
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

We are delighted to welcome our children and families to a new school year at Alexandra Primary School. 

This is an exciting and important time in your child’s education. The skills, knowledge and positive habits 

that children develop each day provide essential foundations for their future success, both in school and 

beyond. 
 

At Alexandra Primary School, our aim is to create a happy, safe and inclusive community where every 

child belongs, thrives and achieves. We know that we can achieve the very best outcomes for our children 

when school and families work together in a positive and supportive partnership. 
 

Attendance Matters, regular attendance plays a vital role in your child’s academic achievement, wellbeing 

and wider development. Every day in school provides opportunities for children to learn, develop 

friendships, build confidence and take part fully in school life. Last year, our whole-school attendance was 

95%, and we would like to thank all our parents and carers for their continued support. This year, Alexandra 

Primary School has set a whole-school attendance target of 96.2%, and we hope that by working together 

we can achieve this. 
 

Celebrating Excellent Attendance. At Alexandra Primary School, we actively promote and celebrate 

excellent attendance. Any class that achieves 100% attendance for the week will be rewarded with a mufti 

day the following week. Attendance certificates and other rewards will also be presented during our Friday 

Celebration Assemblies. 
 

Illness and Absence - We understand that there will be occasions when children are genuinely too unwell 

to attend school. However, children should attend school every day that they are well enough to do so. If 

your child has experienced vomiting or diarrhoea, please follow the school’s current guidance regarding 

when they may safely return to school. 
 

Where a child’s attendance falls below the expected standard, parents or carers may be invited to meet 

with us to discuss any difficulties affecting attendance and to identify any support that we can offer. Where 

appropriate, we may also request medical evidence to support future absences. If attendance does not 

improve and agreed attendance targets are not met, the school may make a referral to the School 

Attendance Support Service (SASS) for further support and action.  The school attendance policy can be 

found on the website Alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk.  (Click on the link). 
 

Term-Time Leave - Parents and carers are asked not to arrange holidays or other leave during term time. 

Alexandra Primary School will only authorise term-time leave in exceptional circumstances and where a 

request has been submitted in advance.  Unauthorised term-time leave may be referred to the Local 

Authority for further action, which could result in a penalty notice being issued. Term dates can be found 

on the school website. 
 

Medical Appointments and Entrance Examinations - Wherever possible, medical and dental appointments 

should be arranged outside school hours. If an appointment during the school day is unavoidable, please 

provide the school with evidence of the appointment so that the appropriate absence can be authorised.  

If your child needs to attend another school to sit an entrance examination, please provide us with a copy 

of the invitation letter. Only the reasonable amount of time required to attend and sit the examination will 

be authorised. 
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Concerns Between Children - We understand that, from time to time, disagreements or difficulties may 

arise between children.  

If your child tells you about an incident or you have any concerns about another child, please speak directly 

to a member of school staff rather than approaching the other child or their parent/carer yourself. This is 

important because staff are able to listen to everyone involved, establish what has happened and deal 

with the situation fairly and appropriately. Approaching other families directly can sometimes 

unintentionally make situations more difficult.  Please trust the school to investigate concerns carefully and 

work with everyone involved to reach a positive resolution. By communicating openly with the school, we 

can model respectful problem-solving for our children and maintain the positive relationships that make 

Alexandra a welcoming community. 
 

Arriving and Leaving School Safely - The beginning and end of the school day are particularly busy times. 

To help everyone enter and leave the school site safely and efficiently, please ensure that you use the 

correct designated gate for your child’s year group.  When walking along the paths around the school site, 

we also ask everyone to keep to the left-hand side wherever possible. This helps maintain a steady flow 

of people in both directions, reduces congestion and makes the site safer for children, families and staff. 
 

Please supervise younger children closely and be considerate of others, particularly around gates, 

entrances and busy pathways. We appreciate everyone's cooperation in making drop-off and collection as 

calm, safe and pleasant as possible. 
 

Thank you parents for following our drop off and collection arrangements.  It is really important to use the 

correct gates for both drop off and collection. These arrangements support safeguarding as when we 

are full there are nearly 650 children that need to attend and leave the site daily.  Following collection of 

your child, please ensure they remain with you and leave the site promptly.  
 

Working Together - Our children are at the heart of everything we do. Good attendance, positive 

relationships, respectful communication and a safe school environment all contribute to ensuring that 

Alexandra Primary School is a place where every child belongs, thrives and achieves. 
 

We greatly appreciate your support in maintaining these high standards and helping every child make the 

most of every school day.  
 

If you have any concerns about attendance, your child’s wellbeing, relationships with other children, or if 

there are circumstances where you feel your family needs additional support, please speak to us. We are 

here to work with you. You can contact the school office at office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership. We look forward to a happy, successful and positive 

school year together. 
 

The children have returned to school full of enthusiasm for learning and settled well into their new classes. 

School has invited parents and carers to welcome meetings and these introduced staff and provided some 

curriculum information.  More information, Welcome Booklets, Curriculum Overviews, the weekly learning 

overviews & PE days can be found on the school website found at www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk in the 

learning page.  
 

