Alexandra Primary School
Aspire, Perform, Succeed

News: 26" June 2026

Message from the Head Teacher

Hello Parents and Carers,

Firstly, | would like to thank you for your patience and flexibility whilst in this severe hot weather
warning has been in place. School has put in several mitigations to help everyone keep as cool
as possible from wearing PE kit and loose fitting clothes to the optional early collections.

Air conditioners units are not in classrooms, there are a few spaces we can cool, we have put
temporary AC units in year three and four classrooms until the end of term. There are also fans
in classrooms. Our building heats up during the day and usually the heat dissipates at night,
however with the high nighttime temperatures, heat soak and early morning sun means the
building does not cool down.

It is good to see that children have stopped wearing jumpers and coats and are wearing hats and
bringing water bottles. The temperatures should drop over the weekend.

The weather forecast for next week looks cooler, but temperature may creep up during the next
three weeks.
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You may sometimes want to discuss concerns and issues with class teachers. You can email
using office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk or telephone on 020 8570 6826.
Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns:

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk

Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
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Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk

And don’t forget:

In June, we have...
26" June — National Cream Tea Day

27" June Armed Forces Day
July — Plastic Free July
34 July International Plastic Bag Free Day
7t July World Chocolate Day (keep it in the fridge!)

Thought for the week:
Life is 10% of what happens to you and 90% of how you react to it.
Question of the week:

Which music genre do you listen to the most?

Reception — We have continued to thoroughly enjoy our exciting Minibeasts topic and have
been enthusiastic learners throughout the week.

Last week, the children focused on learning all about butterflies. They explored the life cycle of a
butterfly, learning the names of each stage: egg, caterpillar, pupa and butterfly. The children were
particularly excited to learn and practise the scientific word ‘metamorphosis’ which describes the
transformation from a caterpillar into a butterfly.
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They demonstrated a fantastic understanding of this process through discussions, activities, and
their written work. We were impressed by the wonderful butterfly writing they produced which
showed both their creativity and growing confidence.

In Maths, the children were introduced to subtraction.
They explored different ways of finding answers by
physically removing objects from a group and by
crossing out pictures to represent taking away. The
children enjoyed these practical activities and are
becoming increasingly confident in using subtraction
to solve simple number problems.

As part of our creative learning, the children also produced some beautiful minibeast artwork.
Using a range of materials and techniques, they carefully created colourful and imaginative pieces
inspired by the minibeasts we have been learning about.
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Year 1 - In English, we have been working hard on our narrative, writing our own version of The
Lighthouse Keeper’s lunch by coming up with our own new settings and characters for our version
of the story. Children have been using their adjectives and adverb to start sentences to uplevel

their writing. As well as this, we have tried hard to continue using our neatest handwriting, capital
letters, full stops and finger spaces.
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In Maths, we have been working on comparing and ordering numbers to 100 and also we have

started work on money and identifying and recognising coins and notes. We have sorted them by
value and have been able to recall their values.
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In Geography we have been learning about the seaside and coastline, and what holiday posters
look like to advertise holiday destinations around the world. Children will be going on to design
their own posters for a place in the world that means something to them.

WB: Monday 22nd June 2026 WB: Monday 22nd June 2026
LI: To plan our posters. LI: To plan our posters.
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What have you learned about the British seaside holiday?
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In Science we have been looking at plants and we have planned an investigation planting beans
into tissue and water and seeing what plants need to grow.
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Year 2 — We have been reading the book called ‘The Pirate -Cruncher’ by Jonny Duddle. We
read the story first, then we acted out the story and now we have started to write our own version
of the story. When writing our story, we designed and created our own pirate cruncher monster.
We used lots of interesting and powerful adjectives to describe the characteristics of our monster.
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We have been looking at using directional vocabulary and

solving word problems in Maths. The problems were all linked
to our Pirate theme.

The chimpanzee's telescope can see 56m
in total.

There is an island in the distance. It is
93m away from the ship. How much
closer does the ship need to sail before
the island can be seen?




Year 3 - For Maths, we have been learning about statistics, focusing on tally charts and bar
graphs. First, the children explored how data can be collected, organised, and presented clearly.
Next, they practised how to use tally marks to record information efficiently and how to count
groups of five using tally notation.

We then used the data collected to create and interpret bar graphs. The children practised;
reading and understanding bar graphs, comparing different amounts, finding the most and least
common results, answering questions using information from a graph and creating their own bar
graphs from collected data.

Throughout the week, the children also gathered information from surveys and class
investigations, helping them understand how statistics are used in everyday life to organise and
analyse information.




In Science, we have been thoroughly enjoying investigating light and shadows. The children
explored how shadows are formed when an object blocks light from a source. Using torches, the
children carried out a practical investigation to discover how the position of a light source affects
the size and shape of a shadow. They made predictions, observed changes carefully, and
recorded their findings.

During the investigation, the children learned that; light travels in straight lines, shadows are
formed when an opaque object blocks light, moving a light source closer to an object makes the
shadow larger, moving the light source further away makes the shadow smaller and the position
of the light source can change the direction and shape of a shadow.

This week in Computing, Year 3 have been developing their touch-typing skills using engaging
activities on BBC Bitesize.

The children have been learning the correct finger positions on the keyboard and practising how
to type without needing to look at the keys and using more than one finger. Through a range of
fun games and challenges, they have been building their confidence, accuracy and typing speed.

