
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 
 

It was lovely to see so many parents for the Nursery and Reception singalong this week. We also 
had a really good attendance at the Rock Steady concerts too.   
 

School Disco - Children and had a great deal of fun at the Discos and raised 

over £1800 to help support enrichment opportunities in school, such as trips, 

performances and workshop for children amongst others. 
 

Thank you so much to parents for supporting ‘One Good Thing’.  We had a fantastic response 

and have far too many gifts for one raffle, so some of the prizes will be saved up to be used at 

future events.  We will be holding 2 raffles, 1 with children’s prizes and one with adult’s prizes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School now has a Facebook page for parents and carers to view posts. 

You can find it by scanning this QR code. 
 

School Attendance to Thursday 11th December was 95.4% with 11.8%  

persistently absence.  We know at this time of year, it is hard because  

children fall ill.  Do talk to us if you need further information. Currently  

we are ranked 5th out of 49 schools for attendance. Nationally APS is in 

the top 20-30% of school for attendance. 
 

A reminder that holiday activities can be found from the website below. All the HAF activities 

information for Winter and support for booking can be found on  

Hounslow Family Service Directory HAF programme website. Hounslow HAF can be contacted 

at HAF@hounslow.gov.uk.  
 

Pupil Premium - parents and carers can apply for free school meals if you receive any of the 

following benefits: 
 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Universal Credit (household income must be below a certain threshold, usually around 

£7,400 per year after tax) 
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• Child Tax Credit (without Working Tax Credit, and with an annual income below £16,190) 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

How to Apply – Parents can apply: Online via your local council’s website, search “free school 

meals” or by paper form, available from the school office or via the school website: 

https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/free-school-meals 
 

You’ll need your National Insurance number and some details about your benefits or income. 

The local council will check eligibility through a secure system and let you know the result.  
 

A reminder that you can email the school office via this email address 
office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk .  
 

You may sometimes want to discuss concerns and issues with class teachers.  You can email 
using office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  or telephone on 020 8570 6826. 
 

Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns:  
 

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 

Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

School finishes at 1:30pm on Friday 19th December.  Both nursery slots will be in the 

morning and aftercare will be closed.  
 

And don’t forget: 
       

In December, we have… 

Santa Tracker 
https://www.noradsanta.org/en 

 
21st December - Winter solstice, shortest day 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/when-winter-solstice-shortest-day 
 

25th December - Christmas Day  
 

26th December - Boxing Day Bank Holiday  
 

31st December - New Year’s Eve 
 

Thought for the week:    
 

"Start where you are.  Use what you have. Do what you can.” 
 

Question of the week: 
 

What’s the most unexpected compliment you’ve ever received? 

Nursery – We have had a busy few weeks with our learning focused on the stories ‘Goldilocks 

and the Three Bears’ and ‘Whatever Next’. The children have been acting out the stories, using 
story book vocabulary and practising their retelling of a story.  
 

The children explored with a range of objects and used the words hot and cold to describe the 
temperature of them. They then followed the instructions to make and taste their own porridge.  
In Maths, we have focused on ordering by size and recognising groups of up to 3 objects.  
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The children did some amazing singing and performing at our Early Years Sing Along. The 
children take part in story and rhyme time everyday in Nursery, this is an important part of our 
routine which supports their language development.  
 

The children have been developing their communication skills and demonstrating how they can 
work as a team, this was especially evident in our indoor construction area this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception – We have been thoroughly enjoying their journey around the world as they learn 

about a variety of countries and cultures. Last week, their travels took them to magical Lapland. 

The children were fascinated to discover what life is like in this snowy part of the world and 

enjoyed talking about the Arctic climate and winter animals. 
 

As part of their creative learning, the children made wonderful snowmen and Christmas trees. 

They used their fine motor control to cut circles for the snowmen and used a variety of materials 

to create their trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The children are also making great progress in their writing. This week, they have been practising 

using their Phase 2 and 3 phonemes to write simple words and sentences. They are becoming 

much more confident at sounding out words independently. It has been lovely to see how proud 

they are of their work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children took part in their Early Years Singalong this week. What a wonderful performance it 

was! Over the past few weeks, they have been busy learning all the songs and actions, practising 

with excitement and enthusiasm. Their hard work truly shone through as they performed with such 

confidence, big smiles and beautifully clear voices. It was a joy to see how proud they were of 

themselves. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 - In English, we have been working hard on recapping our learning about fact files by 

looking at the characters from our story for this half term, ‘Amazing Grace’. We have looked at 
and explored the features of fact files such as subheadings and writing interesting facts. As well 
as this, we have tried hard to continue using our neatest handwriting, capital letters, full stops and 
finger spaces. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Science we have learnt all about different habitats around the world such as rainforests, 
woodlands, deserts and oceans. We have explored the different animals that live in each habitat 
and how each of them is formed and the features that make up each one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Maths, we have been working on numbers up to 20, ordering and comparing them. We have 
worked with different objects to practice our greater than, less than and equal to understanding. 
We have also worked on addition skills with numbers up to 20, especially thinking about 1 more 
and 1 less.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 2 - In D&T we have been working extremely hard as a team to complete our models of the 