At Alexandra Primary School, we have thought carefully about our curriculum offer and how reading 
supports learning. Reading is the key to our curriculum and we teach 8 reading strategies and repeat these 
over the year. There is a great deal of research to suggest that the more children read or are read to or 
have reading modelled by parents, teachers and adults the more successful they will be later on in life. 
Encouraging and facilitating reading for pleasure is something that parents and carers can support their 
child with that will impact now and throughout their lives.   
 

 
Classes and teachers this year are as follows:    
 

Year 6 Miss Cooper 
6SC 

Ms Carberry 
6C 

Mr Berryman 
6B 

Year 5 Ms Conway 
5C  

Mr Brain 
5B 

Miss Sheikh 
5S 
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Year 4 Miss Raymond 
4R  

Ms Padda 
4P  

Miss Sloane 
4S 

Year 3 Miss Sanchez 
3S 

Mr Severn 
3JS 

Ms Barry 
3B 

Year 2 Ms Mila 
2M 

Mr Cuell 
2C 

Ms Gray 
2G 

Year 1 Ms Crowder 
1C 

Mrs Mansfield / Mrs  Bradfield 
1B 

Ms  Stubbs 
1S 

Reception Ms Smith  
Yellow class  

Ms Harji 
Blue class 

Mrs Savill 
Red class 

Nursery Ms Lovett 
Mrs  McLaughlin (SENDCO) 

 

Breakfast club and aftercare have some spaces at the moment.  Contact the school office if you 
would like to book one.  More information can be found in the Information for Parents area of the 
website.    
 
Secondary School Applications are now open - You can apply for a new Year 7 secondary 
school place for September 2027 if your child was born between 1 September 2015 and 31 
August 2016. Apply online at: www.hounslow.gov.uk/secondaryadmissions  Closing date is 31st 
October 2026.  
 

💚  Macmillan Coffee Morning ☕ 🍰  

We’re raising money for Macmillan Cancer Support and would love your help! 

🍰  Cake donations: Please bring cakes into school on Wednesday 23rd September.  (Home 

baked or shop bought) 

☕  Coffee Morning: Join us on Thursday 24th September 9–10am at Alexandra Primary 

School in the Community room  (near the main office) 
Come along for a cuppa, cake and a chat, and help us support this wonderful cause!  
 
And don’t forget: 
       

In September we have… 
 

9 September – Talk Like a Pirate Day 
21 September – World Alzheimer’s Day / International Day of Peace 

22 September – World Car Free Day 
25 September – World Pharmacists Day 

26 September – European Day of Languages 
27 September – World Tourism Day 

29 September – World Heart Day 
30 September – International Podcast Day 

Thought for the week: 
 

Every sunrise brings a fresh chance to chase your dreams. 
 

Question of the week: 
What’s your favourite board game? 

 

Nursery – The children in Nursery have been busy getting to know their  

new environment and routines. They have been exploring all the  
resources on offer and the garden has been a very popular place to play.  
The children have begun to establish the routine of sitting together to eat a  
snack and listen to a story. Our favourite story this week has been 
 ‘Down by the Station’. 
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Reception – Reception have begun the new academic year with great enthusiasm, excitement 

and confidence. The children are settling into their new routines with eagerness and a positive 

attitude, showing growing independence as they become familiar with their learning environment. 

They have been delighted to make new friends and are developing positive relationships with 

both their peers and adults. It has been wonderful to see them exploring new experiences, 

engaging in their learning, and building confidence as they begin this exciting new chapter of their 

school journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have been 

exploring shapes. They 

enjoy activities that 

encourage them to look at 

shapes and complete 

puzzles involving different 

colours and shapes.  

 

Creativity has been flowing in the classrooms, as 

the children explore a wide variety of materials and 

resources to bring their imaginative ideas to life. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 1 - In English, we have been reading the story of Little Red Riding Hood. We have 

visualised the setting, acted out the story and re-told the story! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Maths, we used objects to represent numbers with practical equipment. This helped us to 
then draw to represent numbers. We have then been learning how to count one more and one 
less. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
In Art, we are focusing on self-portraits, inspired by famous  
artists such as Frida Kahlo. We will learn about the styles of 
different artists to eventually create a self-portrait of our own  
in the style of our choice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                    In Science we are learning about the human body.           
                                                                   This week, we have been learning the names of the  
                                                                    human body. We labelled the different parts and  
                                                                    thought about which parts of the body we would use  
                                                                    to do certain things such as walk to the door, touch  
                                                                    our toes and wave to a friend! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In PSHE, we read the story, ‘Peace at Last’ by Jill Murphy where Mr Bear could not sleep. We 
then thought about strategies to help us when we can’t sleep. The children thought of ideas 
such as having a warm drink, drinking water, reading a book and opening a window if we were 
feeling hot. We also remembered our breathing tool box, which gives us strategies that we feel 
helps us as a class. 
 

