
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 
 
The summer term has begun with children enjoying trips and visitors to school.  Dr Ian Hunter, 

founder of the Writer’s Toolbox visited last week and children were able to ask him questions and 

discuss their work.  

 

Please remember to mark your child’s scooter so you know which one is yours.  If you take the 

wrong one by mistake, please return it. 

 

At this time of year, there may be a uniform that has been outgrown at home. Donations are very 

appreciated for the school shop. 

 

A reminder that you can email the school office via this email address. or Year Group Leaders 

office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk. 
 

You may sometimes want to discuss concerns and issues with class teachers.  You can email 
using office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  or telephone on 020 8570 6826. 
Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns:  
 

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 

Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

And don’t forget: 
       
In April, we have… 

22nd April - Earth Awareness Day  
https://www.earthday.org 

 
23rd April - St George’s Day 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk 
 

 

Thought for the week:    
 

Mistakes are proof that you are trying. 
 

Question of the week: 
 

How do you contribute to a better society? 
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Nursery – We have started our learning about farm animals. The children enjoyed listening to 

farm stories and sharing books about animals with their friends. We have added a farm shop to 
our role play area in the garden where children can pretend to buy fruit, vegetables, milk, egg and 
cheese. They have been writing shopping lists, ticking order forms and counting out coins. The 
children have been completing a range of art activities to help familiarise themselves with the 
animals’ features.  
 
This includes collaging ducks with feathers and painting horses. In Phonics we have been 
focusing on sounding out all of the sounds in short words. The children have been playing a game 
of buried treasure where they hunt for a picture and segment the sounds in the word. In Math’s, 
we have been exploring weight and using the words heavy and light to describe different objects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception –  The children have made a fantastic start to their new topic, ‘Out of the Egg’, and 

the children have shown great enthusiasm and curiosity in their learning. Over the past two weeks, 

they have been exploring the signs of spring. This has included learning about life cycles, with a 

particular focus on chicks and frogs, helping the children to understand how living things grow 

and change. 

 

As part of their creative work, the children have produced some beautiful artwork linked to the 

topic. They carefully crafted chicks hatching from eggs using paint, scissors, and sugar paper, 

demonstrating both creativity and improving fine motor skills. They also enjoyed painting bright 

spring flowers and making frogs through cutting and sticking activities. 

             

In addition to their topic work, the children had a wonderful time taking part in a baking activity. 

They followed a simple recipe, learning about the different ingredients and equipment needed. 

The children practiced important skills such as turn taking, mixing, and measuring. Of course the 

highlight for many was tasting their delicious cakes at the end! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 – In English, we have been working hard on our acrostic poem writing and thinking about 

the features of an acrostic poem and the layout of them. We wrote our own poems about 
dinosaurs as this linked well with our history learning about dinosaurs. As well as this, we have 
tried hard to continue using our neatest handwriting, capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Science we have begun our topic on animals and their diets. We have started looking at the 
foods that different types of animals eat and especially focusing on the vocabulary of carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
In Maths, we have been working on measure, particularly looking at mass, capacity and volume. 
We have compared the sizes of different containers using the words heavy, light, full and empty. 



We have done this through practical investigations as well as through reasoning and problem-
solving tasks. We have used different objects and drawings such as part whole models, tens 
frames, counters, cubes and counting objects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In History we have started our new  
topic on dinosaurs and the history of  
dinosaurs and how they lived. So far,  
we have found out about the word  
extinct and the work of  
palaeontologists and what they do in 
their job. This has helped us to  
understand about fossils and the  
importance they have in  
understanding the past. 

 
 
 
 

Year 2 – For English, we have been looking at traditional tales. We first had to recall what we 

already knew about traditional stories. Then, in small groups we performed and acted out the 

story. Next, we looked in more detail at the main features of a traditional tale and compared them 

to other stories we know. Now, we are in the process of planning our own version of the story 

‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ by thinking of and substituting new adjectives, verbs, adverbs and 

objects, to replace the ones in the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, we have been practicing telling the time. We first looked at how to tell O’clock and half 

past on an analogue clock. We then practiced and learnt quarter past and quarter too. After that, 



we learnt how to tell the time to the nearest 5 minutes. Now that we can tell the time, we now 

solving word problems involving time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Music this half term, we are looking at orchestral instruments.  We have been exploring how 

music and sound effects can tell a story and identifying how the music makes us feel.  The children 

enjoyed watching and then working in small groups to recall the story, “Do you want to build a 

Snowman?’ from Frozen.  The children enjoyed discussing and matching which part of the story 

went with which part of the music.  They then worked with their partner to identify the correct flash 

card (displaying an instrument) to the music.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In Computing we are studying Stop-Motion Animations. 