Our touch-typing lessons are helping the children become more efficient when using Writer’s
Toolbox. As their keyboard skills improve, they are able to focus more on their ideas, vocabulary,
and sentence construction rather than searching for letters on the keyboard. This supports them
in producing longer pieces of writing and editing their work more independently.




In PSHE, the children took part in a thoughtful

lesson using resources from the Storybox OSSIR|
Project. We explored the book Ossiri and -

the BalaMengro by Richard O'Neill, a story that * BALA MENGRO
celebrates and highlights the importance of

family, identity, and belonging.

Through the story, the children discussed how
everyone has a unique background and
culture, and why it is important to respect and
value differences in others.

The children reflected on what makes them special and shared ideas about their own families,

traditions, and communities. They also considered how kindness, understanding, and inclusion
can help everyone feel welcome and accepted.
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In Science, we learned about some electrical components and matched each component to its
picture, description and circuit diagram symbol. We then looked at illustrations of different circuits
and worked with a partner to recreate them, discussing what happened when each circuit was
completed and using scientific language to explain why they worked or not.
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All Year 4 children took part in a water safety

workshop as part of Drowning Prevention Week WELL DONE
and received a certificate to show they had ' B s o
participated and understood the dangers. s sl oy i g

of Drowning Prevention Week.
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On a rainy morning, the Year 4 children took part in some pedestrian training provided by
For2Feet. The aim was to provide children with the knowledge and skills necessary for
independent journeys. The training included:

How to cross safely using the principles stop, look, listen and think.
The correct use of pedestrian crossings.

The dangers associated with being late and rushing across the road.
The importance of being seen in poor lighting conditions.

The most common tvpes of pedestrian and driver distractions.




Year 5 — This week, we used Al to create our own Tudor setting- a provincial

town with a marketplace:

On Writer’s toolbox, we completed some writing. We focused on describing the setting and writing
a really engaging opener that would ‘hook’ the reader. Here are a few extracts from our work:

As the sea of travelling merchants hurriedly pushed through the street, rotten vegetables were
being thrown at a starving poacher stuck in the stocks. Hardworking blacksmiths could be seen
from their workshop, working day and night and yet still not able to afford the luxury they dream
of having. Starving horses and people were made to work non-stop, while the wealthy people sit

and relax getting more money every second.

I ,an apprentice of a cooper named Henry, watched in awe at that the children who could just
play while I had to work without enjoyment. The people of this village were either rich or poor and
me and my family are extremely poor. Suddenly the cooper shouted at me, knocking me of from
my daydream. As | went back to work solemnly, I could hear the shouts of a poacher stuck in the
stocks -which were on a scaffold-, begging for mercy. While I worked tirelessly, the cooper grew
more impatience and aggressive towards me, that at a point I felt a chill run down my spine. The
horses' clatter only made it worse. | imagined the cooper firing me and that I have to walk with as

much storage on my back, that a working horse is supposed to do.

While I worked restlessly, a pedlar and his son -no older than me- arrived exhausted. Soon after
they ordered ten barrels, the cooper commanded me to make them, which exhausted me way more.
Immediately, after I got back to work, villagers grew suspicious of the pedlar and his son. The

reason is because people coming to a town that they weren't born in is extremely rare.




As the blacksmith hammered his hammer, I got up to my feet. Today
was the 18th of August 1645, a day where many people will be
trading and trading till dusk.While the crowds gathered to trade
item for item, I chucked large amounts of black charcoal in my dads
furnace. Suddenly, something caught my eye as I put in the last
piece of charcoal.

"I swear it wasn't me who stole the merchants precious materials!"
When I looked at the boy in the rags, instantly knew it was
Peter.His family had been starving themselves for days without food
nor water. Sadly, his family needed money and no one was there to
help the poor fellow.While the traders assistant who held Peter on
his collar threw him onto the mucky ground, the assistant exclaimed
" Who dares to steal from my masters stand, off with your right
hand!" With a low voice Peter said "It wasn't me." At that moment I

realised I had to do something.

"0I, good sir," I exclaimed.

Wiping a bead of sweat, | turned around and froze as I glared at the big pile of plucked peakocks
waiting to be roasted on the silver spit. The kitchen was so busy that you could hardly hear

anything at all! It was time the king had a baby boy. He was celebrating by giving gifts to whoever

worked at the palace. King Henry was also inviting everyone in the town for a big banquet.

This week, we used our soft toy design to develop a cutting
pattern for the felt. We then tacked this to the felt using
‘straight pins’ so we could cut it accurately with our fabric
SCiSsOors.




Year 6 — We have been continuing to practise for our upcoming production of Lion King and
now have the stage and props to get used to before the big day comes. Here is a sneak
preview of our rehearsals. We cannot wait to share it with you.

Last week, Year visited Lift Kingsley for the Junior Citizenship Day. All children attended a
carousel of workshops about a wide range of very important subjects including fire safety,
transport, gangs and e-safety. Children were engaged throughout and learned lots of valuable
lessons that will help keep them safe as they transfer to Secondary School.

A huge number of children across the year group impressed the
adults in the year group with their entries to the C8 Bake Off.
Children spent so much time preparing, baking and decorating
their cupcakes and the results were delicious. They should all
be very proud of their creations. Our Year Group winners

were Ariya and Gargi who did a spectacular job!




Children have been very creative in their topic lessons this
week. We have learnt about the features of a river in Geography

and how a river changes as it flows from the source to the mouth.

In History, we have explored the Ancient Maya number system
and compared it to our own. We had a lot of fun working out
numbers from the symbols that they used.

What have you taught someone else this week? Was it easy to explain?
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