Alexandra Primary School
Aspire, Perform, Succeed

News: 26" March 2026

Message from the Head Teacher

Hello Parents and Carers,

Hounslow HAF is back this, Easter! Children who are eligible for benefits

related free school meals and registered with Hounslow free school meals ﬂl’j{f@
team can access up to 4 days of activities and food over the Easter
holidays. There are sports, cooking, computer coding, sewing, fun science,
crafts and so much more! For more information about activities, please visit:
Hounslow Family Service Directory. If you need support booking visit:  yojiday Activities & Food

HolidayActivities.com | Support. If you have not received a voucher and Hounslow
you should have please contact HAF@Hounslow.gov.uk.

This half term has been full of activities. More information can always be found on the school
website at www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk in the learning pages.

Cycle training for children in Hounslow this Easter Holiday, children that are over 5 and cannot
cycle are welcome to join. It's a wonderful opportunity for children that cannot ride a bike to learn.
Please distribute this through your school community. Apply here:

https://fs19.formsite.com/cycling/noinc50gha/index

Writers Toolbox: Parents of Junior children - there is a handy feature on the writers Toolbox if
you are using Google as your internet browser. Using the three dots, you can change the
language used using the translate button to change the language.

25 app.writerstoolbox.com/wte/dashboard
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A huge thank you to everyone who brought Wonderful Women raffle tickets. It was lovely to see
the winners leaving with their gift bags and we hope you enjoyed them. We raised £380 to support
visits and workshops.

A reminder that you can email the school office via this email address. or Year Group Leaders
office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk.

You may sometimes want to discuss concerns and issues with class teachers. You can email
using office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk or telephone on 020 8570 6826.
Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns:

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk

Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk

Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk

Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk

Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School yearS@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk

Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk

And don’t forget:
In March, we have...

29" March - British Summertime begins, the clocks change and go forward one hour.
https://www.rmgq.co.uk/stories/time/uk-time-british-summer-time-bst-daylight-saving

In April, we have...
15t April — April Fool’s Day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/47750667

3 April — Good Friday
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/event/qgood-friday-2026

5t April Easter Sunday

Thought for the week:
Don’t sit down and wait for the opportunities to come. Get up and make them.
Question of the week:

What’s your favourite painting, and why?
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Reception — Reception were full of excitement as they set off on their very first school trip! As
part of their learning about castles and buildings this term, they visited Bekonscot Model Village.
The children were fascinated by the intricate model buildings and especially enjoyed watching the
miniature trains weaving their way around the village.

A highlight of the day was the workshop based on the story Oi! Get Off Our Train!, along with
discovering the history of Bekonscot. A sunny picnic lunch and time spent exploring the adventure
playground perfectly rounded off a truly memorable day. The following morning, the children were
eager to share their favourite moments, speaking with great enthusiasm about their experiences.
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In class, the children have been exploring Zog by

Julia Donaldson, a story about a determined dragon trying to
earn a golden star at Dragon School. They have created

some fantastic artwork and writing inspired by the story and m
have particularly enjoyed discussing Zog’s feelings as the
story unfolds.




During circle time, the children have been learning about

healthy and unhealthy foods. They showed a good

understanding of which foods fall into each category and

discussed the importance of eating healthy foods regularly,

while enjoying less healthy options in moderation. The ﬂ,
children also enjoyed sharing their favourite healthy foods °
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with one another. .v ®

Year 1 - In English, we have been working hard on our acrostic poem writing and thinking about
the features of an acrostic poem and the layout of them. We wrote our own poems about Spring
as this linked well with our science learning about the seasons. As well as this, we have tried hard
to continue using our neatest handwriting, capital letters, full stops and finger spaces.

In Science we have begun our topic on the seasons. We have started looking at the aspects of
those seasons and in particular what sorts of clothing you would need to wear for each one.

In Maths, we have been working on numbers up to 50, focusing particularly on our comparing
and ordering skills for numbers within 50. We have worked with different objects to practice
comparing and ordering and have explored different ways to do this.




We have used different objects and drawings such as part whole models, tens frames, counters,
cubes and counting objects.
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In Geography we have started our new topic on the UK and thinking about how to use maps
and atlases for this. We have looked at various maps of the UK and tried to identify some of the

key elements of the UK such as capltal cities and rivers.
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Year 2 — In keeping with our theme and cross
curricular topic of India this term, we have been
following the story ‘Rhythm in the Rain. We
have been comparing India to England, looking
at features of a narrative, taking on the role of
the main character and exploring how they felt
and have written their own diary entry in our
English

lesson.




In RE, we have been exploring the true meaning of prayer and looking at the reasons why people
pray and how they pray. We discussed and shared as a class, how we might pray and how we
might feel before and after we have prayed.

