
 

 

 

 
 

 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 
 

The children and staff are coping supremely with the hot conditions at school.  The lower humidity 
has really helped.  We ask that jumpers, cardigans and Year 6 hoodies remain at home as the 
heat wave looks to continue into next week too. 
 

School reports should be available today.  Please check your child’s school bag.  Parents evening 
drop in, is on Monday from 3:45pm in the school hall.   
 

It has been another fun packed and busy few weeks.  The APS Times will be available next week 
along with the APS Chronicle.  
 

Over the course of the year through events such as the discos, sponsored skip / hop, reading 
events, one good thing, the winter raffle and wonderful women,  this year, parents and children 
have raised over £7400.  This is huge and remarkable achievement.  We would like to thank you 
for your generosity and assure you that this money will be spent on the children.  We already 
have plans in place, some will be spent on new playground games and equipment and shade 
sails for the quad.  
 

Classes for next year: 
Year 6 Miss. Cooper 6SC 

5C 
Miss. Carberry 6C 

5R 
Mr. Berryman 6B 

5S 

Year 5 Miss. Conway 5C 
4P 

Mr. Brain 5B 
4S 

Ms. Sheikh 5S 
4H 

Year 4 Miss. Raymond 4R 
3S 

Miss. Padda 4P 
3CS 

Ms. Sloane 4S 
3B 

Year 3 Miss. Sanchez 3S 
2M 

Mr. Severn 3JS 
2C 

Miss. Barry 3B 
2G 

Year 2 Miss. Gray 2G 
1S 

Mr. Cuell 2C 
1C 

Mrs. Mila 2M 
1B 

Year 1 Miss. Crowder 1C 
Yellow 

 

Mrs. Mansfield / Mrs. Bradfield 1B 
Red 

 

Miss. Stubbs 1S 
Blue 

Reception Miss. Harji / 
Ms.Caruthers  

Blue 

Miss. Smith Yellow Miss. Savill Red 
 

Nursery Mrs. Lovett / Mrs. McLauglin  
 

And don’t forget: 
       

In July, we have… 
South Asian Heritage Month 18th July – 17th August 

17th July is World Emoji Day 
24th July Samaritans Awareness Day  

30th July International Day of Friendship 
https://www.un.org/en/observances/friendship-day 

Thought for the week:    
 

Progress rarely comes from waiting until you're ready.  
It comes from taking the next small step, learning from it, and taking another. 
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Question of the week: 
 

If I could improve just one habit this week, 
 that would make everything else a little easier, what would it be? 

 

Nursery – This week in Nursery we have been reading all our favourite stories about sea 

creatures. The children also did an amazing job performing in our end of Nursery assembly. The 
children have been using their art skills to create detailed paintings using small paint brushes. 
They have enjoyed engaging in pirate role play and adding narrative to their play. In Maths, the 
children have been consolidating their mathematical vocabulary with the concept of heavy and 
light. Last week the children set their boats to sail and had great fun watching them float. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception – Our exciting new topic is all about Minibeasts! The children are enjoying exploring 

the outdoor environment to look for minibeasts. Lots of worms, woodlice and snails have been 

spotted in the Reception Garden. The children have been showing great care for the minibeasts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of their learning, the children have created some wonderful minibeast inspired artwork 

using a range of materials and resources. They have been looking closely to check specific 

features of the minibeasts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The children have worked hard at writing their own ‘What am I?’ clues for their favourite 

minibeasts.  They thought carefully about the features of different minibeasts and thoroughly 

enjoyed reading them out to their classmates at home time. Can you work out which minibeasts 

the children are describing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, the children have been learning all about 2D and 3D shapes. To link their learning to 

minibeasts, the children created wonderful minibeast pictures using 2D shapes.  

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 - In English, we have been working hard on our non-fiction writing by writing our own set 

of instructions for a sandwich based on the sandwich in the lighthouse keeper’s lunch story. 
Children have been using their bossy verbs and adverb in sentences to uplevel their writing. As 
well as this, we have tried hard to continue using our neatest handwriting, capital letters, full stops 
and finger spaces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Maths, we have been working on our knowledge and understanding of time. We have been 
focusing on o’clock and half past. We have also been comparing different times such as seconds, 
minutes and hours and how long it takes to complete different tasks such as brushing teeth and 
walking to school.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Geography we have continued our learning about the seaside and coastline and what holiday 
posters look like to advertise holiday destinations around the world. Children will be going on to 
design their own posters for a place in the world that means something to them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Science we have been looking at plants, and we have completed an investigation planting 
beans into tissue and water and seeing what plants need to grow tall and successfully.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 2 – In Computing, we are looking at the International Space Station. The children enjoyed 

watching the video ‘Living on ISS’ using the link: NASA Kids Zone 3—International Space Station. 

