need. We 
have learned about 
co-ordinating and 
subordinating 
conjunctions and 
explored how to use 

them in our writing, so that we are using a 
balance of simple, compound and complex 
sentences.  

 
 
 
Topic: In Science, we have been learning about living 
things and their habitats. This week, we learned about the 
characteristics of living things, that sets them apart from 
non-living things and used the acronym ‘MRSGREN’ to help 
us remember.  
 
 
 

Art: Continuing our Inuit Art project, we explored 
and analysed the work of Kananginak 
Pootoogook. We identified the themes within his 
work, and learned how to do an in-depth art 
analysis. It was interesting to note how his work 
usually contained animals indigenous to the artic, 
as well as aspects of Inuit culture. We liked how 
he made the animals look friendly, rather than 
fierce. 

 



Maths: This week, Year 4 have been learning about 4-digit numbers. We have 
learned how to partition these numbers, locate them on a number line, identify 1000 
more and less than these numbers and then applied these skills to problem-solving 
contexts. 

Music: This week, we have continued to learn 
about Vivalid’s ‘Winter’, this time exploring the 
different rhythms and beats within the piece. We 
were introduced to musical vocabulary such as: 
minim, crotchet, quaver and semibreve.  
 
PE: We have been learning dance and have 
been building our basic skills. We have also 
been applying some of the learning we have 

been doing in music (when dancing, understanding rhythm is very important).  
 
Year 5 
In maths, Year 5 have been consolidating our learning on place value. We have 

looked at the place values in numbers up to 1 
million. We continue to practise our rounding 
skills with these larger numbers and can discuss 
which values help us solve this. We have solved 
problems using greater than and less than 
symbols and discussed patterns in numbers 
sequences.  
 
 
 
 
 

Our mathematical vocabulary is vast 
and we use this to help explain our 
answers and to help others.  
 
 
 
 



Science - 
 In Science we have been enjoying our Topic, so 
far this term, all about Space. We have discussed 
past beliefs about the solar system and compared 
this to our current knowledge, such as 
heliocentric and geocentric. We have researched 
facts about the planets within our solar system, 
used graphs to interpret the length of time other 
planets take to orbit the sun and looked at the 
phases of the moons. 
 
PSHE  
In PSHE we have created a class puzzle which depicts each child’s gifts, 

talents and likes. We discussed how we need a 
variety of different gifts and talents in the 
classroom so we can work well as a team. We 
can support each 
other when we're 
stuck and share 
our gifts and 
talents out.  

 
 
Homework  
We have produced some amazing home 
learning the past two weeks. We have used our English writing skills to create 
a description about a Science Fiction Planet image, used our poetic and 
geography skills to write a poem about a Volcano 
and researched one of our favourite planets in our 
solar system.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 - This week, we began looking into the genre of biographies and the 
grammatical functions of adverbs and subordinate clauses. We have also reviewed 
our knowledge in addition and subtraction; including multi-step word problems and 
inverse operations. The children also learnt all about the horrendous conditions of 
the Victorian Workhouses in Topic and explored reincarnation and karma in RE. In 
Science this week, we also conducted an investigation about the adaptive traits of 
birds - identifying the uses of different bird beaks and how this makes them suitable 
to their environment. The children also learnt more about understanding and 



managing their anger in PSHE and began designing their own artwork inspired by 
William Morris.  

 
Another week full of learning, 

challenges and fun.  
 

I hope it went well for you with some 
challenge but also things that you 

found easier. Keep learning! 

Enjoy the weekend, do some reading, relax, rest, recover and 
we will do much more next week.  


