
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 
 
This week school celebrated World Book Day. Children have been looking at reading a range of 
stories, storytelling and story writing.  Children have also had the opportunity to decorate a T-
shirt.  The Allegators Mouth Book shop will be in school on Wednesday 18th March and will be 
selling books after school, more information can be found here: 
https://shop.thealligatorsmouth.co.uk/ 

 
 
I wanted to share some of my favourite books with you.  For younger children, the 
tale of the Big Wide Mouthed Toad Frog and other stories is fantastic to read to 
children, using lots of different voices and expression. 
 
 
For older children Kensuke’s Kingdom, a story of adventure and 

survival, with some fantastic descriptive vocabulary. 
 
For poems, my favourite is in Quick, Let’s Get Out of Here by 
Michael Rosen.  But which poem is it? 
 

Hearing your child read, but also reading to your child has been shown to be the 

most important thing you can do to help your child as a parent.  

 

Research suggests that reading to your child and with your child is one of the most important 

activity parents can do to support their child to be successful. 2026 is the National Year of Reading 

with the tag line of “Go All in” You can find out more information here: https://goallin.org.uk/ and 

here https://literacytrust.org.uk/about-us/national-year-of-reading-2026/. 
 

Over 99% of parents have now downloaded the Arbor App and are using it.  This is 

fantastic.  Thank you. You can find out more information about it from the website: 

https://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/news.  The school office can help 

with this too. School also posts weekly on our social media Facebook page.  
 

Nursery Applications – September 2026 
If your child is born between 1 September 2022 and 31 August 2023, you can apply for a nursery 
place. The closing date is 6th Mach 2026. Further information can be found on our school 
website – admissions – nursery admissions. 
 

 

Short Breaks for Disabled Children Easter 2026 information is also on the website.  
 

A reminder that you can email the school office via this email address. or Year Group Leaders 

office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk. 
 

You may sometimes want to discuss concerns and issues with class teachers.  You can email 
using office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  or telephone on 020 8570 6826. 
Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns:  
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Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 

Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get Active Stay Active delivers fun, inclusive holiday camps for children aged 5–11 at Alexandra 

Primary School. Our HAF-funded programme combines multi-sports, team games, arts and 

crafts, and healthy meals in a safe, supportive 

environment led by experienced staff. 

Whether your child is trying something new or building 

their confidence, every day is designed to keep them 

active, engaged, and smiling. 

To find more information, please visit: 

www.getactivestayactive.co.uk 

Scan the QR Code to book your place now.  

To speak to a member of staff, please contact us through 

: 07984180297 

Email: info@getactivestayactive.co.uk 

 

mailto:nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
mailto:reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
mailto:year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
mailto:year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
mailto:year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
mailto:year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
mailto:year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk
mailto:year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk


‘Wonderful Women’ raffle 

March is a special month for celebrating the 

wonderful women in our lives and 

recognising the many ways they nurture, 

guide and inspire us. Across our school 

community, we are fortunate to have 

mothers, grandmothers, carers, teachers 

and role models who support our children 

every day with kindness, encouragement 

and care. 

To celebrate these incredible women, we 

will be holding a “Wonderful Women” raffle. 

This is a small way for our school 

community to recognise the positive impact 

women have in shaping children’s 

confidence, wellbeing and future 

aspirations. The raffle will also help support 

school enrichment activities, bringing our 

community together in appreciation and 

celebration. 

Next Tuesday 10th and 11th March we will 

be selling raffle tickets on both gates in the 

morning.  

Tickets will be £1 each and your child could 

win a wrapped gift to give to an important 

lady in their life. We have over 120 

wrapped gifts ready to go that will be 

delivered to the children on Thursday. All 

money raised will go towards enrichment 

activities for your children. 

And don’t forget: 
       

In March, we have… 

The Six Nations Rugby  
https://www.sixnationsrugby.com/en/m6n/fixtures/202400 

 
8th March is International Women’s Day 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/get-involved/international-womens-day 
 

9th March is Commonwealth Day  
https://thecommonwealth.org/commonwealth-day 

 
15th March is Mother’s Day 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/familydaysout/mothers-day/ 
 

17th March is St Patrick’s Day 
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/st-patricks-day 

 
20th March is the First Day of Spring 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/time/when-does-spring-start 
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Thought for the week:    
 

Don’t count the days. Make the days count. — Muhammad Ali 

Question of the week: 
 

What’s one job you would never want to do? 
 