Year 2 - In English, we have been learning about poems and their features. The children have 

been learning about similes and enjoyed coming up with different ones using like and as.   The 

children have enjoyed thinking about the different objects and their colours which has supported 

them to create their own rainbow poems. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In Science, we have been looking at the human lifecycle and discussing how we change and grow 

over time.  The children enjoyed gathering and recording matching animals to their offspring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Geography, we have been looking at, identifying and describing geographical features in 

London.  The children enjoyed looking at photos of famous London landmarks and geographical 

features and capturing their knowledge and understanding through art and words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 – Year 3 have made an excellent start to their life in KS2, and they have all engaged well 

with our learning over the last two weeks.  
 
In English, we have been looking at examples of performance poetry, this has given the children 
the opportunity to develop their oracy skills as they perform to an audience. We have studied the 
poem ‘The Quarry’, which has linked to our current history topic – the quarry. We have considered 
the language and features used within this poem, to incorporate our own ideas into our very own 
Stone Age poem.  
   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Science, we have been thinking like scientists as we have investigated different types of rocks; 
we have discussed the different features and have begun considering how each of the rock types 
are formed.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In History, the children have started learning about the Stone Age. We were all impressed by 
some of the astounding pieces of work that children completed over the summer holidays: some 
of which have made it onto our display boards in the year group! We thought about when the 
Stone Age occurred and have been able to place these key dates into a time line in chronological 
order. They have also started to learn about the different periods of the Stone Age and how 
lifestyles and artefacts differed from the Palaeolithic era and the Mesolithic era.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Year 4 – It has been great to see year 4 settling in so well into new routines! In English, we have 

been looking at poetry for the last couple of weeks. The children did a fantastic job of imitating 

the poem ‘The Deamer’ and wrote their own wishes about the environment as a poem. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               Salwa 4S                                                Jessica 4P                         

In Spanish, the children have learnt how to present themselves by using vocabulary such as hola, 

buenos dias and Como estas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Aahana 4P                                                      Shanvitha 4P  

In Science, the children have been looking at different habitats and grouping animals according 

to their characteristics. We even carried out a minibeast hunt to locate the animals in micro 

habitats within our school!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                             Hargunjeet 4R                                                  Mabel 4R 



 

 

For our holiday homework, we completed activities about our new Autumn Term topic ‘Frozen 

Kingdoms.’   Some of us created models of Arctic animals and this fantastic work can be seen on 

display in our year group:  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 - The children have made a fantastic start to Year 5, demonstrating responsibility, 

enthusiasm and creativity. This is especially true of the fantastic homework we received linked to 

our history topic on the ‘Anglo-Saxons’ and our science topic on ‘Space’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In English, we have been exploring Space-themed poetry. We created actions and gestures to 

use when reading our model text, “Six Ways to Look at the Moon”, by Pie Corbet- this really 

helped us understand what the poem was about. We also recalled our prior learning about the 

features of poetry, to help us identify the important aspects of language and structure used by the 

poet. Armed with this knowledge, we have begun to generate ambitious vocabulary to use in our 

own poetry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In Maths, we have been learning about numbers up to 1000,000. We explored the different ways 

that numbers can be represented before using our knowledge of place value to partition, compare 

and order numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In PE, we have also expressed our learning about space through dance. We explored ‘travelling’, 

‘balance’ and ‘rhythm’ to collaborate with others in the choreography of a motif. In our outdoor 

sessions, we have been developing our ball skills through passing and dribbling. 
 

Year 6 -  Children are setting into Year 6 very well and are getting used to being APS role models 

for the younger children. 
 
In English this week, children have explored Tennyson’s poem, The Eagle.  We started off 
completing a poetry jigsaw puzzle and piecing the stanzas together.  Then after exploring the 
poetic devices and vocabulary, children constructed their own poem in the same style about a 
lion.  Here is an example of some of our work so far: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Children have started our Autumn term topic of Evolution and Inheritance with curiosity and 
enthusiasm.  Lots of questions have already been asked, which will help inform our learning.  
 
This week, we learned the difference between inherited and acquired traits and we collected some 
class data on the inherited traits that we have.  Then, children displayed these results into a bar 
chart to help us spot patterns and trends.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Holiday Homework 

Children across the Year group really impressed us with the creativity and independence shown 

during the Summer break.  A range of models, posters and booklets were brought into school all 

about The Victorian Era.  This research and task have prepared the children for our Topic 

learning this term.  The work is all on display in the year group area- well done Year 6! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At APS we talk about the values that underpin our school aims. Children at Alexandra aspire to 
be successful learners who enjoy learning through demonstrating the following values:  

 
Independence. 

 

Alexandra children, staff, parents and carers work together to build independence. Learning to 

support yourself is fundamental for any success you ever hope to achieve. Children also feel self-

worth whenever they get to accomplish things on their own. We become more confident in facing 

challenges, which is important in preparing children for life outside of Alexandra. 
 

Did you enjoy your holiday? 

Did you experience anything new or different, can you tell us? 

What are you reading at the moment and would you recommend it?  

What skills have you practiced this week? 

What knowledge did you learn and did you share it with anyone? 

What are you looking forward to being able to do next week? 

 

 

     

      

 
 

 

     