We have looked at a practical version of this through the creation of Flick-Books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 – Linked to our topic of Ancient Greece this term, in writing, we have been looking at 

Mythical creatures and shape poems. First, we looked at what calligrams are. Then, we looked at 
what features are needed to make a shape poem. Next, we used different language devices, such 
as adjectives, adverbs, alliteration and similes to help us describe a mythical creature.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Maths, we have been learning about capacity and volume. We investigated the difference 
between capacity and volume and were able to measure in millilitres and litres. Now, we are 
working on adding and subtracting different amounts of capacity and volumes.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In PE, we have been working with Dukes Meadows Tennis club, who have been teaching us the 
fundamentals of tennis and the skills needed in order to play tennis with a partner. So far, we 
have looked at how to hold a racket correctly, throw a tennis ball to our partner, while the other 
partner uses a racket to hit it back and how to use a racket correctly to hit the tennis ball over a 
net.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Spanish, Year 3 have been learning about different parts of the body. Once we learnt all the 
different parts in Spanish, we had lots of fun playing and singing the song ‘Head, Shoulder, Knees 
and Toes in Spanish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    



Year 4 - In PE, we have been using our cooperation and teamwork skills when completing some 

navigation and orienteering challenges. First, we completed a cone course activity where the 

route, key and suggested movements were given to us. We had to focus on rotating (orienting) 

the map depending on our direction of travel. We then worked together to create our own cone 

course activity, drawing a map on the grid and using a key to show what each symbol represented. 

We had to communicate well with each other and evaluate the effectiveness of our tactics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Science, we have started our new unit about sound and how we hear things. First, 

we discussed how sound travels and the term ‘vibrations’ and we enjoyed acting out 

the vibrations whilst feeling our vocal cords.  Using a map of the school, we visited 

different areas and noted down the sound level in each area, discussing which was 

the loudest section of the school. We learned about how ears can sense sound in the form of 

vibrations and send and receive signals from the brain.  

 

 

 

We labelled a diagram of the human ear to help us recall  

how exactly we hear sound.  

 

 

 

 

 



In Art, we have enjoyed exploring a variety of images of ancient Roman mosaics, discussing what 

features we noticed (common features, themes, designs and materials of mosaics) and sharing 

which of the mosaics was our favourite.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4H had a busy week practising their assembly all about the Romans, which they then performed 

to their proud parents. Their assembly included lots of fascinating facts, singing, battle 

reenactments and even a quiz for parents! Mrs Hounsell was very impressed with her class. Well 

done, 4H! 

 

 

    

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 – The children have had a fantastic start to the summer term. We have begun our 

Geography unit on the local area and are excited to learn more about how it has changed over 

time. We were shocked to learn that in the 1850s, many of the streets we live on, including 

Denbigh Road, were not built yet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English we are exploring narrative poetry through our model text, ‘The Highwayman’ by Alfred 

Noyes. Because the poem was written a long time ago, we found some of the vocabulary 

challenging. However, we used our reading strategies to infer meaning from the context and 

created a ‘Scenescape’ to help us visualise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also produced ‘text maps and story cinemas to help us retell the story of the poem.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linking to our Geography unit, we did some research about life in the Georgian era and were 

surprised to discover that Highwaymen (and women) even operated on Hounslow Heath! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

An extract from the Canterbury Journal - Wednesday 19 June 1745 

 

In Maths, we have been learning about decimals and have consolidated the key concepts with 

addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. We then applied this to a range of problem-

solving activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 – The children have started the Summer term with a positive attitude and have been 

working hard revising key learning areas in preparation for their upcoming SATS exams. 
 
In PE, children have enjoyed our new topics of Parkour and Cricket. Children have developed 
skills in lazy vaulting and step vaulting over objects of differing heights safely and with increasing 
confidence. In cricket, children have been working on batting and bowling skills and putting these 
skills into practice in matches with their peers. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In History, Year 6 have been learning about how, during World War Two, children were evacuated 
from cities to safety in the countryside. They considered the range of emotions these young 
people would have felt and wrote diary entries from their perspective. We were impressed by the 
description and emotions used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our topic in Science this term is all about humans and other animals. We will be learning all about 
the circulatory system and digestive systems. This week, we have been discovering the function 
of the heart, lungs and blood vessels. Children asked lots of questions and made connections 
between the different parts of this vital system. 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At APS we talk about the values that underpin our school aims. Children at Alexandra aspire to 
be successful learners who enjoy learning through demonstrating the following values:  

 

Collaboration 

Alexandra children, staff, parents and carers “bounce back” from setbacks. We show resilience 
and perseverance as we try to achieve our goals. We understand the need to work hard. We 
are not afraid to take risks and take on-board advice that is given to us to help us in our 
continual development. 

 
What have you learned this week? 

 
What have you read that made you stop and think? 

 
What have you read that challenged your thinking? 

 
What did you read last and would you recommend it? 

 

        

        

 
 

 

       


