
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy New Year!   We hope you managed to have a lovely break. The 
children have been very busy learning over the past few weeks.  
 
Weekly posts will be made to school social media account the school 
Facebook page.  
 

School is now using the Arbor Parent Portal.  Over 75% of parents have now signed up to the 

Parent Portal App which is fantastic – thank you.  You can find out more information about it from 

the website: https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/news.  The school office can help 

with this too. 

 

It is very important that children attend school daily.  There have been over 544 school days lost 

to term time leave.  The impact of term time leave can have significant impact on children’s 

learning, wellbeing and progress.  Regular school attendance is one of the strongest predictors 

of success in school. Wherever possible, holidays and appointments should be planned outside 

of term time to ensure children benefit from consistent, uninterrupted learning and remain fully 

engaged in school life. Further information can be found from the school website in the school 

attendance section. 

  

Pupil Premium - parents and carers can apply for free school meals if you receive any of the 

following benefits: 
 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Universal Credit (household income must be below a certain threshold, usually around 

£7,400 per year after tax) 

• Child Tax Credit (without Working Tax Credit, and with an annual income below £16,190) 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

How to Apply – Parents can apply: Online via your local council’s website, search “free school 

meals” or by paper form, available from the school office or via the school website: 

https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/free-school-meals 
 

You’ll need your National Insurance number and some details about your benefits or income. 

The local council will check eligibility through a secure system and let you know the result.  
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You may sometimes want to discuss concerns and issues with class teachers.  You can email 
using office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  or telephone on 020 8570 6826. 
 

Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns:  
 

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 

Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

And don’t forget: 
       

In January, we have… 

Veganuary 2026 – January 15th  
https://www.awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/veganuary/ 

 
Big Schools Birdwatch 2026 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/get-ready-for-big-schools-birdwatch 
 

 

Thought for the week:    
 

‘Gratitude for basic abilities (breathing, seeing) can change your energy and attract 
positivity, viewing problems as growth chances.’ 

 

Question of the week: 
 

Does your family have any family traditions.  If so can you share them? 
 

Nursery – We are currently reading a range of traditional tales in Nursery. This week, the 

children enjoyed acting out the story of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. We have also introduced an 
interactive phonics table where the children can explore and embed the learning that has taken 
place in our adult-led sessions.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week the children have focused on rhyming words. They found rhyming strings to add to the 
silly soup song. In Maths, we have been focusing on positional and directional language.  
 
 
The children played games to describe where the monkey is hiding and to tell Little Red Riding 
Hood which route to take on her journey using key vocabulary like on, in, next to, forwards and 
backwards.  
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Thank you for supporting our Nursery fundraising, we are very pleased to say that we raised 
nearly £90 towards our Theatre visit in a few weeks’ time. 
 

Reception – We have started the Spring term full of energy, enthusiasm, and with a real love of 

learning. The children have settled back into beautiful routines and are showing great confidence 

across all areas of the curriculum. 

    

In Phonics, the children have continued to make excellent progress with their Phase 3 phonemes. 

They are becoming more confident at recognising and using new sounds and digraphs, and this 

is clearly reflected in their writing. We have been so impressed with their growing independence, 

letter formation and willingness to write for different purposes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, the children have been exploring the concept of zero (0). They have demonstrated a 

strong understanding of what 0 means and how it differs from other numbers, using practical 

activities, games and discussions to support their learning. It has been wonderful to see them 

confidently explaining their thinking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

   

 



Our topic of ‘Winter’ has fitted perfectly with the chilly weather! The children have enjoyed learning 

about the seasonal changes and have created some fantastic artwork showing the things we 

might see, wear or experience during the winter months. Their creativity and attention to detail 

have really shone through. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very proud of how hard the children are working and look forward to an exciting term 

ahead filled with lots more learning and fun. 
 

Year 1 - In English, we have been working hard on our poetry learning by looking at alien poems 

and focusing on the poem “The Alien” by Julie Holder. We have looked at and explored the 
features of poetry such as rhyme, adjectives to describe, and writing our own descriptive 
sentences about our aliens. As well as this, we have tried hard to continue using our neatest 
handwriting, capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Science we have begun our new topic on materials. We have explored the different materials 
around us that we encounter every day and why these materials are used for different tasks 
depending on their properties.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Maths, we have been working on numbers up to 20, focusing particularly on our number bonds 
to 20. We have worked with different objects to practice making our number bonds and have 
explored different ways to make them. We have also used different methods to show the number 
bonds such as part whole models, tens frames, counters, cubes and counting objects. We have 
also worked on addition skills with numbers up to 20, especially thinking about 1 more and 1 less.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
In History we have begun our learning on space by learning about astronauts from the past and 
the development of space travel over the last 60 years. We have looked at the space race and 
how America and Russia developed their space programmes and launched different astronauts 
into space at different times and the achievements they completed in this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 2 – We have had a fantastic start to our Term and have been thrilled to experience different 

animals and learn about their habitats from Zoo Labs. We met a giant snail, a tropical cockroach, 

a hairy tarantula, a gorgeous tree frog and a corn snake! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For English, linked to our new theme this term, ‘Born to be Wild’, we have been looking at features 

of a fantasy story and completing activities linked to our class text, ‘HOM’. We enjoyed the acting 

out the different events in the story. 