Before starting the task, we discussed that astronauts live and work in these modules and that 

the ISS has big solar panels that turn sunlight into electricity. The children worked in pairs, on 

their iPad, to manoeuvre around the Space Station locating and labelling where the astronauts 

eat, sleep, where the toilet is and where fire extinguishers are kept.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Music, we have been using Myths and Legends as our starting point.  We have thought about 

the dynamics (how loud and soft the music is), the pitch (how low or high the tone is) and the 

timbre (how specific voice or instruments sound when thinking about our own rhythms to 

accompany the myth, St George and the Dragon.  We have worked hard in our groups to compose 

our own piece of music; we considered the importance of starting to play and stop at the same 

time.  To move on to the next section at the same time and play at the same speed and volume. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In dance, the children have enjoyed exploring space and how their body can move to express an 

idea, mood, character or feeling. They practised travelling actions and used them in relation to 

stimulus. They worked hard to keep in time with their group, to the count of 8. During the lesson 

they also explored pathways, levels, shapes, directions, speeds and expression. 

          

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Science, the children have been exploring the properties of different materials. We investigated 

a range of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, metal, glass and fabric. We learned to 

describe their properties using scientific vocabulary such as hard, soft, flexible, waterproof and 

transparent. The children carried out simple investigations to compare materials and considered 

why certain materials are best suited for different objects. They have enjoyed making predictions, 

observing carefully and explaining their ideas using evidence from their investigations. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 – For writing, we have been exploring how stories can be told through comic strips and 

graphic storytelling. The children have examined Marcia Williams' unique style, identifying 
features such as speech bubbles, captions, illustrations, sound effects and sequencing. They 
have used these techniques to retell parts of Greek myths in their own short performances. Now, 
Year 3 are in the process of using comic-strip formats to develop their creativity, vocabulary and 
understanding of this type of narrative structure, to produce their own version of a graphic story 
telling comic strip. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Science, we did some outdoor learning and investigated shadows. We went out in the morning 
and carefully observed how the Sun makes shadows. We learnt that shadows change in size and 
direction during the day.  We tested different objects to see which made the darkest shadows and 
learned that opaque objects block light. This activity helped us understand that shadows are 
formed when light is blocked by an object. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
As part of our learning about Greece, Year 3 enjoyed a Greek food tasting session. The children 

sampled a variety of traditional Greek foods and used their senses to describe the different 

flavours, textures, and aromas. They were encouraged to try new foods and share their opinions, 

making links between the delicious dishes and what they had learned about Greek culture. It was 

a fun and memorable way to bring our topic to life! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Design and Technology this term, Year 3 have been designing and making their own cushions. 

Over the weeks, the children have been practising their sewing skills, including cross stitch and 

appliqué, to create colourful and creative designs. They explored different fabrics and are now in 

the process of carefully assembling their cushions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 4 - In English, we are focusing on the text ‘Mama Miti’, which we are already familiar with 

from our PSHE unit this term. We enjoyed creating colourful story maps to help us to remember 

the important points of the story, sequence them correctly and retell the story to our classmates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In Maths, we have been looking at position and direction. We’ve described position on a grid using 

coordinates, plotted coordinates on a grid, drawn 2-D shapes on a grid using coordinates and 

translated points and shapes on a grid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Science, we used our knowledge about simple series circuits to investigate which materials are 

electrical conductors and which are insulators. Conductors are materials that allow the flow of 

electricity. Insulators do not. We tested a range of materials around the classroom and observed 

that all of the conductors were made of metal. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Year 5 – In PE, we have been continuing to choreograph and rehearse our Tudor dance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In History, we have been learning what life was like in the Middle Ages and about the War of the 

Roses, which culminated in the battle of Bosworth. Inspired by Marcia Williams and the ‘Bayeaux 

Tapestry’ we chose to recount this turbulent era of British history using graphics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also consolidated our chronology skills by creating timelines of key events from the Middle 

Ages and Tudor period of history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In DT, we have been continuing with our soft  

toy project. This week we have focused on 

 using fabric for appliqué and embellishments  

to make our products more realistic. Some of  

us chose to also experiment with embroidery  

to create contour and outlines. 

 

In Science, we have been learning about  

living things and their Habitats. We explored 

 the diet and characteristics of the animals  

as well as the dangers posed by changes to 

 their habitats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      On Sports Day, Zahra 5C scored the highest  

      number of skips (128) completed in 1 minute by  

      a Year 5 child. Here she is with her prize! 



Year 6 –  This week, children have impressed us all with their performance of The Lion King. 

Hours and hours of practise and preparation went into putting on such an amazing show and 

every single child should be proud of their role on stage or behind the scenes. Thank you 

parents for your support with costumes and helping your children learn lines and songs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, most of the children visited their new secondary schools for their Transition Day. 

Although many were nervous, they came back to APS with confidence and big smiles. It was 

wonderful hearing their stories about how they spent the day and the activities they took part in. 

Children also have completed some lessons in school discussing thoughts and feelings about 

transition and completed some creative writing linked to the subject on Writer’s Toolbox. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children really enjoyed taking part in our final Alexandra  
Sports Day. Children had fun and were active all morning.  
It was especially encouraging seeing them engage with  
the sponsored skip. They have learned that sustained  
skipping is hard work and requires stamina and coordination! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

What question did you ask this week that helped you learn something new? 

What's a mistake you've made that turned into a valuable lesson? 

Who has taught you something memorable at work, and what was it? 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

        

 
 

 

       