Nursery – Over the last few weeks we have been learning about ‘people who help us’. The 

children have enjoyed finding out about the different jobs that people do. We invited one of our 
site managers in to talk about his job and the children had a chance to ask questions and look at 
his tools. In Math’s, the children have been focusing on their counting skills. They do this in a 
range of ways, including as part of daily purposeful routines, like counting the milk and fruit at 
snack time. We loved seeing the photographs that you sent us of the beanstalks growing at home. 
The children have also been helping to care for them at school. We have had lots of exciting 
activities for world book day linked to some of the children’s favourite stories. They have made 
potions after reading Room on The Broom and painted caterpillars after reading The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar. The children completed their own book design based on their favourite story which 
they enjoyed wearing on their jumper throughout World Book Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception –  We have returned from half term full of smiles and enthusiasm. This half term, the 

children have continued exploring their topic on buildings, with a focus on castles. They have 

been learning about different castles and thinking about what makes castles special. The children 

designed and created their own impressive buildings using a range of materials including 

cardboard boxes, paint, card, pastels and glue. They carefully selected resources, worked hard 

and showed great creativity in bringing their ideas to life. The finished buildings were fantastic, 

and we are so proud of their effort and imagination. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our castle’s topic, the children also followed a step-by-step video tutorial to draw a 

knight. This activity encouraged careful listening, concentration and perseverance. The children 

tried extremely hard to follow each instruction closely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, Reception have continued developing their understanding  

of shape. They have been learning to recognise and name a range  

of 3D shapes, exploring their properties and discussing where we  

might see them in everyday life. The children have also been creating  

repeated patterns, thinking carefully about what comes next. Using  

pegboards, they designed and built their own wonderful repeating  

patterns. 

 
Year 1 - In English, we have been working hard on our acrostic  

poem writing and thinking about the features of an acrostic poem  
and the layout of them.  
 
We wrote our own poems about Spring as  
this linked well with our science learning about the seasons.  
As well as this, we have tried hard to continue using our neatest  
handwriting, capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Science we have begun our topic on the seasons. We have started looking at the aspects of 
those seasons and in particular what sorts of clothing you would need to wear for each one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Maths, we have been working on numbers up to 50, focusing particularly on our comparing 
and ordering skills for numbers within 50. We have worked with different objects to practice 
comparing and ordering and have explored different ways to do this. We have used different 
objects and drawings such as part whole models, tens frames, counters, cubes and counting 
objects. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Geography we have started our new topic on the UK and thinking about how to use maps 
and atlases for this. We have looked at various maps of the UK and tried to identify some of the 
key elements of the UK such as capital cities and rivers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 – As part of our Geography Topic this half term the children are learning about India.  

This week, the children have taken part in exciting workshops run by Bollywood Vibes. In the 

morning, the children took part in Indian dancing.  They were able to learn the steps, listen to the 

music and create a short dance sequence with their class, which they enjoyed performing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the afternoon the children had the opportunity to take part in some Indian drumming.  The 

children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in a range of practical activities and had the chance to ask 

lots of questions.  The workshops enabled the children to enrich their learning linked to our topic 

in Geography and Music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children enjoyed taking part in the various activities during World Book Day.  They decorated 

t-shirts and paper using their favourite books and talked about what makes it their favourite book.  

We also spent time completing a ‘book tasting’ activity and voted for the book they would most 



like to read which will be delivered to school for us to read and keep in our classroom. The children 

also enjoyed working in their groups to tell their story expressively with the chosen groups being 

filmed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 – We have had a wonderful start to this second half of the Spring term. We have worked 

incredibly hard on improving our understanding for playscripts and have enjoyed learning about 
and exploring different playscripts, from Shakespeare to Alice in Wonderland. We then had a go 
at turning our own Egyptian Cinderella stories into a playscript for a theatre. We had to describe 
the setting for the stage and describe the characters to help the actors understand their roles 
better. Afterwards, we had to write the dialogue part of our playscript, remembering to include 
some stage directions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography - Our topics this term in Year 3 is ‘Hounslow – Land Use and Changes Over Time’. 
Over the next few weeks, we will be learning all about our local area and how it has changed over 
time. We will be learning about Hounslow's physical and human features, including land use and 
the impact of human interaction on the environment. 
So far, we have identified and described Hounslow on a geographical map and drawn a simple 
map of our routes we take to and from school. Which include landmarks that are physical and 
human features. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In PSHE, we have been looking at the number of calories, fat and sugar we put into our body and 
how they will affect our health. We have also been learning about how exercise affects our bodies 
and understanding why our heart and lungs are such important organs. 
   

