
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 
 

Over 97% of parents have now downloaded the Arbor App and are using it.  This is fantastic.  

Thank you. You can find out more information about it from the website: 

https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/news.  The school office can help 

with this too. 
 

Reminder - school posts weekly on our social media Facebook page. 
 

Nursery Applications – September 2026 
If your child is born between 1 September 2022 and 31 August 2023, you can apply for a nursery 
place. The closing date is 6th Mach 2026. Further information can be found on our school 
website – admissions – nursery admissions. 
 

A huge thank you to all that donated to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.  School raised 

over £289. 
 

Research suggests that reading to your child and with your child is one of the most important 

activity parents can do to support their child to be successful.  2026 is the National Year of 

Reading with the tag line of “Go All in” You can find out more information here: 

https://goallin.org.uk/ and here https://literacytrust.org.uk/about-us/national-year-of-reading-

2026/. 
 

We had National Story telling week last week: https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/national-

storytelling-week/ . We had parents coming to read with children today, and more are coming to 

read tomorrow.   Our hope is that 130 children will read or be read to across the two days.  We 

look forward to more events throughout the year. School has created a power point to support 

parents when reading with their child. This will shortly be available on the website.  More 

information on reading for pleasure can also be found on the learning pages of the school website.  
 

A reminder that you can email the school office via this email address. or Year Group Leaders 

office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk. 
 

You may sometimes want to discuss concerns and issues with class teachers.  You can email 
using office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  or telephone on 020 8570 6826. 
 

Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns:  
 

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 

Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
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And don’t forget: 
       

In February, we have… 

 
 

Safer Internet Day Tuesday 10th February 
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026 

 
Chinese New Year in London from 17th February 

https://www.visitlondon.com/things-to-do/event/4733685-chinese-new-year-in-london 
 

Pancake day on Tuesday 17th February 
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/members-area/kids/kids-rule-makes-and-

bakes/pancakes-shrove-tuesday/ 
 

Thought for the week:    
 

Success is not about being the best; it's about always getting better. 
 

Question of the week: 
 

What's the best piece of career advice you've ever received? Can you pass it on? 
 

Nursery – We have been reading ‘The Gingerbread Man’ story and baking gingerbread. We 

also have an exciting story shed in our garden where the children can look at books and use 
puppets and story props. The children and staff really enjoyed the Gingerbread Man workshop 
and seeing our story come to life.  
 
We have been exploring our emotions and how to offer words of encouragement to others. The 
children enjoyed completing puzzles of faces showing different emotions. They then created their 
own faces using the playdough. As part of physical development, we have been drawing lines, 
circles and faces. The children have done a great job of holding and controlling the pens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roseanna 

Hamza 

Yussuf 

Adhya 
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Reception – The children have been busy focusing on the story of the Three Little Pigs. Their 

creativity has shone through. The interpretation of the big bad wolf using paint shows some of the 

details that the children have identified and been reinforced through the vocabulary of sharp claws 

or beady eyes and pointed ears. 

                  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                              

                                                                             

                                                                            The children chose to practise their cutting skills                                                      

                                                                             by dressing the pigs and assembling the body  

                                                                             parts or expressing themselves through paint. 

 

 

 

 

 

The children used their phonic knowledge to write about the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               In Maths the children have enjoyed exploring scales 

                               to test whether objects are light, heavy or whether they  

                               balance.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 – In English, we have been working hard on our narrative learning by looking at our story 

Beegu. We have looked at and explored the story and the characters and key events. We wrote 
our own version of Beegu with a new setting of our own choice. Examples included the beach, a 
spooky house, a funfair and the jungle. As well as this, we have tried hard to continue using our 
neatest handwriting, capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Science we have continued our topic on materials. We have explored the different materials 
that could be used to make a spacesuit by exploring their ability to be waterproof and flexible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Maths, we have been working on numbers up to 20, focusing particularly on our subtraction 
skills for numbers within 20. We have worked with different objects to practice subtracting and 
have explored different ways to do this. We have used different objects and drawings such as 
part whole models, tens frames, counters, cubes and counting objects. 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In History we have continued our learning on space by learning about astronauts from the past, 
in particular Yuri Gagarin and the development of space travel over the last 60 years. We have 
also learnt about what astronauts do in their jobs every day, when they are not in space, things 
like experiments, physical activities and reading. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 – In Computing, we have been learning about ‘bots’ the children enjoyed following and 

creating different sets of instructions, and programming them in for the bot to follow the algorithms.  

They discussed whether it followed the path they had predicted and why it might have changed 

paths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In History, we have been looking at the British Monarchy. With a special focus on King Charles III 

and Queen Elizabeth II. We have completed a timeline and the role of a monarch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For reading, we have been recapping and applying the eight reading strategies to complete 

various reading tasks. We especially enjoyed our reading for pleasure sessions and making 

connections to the text we are reading or have read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In DT, we have been exploring and making linkages, which we will use to create a ‘Moving 

Monster’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 – We have been learning how to measure length using metres (m), centimetres (cm) and 

millimetres (mm). The children explored when to choose the most appropriate unit of measure 
and practised using rulers and metre sticks accurately. They measured everyday objects around 
the classroom, compared lengths and recorded their measurements using the correct units and 
symbols. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children also worked on converting between units, understanding that 100 centimetres make 
a metre and 10 millimetres make a centimetre. Through practical activities and problem-solving 
tasks, they developed confidence in estimating, measuring and checking their answers. The class 
showed great enthusiasm and growing accuracy as they applied these skills to real-life situations. 
 