London Eye. We had to design our structure first and then label our design with the materials we 

will use to build our structure. This task was at first quite tricky for us as it involved a lot of cutting 

and putting together, like a jigsaw puzzle. However, now that they are almost complete we are 

overjoyed at the outcome and they actually rotate like the real London Eye. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Science, We have been learning about the suitable habitats for ‘Bill’ and looking at and 

describing the properties of materials. The children enjoyed building a nest for Bill, a tiny bird, 

who needed a home.  The children collected the material found in the playground and made their 

nests with leaves, bark and sticks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, we have been looking at equal groups and commutativity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 – We have been incredibly busy learning about different Worldviews through our 

Religious Education lessons. We have been studying the idea of morals and developing our 
understanding of where morals come from and how our worldviews can help us shape these. We 
learnt about the Ten Commandments for Christians, the 613 Mitzvot’s for Judaism and the Five 
Pillars of Islam. 
 
                                                                  Then, we had to work together to identify how the  
                                                                  different worldviews guidance on morals are similar to  
                                                                  each other before having to match these up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The teachers in Year 3, have been incredibly impressed with the quality of homework that the 
children are submitting! We have learnt about nutrition and how it is one of the key elements for 
sustaining life through our Science lessons.  
 
We learnt about the effects that different parts of a balanced diet have on our body and the 
benefits of our balanced diet. As part of their homework task the children were asked to prepare, 
with the help of an adult, a healthy snack and to write a set of instructions to go with it.   
 
 
Here is a selection of recipes from a few of our children! 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Year 4 – In Science we continued with our unit on ‘Animals including Humans’, we used our 

previous knowledge on teeth and carried out further research on what we can do to keep them 

healthy.  

 

We then used this knowledge to plan an experiment to test the question: 

‘Are all liquids healthy for our teeth?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

We looked at fair tests where we learned to keep all variables the same, except one – in this case 

the type of liquid. We set up our experiment and will be observing the outcomes over the course 

of the week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In History we have researched the life of arctic explorers such as Ernest Shackleton. From this 

research we composed a biography, informing the reader of these facts. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In DT as part of our textile unit, we explored the different types of fastenings found on clothing 

and bags today. From our findings we were able to decide on the fastening that will best fit our 

design brief for our Arctic book coverings. So far we have designed our front covers, thinking 

about the purpose of the book, colour, sewing technique and material. We practiced sewing 

techniques and begun to sew our own book cover page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have created some excellent homework this term. Here is an example of the posters and 

models all about teeth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 - In English we have been learning about poetry. Our model text is all about rain and 

contained lots of metaphors to help the reader visualise. Because it depicted rain as ‘negative’ 

weather, we studied the poet’s use of emotive language and how that might have been different 

had the poem been written from a perspective where rain is viewed positively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In Art we have been exploring line, form and perspective through the context of ‘South African 

Animals’. Because we found it difficult to ensure our drawings were proportionate, we 

experimented with using a grid to help us- it certainly worked; our sketches of an elephant are 

fabulous! We have also been learning about mixing colours to create light and dark tones as 

shades of light and dark are important for creating perspective. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, Year 5 have been diving into the world of fractions. Pupils have been learning how to 

compare and order fractions, find equivalent fractions, and convert between improper fractions 

and mixed numbers. They have also been using visual models—like fraction walls and number 

lines—to build strong conceptual understanding. We’ve been particularly impressed with how 

confidently the children are now with adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator, 

and many are beginning to tackle fractions with different denominators too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 6 - A group of Year 6 children recently took part in Bikeability training.  They 
were taught how to ensure their bicycles were “road ready” and the importance of 
wearing the correct safety equipment to protect themselves.  Once completing 
some training in the playground, they were ready to practise cycling on the local 
roads.  We are proud of how sensible and safe the children were and how well they 
managed in the cold, rain and snow! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children have been working hard in DT this term and have been creating an automata 

mechanical toy based on their knowledge and understanding of the Victorian era.  They have 

worked together to design and make a structure and have developed new skills in measuring, 

sawing, joining and drilling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 5 and 6 Reading Ambassadors are taking part in the Hounslow Library Service book 

awards.  Over the next few months, they have the exciting job of reading and reviewing a variety 

of new, recommended books.  They will then share their reviews of the books with the rest of 

the school and everyone will get a chance to borrow them from our library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across Year 6, children celebrated Maths Week in a variety of different ways.  We completed 

the daily problem-solving challenges, took part in times table challenges and some of us even 

used our bodies to solve BIDMAS questions in groups.  Can you spot the numbers they are 

trying to create? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At APS we talk about the values that underpin our school aims. Children at Alexandra aspire to 
be successful learners who enjoy learning through demonstrating the following values:  

Respect 
 

Alexandra children, staff, parents and carers endeavour to work and play with everyone within 

their community and show respect for every group and individual, the school environment and 

themselves.  We demonstrate self-respect and believe that everyone should be treated fairly and 

equally and with compassion. 

 

What did you read this week that made you stop and think? 
 

What activity challenged you the most? 
 

What did you practice this week and improved in? 
 

Do you know how you are doing? 
 

Did you practice a kind act this week? 
 

        

        

 
 

 

       