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 – During our Science topic this term, we have participated in many investigations based 

on the water cycle. We used ice and room temperature water to observe how condensation 

appears on the glass. We also showed an example of the stage ‘collection’ of the water cycle by 

using coloured pens and water to show how water collects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Art we recreated our Willow Pattern plate. We designed it, using the original to guide us, then 

on plates we chose whether to use paint or pen to create our own story and pattern onto the plate.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, we have been writing a narrative about ‘stories from another culture,’ using our class 

text ‘Gregory Cool.’ We have composed a story board of our class text, generated vocabulary 

about various cultures. We have focused on grammar techniques such as using inverted commas 

and adverbials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 – We began this half term with an exciting visit to Thames Explorers Trust to launch our 

new Geography unit - ‘Extreme Earth’. Through our lessons, we will learn about volcanoes, 

earthquakes, storms and flooding. Because we live in such an urbanised area with various bodies 

of water and an antiquated sewage system, flooding is a type of ‘extreme’ weather often 

witnessed.  

 

On our trip, we learned how flood prevention measures have  

been put in place stop the river from bursting its banks  

and the ‘Thames Barrier’ reduces the amount of salt-water  

that comes back up the course of the river from the estuary.  

Because the Thames is a tidal river, these preventative  

measures are important due to it being a place where salt  

water and freshwater meet (brackish water).  

 

 

 

Building on our prior knowledge from Year 4, we learned  

about the different parts of a river. Did you know that some  

tributaries of the Thames (The Fleet River and the Tyburn)  

were so polluted that they have been permanently piped  

underground? 

 

Rivers such as the Thames are regularly tested to ensure 

pollution doesn’t impact any of the plants or wildlife that live  

there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Embankments stop the river from 
bursting out of the channel. 

Figure 2: We learned about how the Thames has 
changed over time by exploring images and 
putting them in chronological order. 

Figure 3: Rivers such as the Thames are regularly tested to ensure that 
pollution doesn't impact the plants and wildlife for whom the river is home. 

Figure 4 We tested the pH level of the water 
and found it to be a mild alkaline which 
explains the limescale build up we get in our 
kettles and washing machines. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To preserve the archaeology of the river, we returned the artefacts to where we found them, 

allowing the river to take them back. We had a fantastic trip and enjoyed developing our fieldwork 

skills. 

Year 6 – Children enjoyed a variety of World Book Day activities on Thursday.  They decorated 

t-shirts inspired by their favourite books and explained their choices to the rest of the class.  In 
addition to this, children took part in a book tasting activity and voted for the book they would most 
like to read.  Mr Norton has agreed to purchase a copy of a book for each class, which will be 
delivered by The Alligator’s Mouth bookshop on Wednesday 18th March.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5: We even found the remains of a 
Victorian shoe and pondered its journey to the 
river. Was it discarded as rubbish or was there a 
type of 'Cinderella' situation? 

Figure 6: When mud-larking, clay pipes like this one are a 
common find. They were a single-use, disposable item back 
when people didn't know that smoking was harmful. 

Figure 7: Fragments of pottery from throughout 
London's history often wash up on the foreshore. 

Figure 8: Did you know that during the industrial 
revolution there was a booming ship-building 
industry at Chiswick Pier? The foreshore has many 
discarded 9-inch-nails (like this one) from that 
time-period. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Houses of Parliament Trip 
 
Before half term 6B and 6SC visited the Houses of Parliament.  Children were lucky enough to 
explore the historic and world-famous building and have a tour.  Our MP Ruth Cadbury, came to 
speak to the children and they had the opportunity to ask her questions about democracy and 
parliament.  6C are very excited for their trip on Monday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Wednesday, 30 children from Year 5 and 6 choir attended the Young Voices concert at the 
O2.  The children represented the school beautifully, sang with enthusiasm and had a great time.  
All of their hard work and rehearsing paid off and it was wonderful to see so many parents enjoying 
the concert too.  Thank you to Mr Cuell, Miss Cooper, Mrs Kad and Mrs Ahmad for organising 
and supervising.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
This term in D.T, children have been researching and designing bomb shelters to prepare for their 
upcoming STEM workshop next Friday.   
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Using TinkerCAD software, children used a design brief and knowledge of World War Two bomb 
shelters to create their own computer aided design.  They tried really hard to make their shelters 
look realistic too and included features such as corrugation in the metal sides and sandbags 
around the edges – some even had vegetables growing on top! 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At APS we talk about the values that underpin our school aims. Children at Alexandra aspire to 
be successful learners who enjoy learning through demonstrating the following values:  

 

 

Reflection 

 

Alexandra children, staff, parents and carers demonstrate the value of reflection, which is thinking 

carefully about our learning and actions. We get to know our own strengths and weaknesses and 

may have quiet time with ourselves and others. This in turn, will allow us to build on our past 

experiences of learning to make future learning experiences even better. 

 
 

Did you enjoy World Book Day? 
 

What did you read? 
 

How did you decorate your T shirt? 
 

Will you enter the Women’s Raffle? – please do 
 

 

        

        

 
 

 

       


