
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

World Book Day, although celebrated slightly later than planned, 
was a great success. The children and staff made a huge effort 
and had a great deal of fun.  The authors’ visit also went very well 
with the children engaged in his stories.  Science week was also 
very successful; children learnt a great deal and enjoyed dressing 
up last Friday. 

Around school: 

 

Nursery - we have been busy during Science week. We have 
talked about the differences between night and day and enjoyed 
listening to the story "Night Monkey, Day Monkey written by Julia 
Donaldson. We have been exploring magnets and learnt the new 
word "attract". We have been feeling lots of materials and using 
our words to describe them and we have experimented with 
different objects and predicting whether they float or sink. Our 
phonics focus has been the sound "o". 
 

Reception - our focus has been the story of Cinderella. We have 
been reading a range of different versions as well as acting and 
retelling the story. On Friday our music and drama room will 
become a cinema, the children have been preparing for this by 
writing tickets and selling popcorn. Our technology focus has been 
using remote control cars. In maths we have been ordering 
numbers to 20. The children have been solving a range of 
mathematical problems such as finding the missing numbers. Our 
topic for next half term is ‘life cycles’. Please talk to your child 
about the arrival of Spring and changes in the environment. 
 

Year 1 – we have been comparing the different stories the 
children have read by Julia Donaldson and choosing their 
favourite ones.  They have written a book review of their favourite 
one.  The children have also been learning to count in 2's, 5's and 
10's and identifying odd and even numbers.  The children have 
been participating in extra sports challenges for Sports Relief. 
 

Year 2 – we had a fantastic science week, with plenty of fun 
experiments. We made our own oobleck, with cornflour and water, 
and observed how it changed between a liquid and a solid. We 
also made our own lava lamps, using water, oil and an 
effervescent tablet. The children were astonished by how the 
water moved up and down through the oil as the air from the 
bubbles rose. Our third experiment was ‘walking water’ where the 
children discovered how water can be absorbed by paper and 
travel to another container, it also showed how new colours are 
made as different colours combine. In Year 2 we have all been 
very impressed with the children’s dress up outfits, both for world 
book day and Science week. 
 

Year 3 – we have been revising multiplication facts and learning 
how to multiply larger calculations by using the grid method. In 
English, we have learnt about using dialogue and created our own 
part of ‘The Twits’. In Topic we have discussed artefacts from 
Ancient Egypt and interpreted how Egyptians might have used 
them. We really enjoyed discussing our ideas for these artefacts 
and being able to compare our lives with those of people in the 
past.  We have enjoyed learning about forces in Science and 
investigating how various surfaces affect forces.    
 

Year 4 – As part of ‘Science Week’  Year 4 were involved in carrying 
out some fun and exciting experiments; we made oobleck, lava lamps 
and our own hovercrafts as well as completing an ‘egg drop challenge’ 
(parents, ask the children to explain what that was). On Friday, we 
transformed ourselves into some of the world’s most notable scientists 
and inventors for our ‘Living Museum’. 
 

  
 
Other children from around the school came to watch us perform and 
learn about the scientists we had researched.  In Violins, we perfected 
a few pieces that we have been learning over this past half term, ready 
to learn some new notes and even more ambitious pieces to perform 
at the concert in the summer term.  In English, we started our new 
topic about stories set in other cultures. It will be very exciting to share 
stories from our own cultures and to hear stories from those of our 
peers. 
 
Year 5 – Our highlight has been a 'Science Day' with hands-on 
experiments and challenges focussing on engineering and the 
properties of materials.   Thirty budding Mathematicians from across 
the year group enjoyed a Maths Ambassadors session for children 
from the C8 schools, hosted by Ivybridge School.  They will now bring 
back what they have learnt and organise problem solving activities with 
their peers.  As we approach Easter, children have been learning 
about the 'Stations of the Cross.'  Rehearsals are also underway for 
our Year 5 assembly next Friday.  We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 
Year 6 – This week we have been celebrating Science week by doing 
experiments involving forces and friction. These are two aspects of 
Science that are always great to investigate. We have had fun learning 
about centrifugal force in fairground rides, investigating colour through 
dye, friction with jelly and how to combine ingredients to make slime! In 
English we have been writing play scripts inferring the characters 
thoughts and feelings of Macbeth.  In Maths we have been revising our 
multiplication and division skills. 
 

 
Key Dates 

 
for the Spring term: 

 
 
 
23rd March Year 5 Easter Assembly / Sports Relief 
 
26th March Visiting Poet / author  
 
28th March Last Day of Term for pupils – School Closes 1:30pm 

 
 
29th March – 13th April  Spring Break 
 
16

th
April First Day of Summer Term  

 
2

nd
 May                   Year 1 Dinosaur Workshop  

 
3

rd
 May                   SCHOOL CLOSED – Polling Day  

 
14

th
 May Year 6 SATS begin  

 
 
 

Summer term begins on Monday, 16
th

 April 
 
 
 

A reminder that Children’s Poet and Author – Mr. Neal Zetter 
visits Alexandra Primary School on Monday 26th March. 

 
Books will be available to purchase after school in the quad, 

between KS1 and KS2. 
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Thought for the Day               “Look up at the stars and not down at your feet.   

     Try to make sense of what you see,  

   and wonder about what makes the universe exist.  Be Curious 

     ~ Professor Stephen Hawking 

 

Aspire Perform Succeed 
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Attendance for last week was 96.8%.   

A reminder that term time holidays are not permitted and will be recorded as unauthorised. Attendance for 
the whole school from September is 96.6%.  

Congratulations to 4C for 100% attendance for the week.   

Well done to all for attending school.   

Some useful information for parents, more information can be found at www.saferinternet.org.uk 
 

 
There are still a few children wearing ear-rings and this is against school policy for safety reasons. Please 
support the school with this.  

 
 

Science 
Week 

Activities 
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