We thoroughly enjoyed an exciting interactive theatre workshop linked to their cross-curricular 
History topic on the Ancient Egyptians. The workshop brought learning to life through drama, 
storytelling and role-play, allowing the children to step back in time and experience aspects of 
Ancient Egyptian life first-hand. 
 
During the session, the children learned about daily life, beliefs, Pharaohs and the importance of 
the River Nile. They enthusiastically took part by acting out scenes, asking thoughtful questions 
and handling replica artefacts. The interactive nature of the workshop helped deepen their 
understanding and encouraged excellent engagement from all the children. 
 
The children showed great curiosity and teamwork throughout the experience, making it a 
memorable and valuable addition to their classroom learning. 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
This term in Science, Year 3 have been learning all about magnets and forces. We explored 
how forces are pushes and pulls that make objects move, stop, or change direction. We also 
learned that gravity is a force that pulls objects towards the Earth. 
 
The children enjoyed investigating magnets and discovering which materials are magnetic. They 
tested different objects and found that materials like iron and steel are attracted to magnets, 
while others are not. We also learned about the North and South poles of magnets and 
observed how magnets can attract and repel each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 – In computing we have been using the program Turtle Academy, to practise our coding 

skills. We were able to use different codes such as ‘fd’ to move our turtle forwards and create our 

initials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

China day 2026, Year 4 participated in our own Chinese Day. For this children 

 took part in various activities; created pottery out of clay, we learnt Chinese 

 numbers and words and learnt how to write using calligraphy. We also 

 recreated a Chinese painting using water colours. In the afternoon, we 

 watched Chinese fan dancing and then, in groups recreated the routines!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English we have finished our unit on poetry. Our final  

piece of writing, was to create a poem using the structure  

of ‘City Jungle’ by Pie Corbett but about Chinese New  

Year. We used figurative language such as metaphors  

and personification to create a similar language style  

and also stayed true to the layout. We used our planning 

session to generate lots of language and research special  

events and features of the Chinese New Year celebration  

to help us to describe.  
 

In History, we have started our new unit about Shang  

Dynasty. After we composed questions, what we want to  

find out from this unit, and recalled any prior knowledge  

from our home learning, we created a timeline of  

important events in this time period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 – In English, we have begun exploring our class text ‘Arthur and the Golden Rope’, which 

will help us to compose our own historical Viking narrative. We used our inference skills when 

looking at the front cover of the book; we asked questions and inferred what the text may be 

about, using our prior knowledge to help. We used images from the text to help map out the story, 

which will help us with our own writing structure. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In DT, we experimented with different moving mechanisms that  

are often used in ‘moving story books. In preparation for making  

our own moving storybooks, we made prototypes of our ideas  

and evaluated them, making any necessary tweaks before  

constructing the final product. 

 

PE - In our units of ‘Dodgeball’ and ‘social skills’ we have continued  

to improve the accuracy of our aim and ‘teamwork skills’. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

When we refined our techniques, we applied them to a competition, where we worked with our 

group to complete the obstacle course in the fastest time. We then designed our own ‘Viking- 

themed’ obstacle courses for homework. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

In History, we asked questions about life in the Viking Age and used a variety of different sources 

to answer our questions by summarising and synthesising the information we read. Using our 

prior knowledge combined with new facts discovered, we compared life in the Viking age with that 

of Roman Britain. Which of the two would you prefer to live in? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We learned that in 793AD, the Vikings - who had previously only attacked other boats- completed 

their first raid on British soil in a place called Lindisfarne…The Monastery of Lindisfarne! Despite 

an attack on a monastery causing shock and horror throughout Christendom, we learned that 

‘sacred/ holy land’ didn’t deter the Vikings as they felt the same persecution that many Pagans of 

the time experienced at the hand of Charlemagne- who was a Holy Roman Emperor. We used 

hot-seating to explore how the monks might have felt during the attack and then, wrote diary 

entries from that perspective (choosing to present our writing on paper inspired by illuminated 

manuscripts such as ‘The Lindisfarne Gospels’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 – The children have produced some fantastic timelines including key events of World 

War One this week.  They showed that they can place events chronologically on a timeline and 
have done so in a very creative and eye-catching way. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Art the children have been exploring  
artwork from World War One to link with our War  
and Peace topic.  We learnt about how the government 
commissioned artists to produce artwork for a  
certain purpose and responded to a range of different  
paintings, considering the impact they had on us.  
Our focus artist this term is Paul Nash.  We viewed 
examples of his trench landscapes and used  
sketching skills to reproduce an image, focussing on  
the background first and then the finer detail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The children have really impressed us with their poetry inspired by World War One.  After reading 
a range of poems written for different purposes, children planned and wrote their own example.  
They worked hard to include figurative devices in order to create an image in the reader’s mind.  
Children also thought carefully about purpose and audience.   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As part of our ‘All Living Things’ unit, children have set up an investigation to observe the 
conditions in which mould grows and thrives best on a slice of bread.  We have placed the slices 
of bread in sealed freezer bags in various locations around the school and will be observing the 
bread every few days to see how much, if any, mould has grown. After this, we will draw scientific 
conclusions and assess whether our initial predictions were correct. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

At APS we talk about the values that underpin our school aims. Children at Alexandra aspire to 
be successful learners who enjoy learning through demonstrating the following values:  

 

Confidence 

Alexandra children, staff, parents and carers are enthusiastic and articulate about their learning 

and their school community. Children know they can say how they feel and know how to 

communicate their thoughts and feelings. If we teach children to be articulate then they can 

develop their skills and consequently, become more confident. 
 

What are you reading at the moment?   

How do you think you are doing with your learning so far this year? 

What are you looking forward to doing next half term? 
 

 

 

        

        

 
 

 

       