 

We also created some Haiku poems based on our own  

designed monsters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Term in PE, we have started our Gym unit with our specialist Gymnastic Coach – Miss Anna. 

We have practised balancing and rolls – developing control and form throughout. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 – We have had a fantastic start to the new year and are ready for an exciting and 

progressive half term. We have kicked off the new year with a new topic – The Ancient Egyptians.  
 
During the holidays, the children were given the task of researching about the Ancient Egyptians, 
in preparation for this term’s learning. The children produced some amazing pieces, which 
included written research containing lots of fact, artwork and artefacts. Their amazing pieces are 
displayed on our Year Group Gallery in Year 3.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
In English, we have been looking at narrative poetry and been working incredibly hard  
exploring the features of a narrative poem.  To help us learn how to construct a  
narrative poem, we first used some drama and acting to help us memorise and recite the poem. 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have also been learning a lot of amazing facts about our new topic for this term; Ancient  
Egypt. We have been learning about the history of Ancient Egypt and were tasked with crafting  
a timeline of some of the most important events in Ancient Egypt. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 4 – In Science, this half term we have been  

looking at the water cycle and discussing the  

scientific vocabulary found in the water cycle i.e. 

condensation, evaporation, precipitation and  

collection.   The children had the opportunity to  

show what they already know about these terms  

as well as pose questions that they would like to  

answer throughout the term.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been inundated with some excellent homework from the Year Group about our new 

history topic ‘Shang Dynasty’  

 

Here are some examples:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We have started our new unit about landscape poetry and looking this week at figurative 

language- in particular metaphors- to describe China. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 - We have been developing our balance and agility through our ‘Social Skills’ unit as well 

as the ability to work as part of a team to approach a challenge tactically. We had lots of fun 

completing our Viking themed obstacle course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our other PE unit Dodgeball, we have been developing the accuracy of our aim as this will be 

a crucial skill when playing the game. We also learned tactics to ‘dodge’ the ball as it is an equally 

important skill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In English, we have been learning all about ‘Kennings Poems’ which were popular amongst the 

Viking and Anglo-Saxon people. We used images to inspire us and our knowledge of suffixes and 

hyphens to create our Kennings phrases. We challenged ourselves to use more ambitious 

vocabulary, which will now be useful as we begin our narrative unit based on Jason and the 

Golden Rope. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every morning in Year 5, we get busy consolidating our learning and revising our Maths, Reading 

and Writing skills by working independently or working together using a range of online apps. 

       

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Here are some more examples of our homework where we  

researched Viking longboats and helmets and used our creative  

skills to make our own version for display in the year group. 

 

 

We are proud of our work and look forward to sharing it with our  

classmates!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 – The children have settled back into school beautifully after the Winter break and have 

jumped enthusiastically into their topic of War and Peace.  In History, we have explored a range 
of primary sources from World War I and made observations and inferences about what we could 
learn based on them.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Gymnastics, children were developing their skills in a range of rolls including teddy bear rolls 
and forward rolls.  In addition to this, they practiced cartwheels and built their confidence in this 
using a bench to support themselves.  Children were engaged and enthusiastic and made 
progress, ensuring that they were safe and sensible.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Science this term, children have begun their new topic of All Living Things.  We learnt how 
taxonomists are scientists who specialise in the classification and grouping of living things.  
Children had discussions about how classification is essential when there are around 9 million 
different types of species on Earth.  We became taxonomists and classified a range of animals 
using key questions and scientific vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In PSHE, we are focusing on our dreams and  
goals, which is a very suitable topic to start the  
new year off with.  Children spent time making 
a list of their own strengths and then set goals  
for themselves for the new year: one for school  
and one for outside of school.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children discussed how nice it felt to tell their peers about their strengths and to complement each 
other. 
  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At APS we talk about the values that underpin our school aims. Children at Alexandra aspire to 
be successful learners who enjoy learning through demonstrating the following values:  

 

Honesty 
 

Alexandra children, staff, parents and children learn that honesty is to say what we think and is 

telling what really happened. Honesty is telling the truth. When we feel honest, we feel clear on 

the inside. There are no contradictions in thoughts, words and actions. We learn that honesty is 

having a clear conscience and that being honest brings trust. 
 

Did you enjoy your holiday? 

Did you read and what did you enjoy?  Did you find time to complete some homework? 

What are you looking forward to doing this term? 
 

 

        

        

 
 

 

       