In Math’s, we have been practicing recognising fractions involving halves, thirds and quarters. We
also delved deeper into solving problems that include these fractions. We learnt that knowing and
applying our times table really helped us to understand fractions and recognise that 2/4 is

equivalent to V2.
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Year 3 — We have had an exciting, creative past couple of weeks. For Science week, we have
been thinking about what things we would like to see around the school that could support nature.
As well as being more eco-friendly. Using the school map, we went around the school grounds

with our partner and plotted where we think we could add some different eco-areas in our school.

Alexandra Primary School

In Maths, we have been looking at money. First, we recapped and showed our prior knowledge
by identifying pounds and pence (£ and p). Next, we looked at converting amounts of money.
Now, we are in the process of adding different amounts of money.

For Geography, we have been studying all about our local area and how Hounslow has changed
over time. We have learnt about Hounslow's physical and human features, including land use and
the impact of human interaction on the environment. As part of our Geography unit, we went on
a local walk. We saw shops, Hounslow East Tube Station, a Church and the local Recreational
Park. We even met our local shopkeeper and Postman who were happy to have their picture
taken, showing them hard at work in the local community.




During our weekly Music lessons, we have been learning how to play the Ukelele. We have learnt
and continue to practise the four key chords on a Ukelele and are now in the process of learning
all about strumming.
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In our topic, ‘Extreme Earth’ we have been learning about the layers that make up the earth and
how the earth’s crust is fragmented into sections called ‘tectonic plates’. We discovered that
tectonic plates are constantly in motion, due to floating on magma (liquid rock). s -

Convection currents in the magma move some plates towards each other

(these plates ‘converge’ at their boundary) and collide with each other, pushing
the land upwards to form mountains e.g. Mt. Etna in Sicily. Some plates move
away from each other, leaving a gap at their ‘divergent’ boundary, where lava

can leak out e.g. the mid-Atlantic ridge. &

In other places, tectonic plates move in opposite directions but get stuck as they move past eac
other- the force of their motion causes the earth to ‘jolt’ as they attempt to continue their journey,
sometimes altering the shape of the plates (which is why that type of plate boundary is called a
‘transform’ boundary).We commonly refer to the shaking sensation as an earthquake.
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common type of fastenings used in Viking clothing. Brooches were, however, not just functional
but intricate and - if the wearer was very important- ornate too.

We analysed some of our favourite archaeological examples of brooches from the Viking Age and
took inspiration from their form, patterns and closing mechanism. We experimented with ways
that we could recreate our favourite aspects of the artefacts to produce a replica - our young age
means that mining, smelting and forging metal are quite out of the question, so we opted to use

).




We then designed our clay replicas, ensuring they featured either ‘Viking’ patterns or ‘runes’. The
clay we used is a ‘polymer’ clay, which is perfect for intricate designs as it contains PVC, allowing
for more flexibility and less cracking/ crumbling during the drying process. They will of course be
painted bronze to achieve an authentic, metallic effect.

Year 6 — Last Monday, 6C - after a month of waiting - had their turn to visit the iconic Houses of
Parliament. Children behaved very well during a tour of the building and learned so much about
the history and traditions of parliament. They spotted links during the tour to other learning in
History throughout their time at APS from The Tudors to World War II. After this, they all took
part in a workshop about democracy and listened maturely to a talk from our local MP, Ruth
Cadbury.

23

Last Friday, children in Year 6 took part in the Stixx challenge where they were tasked to create
a WWII air raid shelter using just sheets of newspaper and watered down PVA glue. Luckily for
them, they had an engineer and a handful of machines and great teamwork to help them
succeed.




Teachers were impressed with their scientific ideas, creativity, teamwork, mathematical
knowledge and resilience. Each group created a shelter that all children could fit inside and
took home the knowledge that the strongest shape is a triangle!
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Be Bright, Travel Right Workshop

The children were visited by Performance In Education and were treated to an engaging drama
performance all about transition to secondary school and staying safe when travelling
independently. Children learned how to travel safely when walking and cycling and how to be
respectful to members of the public when travelling via bus or train. These are valuable lessons
as children prepare for their increasing independence in the coming months. Staff were very
impressed with their listening skills and contributions from the children in all three classes.
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At APS we talk about the values that underpin our school aims. Children at Alexandra aspire to
be successful learners who enjoy learning through demonstrating the following values:

Resilience

Alexandra children, staff, parents and carers “bounce back” from setbacks. We show resilience
and perseverance as we try to achieve our goals. We understand the need to work hard. We are

not afraid to take risks and take on-board advice that is given to us to help us in our continual
development.

What have you learned this term?
What learning did you really enjoy?
What has challenged you the most?
Do you feel that you have been successful and if you have, why?
What are you looking forward to next term?
What did you read last and would you recommend it?

Don’t forget to take a look at this terms APS Times, available from the website.

We look forward to seeing you on Monday 13t April from 8:40am.

Enjoy your break, read, relax, recharge and rest.

20\ . .
3 < /\ WA @) [ \
’ Egﬁg:t!l?)v: M" Reading for Pleasure Quality Mark Yo U N G !

* Partnership 'NCQEEBS ‘
FeRtSsune (@ N

Mental Health
First Aider

Collabor8




