
 

Alexandra Primary School, Denbigh Road, Hounslow, Middlesex 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Alexandra Primary School 
 
 

MODERN FOREING LANGUAGES (MFL) POLICY 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted: June 2015 
Review: June 2016 



 

Alexandra Primary School, Denbigh Road, Hounslow, Middlesex 

 

Introduction 
 

This policy reflects the values and philosophy of Alexandra Primary School in relation to the 
teaching and learning of a Modern Foreign Language. 
 
It gives a framework within which all staff, both teaching and non-teaching, work. It gives 
guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. The policy is intended to be used in 
conjunction with the Scheme of Work for Spanish which gives details of what pupils in 
different year groups will be taught. 
 
 
 

Audience 
 
This policy document, having been presented to and agreed upon by the whole staff and the 
Governing Body, is distributed to all individual members of the teaching and non-teaching 
staff and the school governors. 

 
    

 
The Legal Framework 

 
Alexandra Primary School recognises the value of language learning and provides age-
appropriate primary languages learning opportunities for all children in Years 3-6. The focus 
language taught in our school is Spanish. 
      
 

  
Aims and objectives 

 
The aims and objectives of learning a modern foreign language at Alexandra are: 

 

 To foster an interest in learning other languages. 

 To introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable, creative 
and fun. 

 To investigate how other languages work. 

 To help children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries. 

 To develop their speaking and listening skills. 

 To ensure that children all access their entitlement to a language learning opportunity 
within the school day. 

 To lay the foundations for future study. 
 
 
 

 
 
Organisation 

 
We teach a foreign language to all children in Years 3-6 for a cumulative time of 30-40 
minutes per week. Each class teacher teaches Spanish, with support of the MFL co-



 

Alexandra Primary School, Denbigh Road, Hounslow, Middlesex 

 

ordinator. Children across the school have further support once a week from a specialist 
teacher of MFL attached to a Hounslow secondary school. The specialist teacher works in 
negotiation with the co-ordinator and staff to team-teach aspects of the scheme of work 
being taught, or complementary topics, so consolidating the learning. 
 
 
 

 
The curriculum 

 
Spanish is the new modern foreign language that we teach at Alexandra Primary School. 
 
We aim to make cross curricular links whenever possible in order to enrich the learning 
experience of the children.  The curriculum follows the guidelines provided by the new 
Primary Framework for Modern Foreign Languages. 
 
Also, we aim to consolidate and stimulate learning through displays in classrooms and 
around the school. Children take part in assemblies and other whole school events to 
celebrate languages and different cultures. 
 
 Alexandra Primary School is linked with Isabel Gallego Gorria in Bilbao, Spain. Children 
in year 5 write letters and send emails to the equivalent class in the partner school. They 
enjoy exchanging information, pictures and work with their counterparts there, and learning 
first- hand about their lives. We aim to make and extend international links when possible. 
By linking languages to other areas of the curriculum and by valuing and celebrating 
diversity of language and culture, we aim to enhance understanding and develop the 
children’s role a citizens of a global community. 

 
 
 
 

Languages embedded into other lessons 
 
Where appropriate, teachers give children opportunities to practise their foreign language in 
the context of lessons in other subject areas. For instance, some instructions may be given 
in Spanish in a PE lesson; or children may count in Spanish while carrying out a numeracy 
activity. This acts to reinforce the vocabulary and structures they have learned. 
 
We aim to make the speaking of Spanish part of the day to day life of the school. For 
example, teachers may use it to give simple classroom instructions (“raise your hands”; “sit 
quietly”; “listen”; “say after me”), to ask questions (“what’s the weather like?”; “what’s today’s 
date?”) and to take the register. Children are encouraged to respond using the language 
they have learned. This approach is a strong model for teaching and learning, giving children 
opportunities to develop their language for communicating in stress-free real-life contexts. 
 
 
 

  
The role of the co-ordinator 
 
The role of the co-ordinator is to ensure continuity and progression in the teaching of Modern 
Foreign Languages and to: 
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 Develop good practice in their own classroom. 

 Co-ordinate and order resources and manage the budget. 

 Monitor and evaluate resources. 

 Monitor planning and delivery of the curriculum. 

 Work together with colleagues to raise standards. 

 Provide stimulus and inspiration. 

 Prepare a draft policy and long term plan for staff discussion. 

 Ensure policy documents remain useful and current. 

 Organise and support in-service training in line with the SIP. 

 Organise and facilitate parent workshops. 

 Offer advice and support in professional development. 

 Carry out an annual audit and prepare an action plan. 
 

 
 
Assessment 
 
On-going formative assessment and pupil self-assessment will inform teachers’ planning of 
lessons. Children at the end of Year 5 and Year 6 will keep their own Languages Portfolio to 
keep track of their own progress. See Assessment Policy for further details. 

 
 
 
Inclusion    
 
Primary Languages teaching at Alexandra Primary School is fully inclusive. All teaching and 
non-teaching staff is responsible for ensuring that all children, irrespective of gender, ability, 
ethnic origin and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and make the 
greatest possible progress. 
 
Language learning activities are planned in such a way as to encourage the full and active 
participation of all pupils. Work is differentiated as appropriate to the needs of individual 
children. Pairs and groups for collaborative work may be made up in different ways, 
depending on the task.  Please refer to Equal Opportunities Policy. 
 
 
                        
 


