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Autumn Term 2024 

Hello Parents, Carers and Children,  
 

As I write to you, my mind goes back to school events during this year.  In lots of ways, the time 
has flown by very quickly.  There have been many events and activities at school with lots of fun 
and laughter. A few events that stick in my mind were taking children to sing at Hampton Court 
Palace in the Chapel Royal.  For me this was a very special event and quite moving.   Then there 
was the Water Rocket Challenge at the National Physics Laboratory which was such a fantastic 
and fun event.  Taking the junior school to Lampton School for Sports Day is always special.  The 
recent  Rocksteady concert was also fantastic with 8 rock bands performing. 
 

This term began with Year 6 taking part in Bush Craft and for some staying for the night and 
camping out, although the weather was not great, the learning and fun activities were very 
different from usual school!   
 

There have been so many highlights and in my family, ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨƳŀƎƛŎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΩΦ  {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ 
are your magic moments and what are you looking forward to in 2025?  
 

The end of the year is often a time to reflect on how things have changed.  How have you changed 
during this time?  Personal growth, whether physical, academic or social just happens and 
hopefully, we are all the better for it.   
 

There will always be difficult moments as well as magic ones.  Resilience is all about how we deal 
with the challenging times.  What we can learn about ourselves and each other when things get 
tough and where we can find support to bridge the gaps until there are better times.  
 

This year, the ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ΨŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΩ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ a sense of belonging, 
mainly through developing and demonstrating kindness. This fits closely with two of the British 
Values that the school prioritises, respect and compassion. There has been a great deal of 
research on this topic, most recently through the NHS and other health services, with 40 seconds 
of empathy and how patient outcomes can be up to 50% better when health staff make time to 
demonstrate empathy.  
 

άLƴ ŀ ŘŀǊƪŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ-resourced children, need us to have 
unwarranted optimism, to offer more light and a greater sense of possibility. Creating the 
conditions for children to adventure down rabbit holes of curiosity and to feel the wonder of our 
remarkable world. We seek this wonder, so that children have the chance to walk a step or two 
with genius and because childƘƻƻŘǎ ƭŀǎǘ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦέ 

Sir Tim Brighouse 
 

Read on to find out what we have been learning, investigating and discovering through our 
curriculum and the stories that we have used in class. It is ok to read this bits at a time over the 
break ς school has clearly been very busy. The APS Chronicle, written by the children is also a 
good read. 
 

All best wishes and have a lovely break, 
Mr. Norton  

 



Nursery 
 

Nursery have had a busy first term settling in to school life. They have been getting used 

to the routines as well as becoming more independent. The children have had lots of 

opportunities to try new experiences and learn through their play. Our topics this term 

have been: colours, nursery rhymes, bears and festivals. Here are some examples of the 

great learning that children in nursery have demonstrated.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have explored natural objects as the seasons have changed. In the autumn 

we went on leaf hunts and created autumn artwork. As we moved to winter the 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ Ψ{ƴƻǿ .ŜŀǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ice.    

 

 

 

 

                                                                              

                                                                             

The children have learnt about different 

festivals and how people celebrate. They 

have explored festivals through books, role 

play, art, music and talking about their own 

experiences.  

  

Bhavigna 

Mia 

άLǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŎƻƭŘΗ LǘΩǎ 

ŦǊƻȊŜƴέ 

Cason 
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The children have been learning a range of 

new skills. This includes pedalling the trikes. 

The children have learnt to steer around the 

track and follow the arrows.  

The children have learnt lots of 

new songs through our daily 

singing sessions. The children also 

have the chance to sing and play 

instruments inside and outside 

during their free-choice time.  

  

The children have opportunities to 

play in role and act out real life 

experiences. They have been 

writing orders and counting coins 

in the café.  

  

άLƴŎŜȅ ǿƛƴŎŜȅ ǎǇƛŘŜǊ 

climbed up the 

ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǇƻǳǘέ 

  

 

Ha 

Arya  

SH 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

                                                   

                                                                 

    

                   

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of the children made and tasted 

porridge. During this activity the 

children learnt about measuring, 

counting, cause and effect, 

temperature, hygiene and their senses.  

We are always encouraging the children to share a book with us or with their 

friends. We make our book area into a cosy and engaging area with the books 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

also have the opportunity to explore small world resources that link to their 

favourite stories. This supports their vocabulary development and recall skills.  

  

òZoom zoom zoom, we are 

going to the moonó 

  

 

Ha 

Arya  

SH 

The children enjoyed bringing 

their favourite teddy to school 

and sharing a picnic with their 

friends.  

We have enjoyed reading lots of 

bear stories this term. As you can 

see, one of our favourites was 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears. 

 



Reception  
Reception children keep busy during their time at school with lots of activities to 

support their learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        

          

 

  

              

 

Making scrumptious sandwiches was such fun. The 

children needed to use their fine motor skills to spread 

butter onto bread as well as either sprinkle cheese or 

spread jam onto the bread. Then their fine motor skills 

were used again to cut the bread before the best bit ς 

eating the sandwich! 

Being creative is an important 

part of being in Reception, 

whether that is experimenting 

using different tools and colours 

or creating models using 

construction materials we are 

looking at designers for the 

future! 

Quick, the 

dinosaurs are 

coming!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magnificent Mathematicians 

There are so many different ways to 

show Maths. Exploring shows so many 

different ways to work out answers. 

Understanding and creating shapes, 

repeating patterns and numbers are just 

some of the topics we have explored this 

term. 

Reading for pleasure is an 

important part of school life. The 

children read to adults, they listen 

to daily stories told by their 

teachers, they read text around 

the classroom and play games such 

as matching words to pictures but 

importantly the children enjoy 

reading individually or with friends 

and choose books that they want 

to explore as well. 



Year 1 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ŜŀǊ мΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

determination and perseverance. The children have made lots of progress and are now 

able to write in lots of different genres and write at length. During English in Autumn 2, 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ψ!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ DǊŀŎŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ 

descriptive language and remembered correct punctuation to describe the Character 

Grace in their own words. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have now learnt about the difference between fiction and non-fiction 

writing. After their story writing, they moved on to writing fact files about Grace from 

Ψ!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ DǊŀŎŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ƻǳǘ ŀ ŦŀŎǘ ŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

include. Finally, this term, the children used their knowledge about fact files to write a 

fact file about a loved one from home. 

 

  

  



 

In Science lessons this term, children have been learning about different habitats. We 

learnt about rainforests, the woodlands, the Arctic, the ocean and the desert.  They have 

produced some super writing about different habitats which shows off how much 

information they retained.  
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Year 2 
This term, we have spent time learning all about the Great Fire of London and the reasons 
behind it starting. We learnt about the time order of the main events during the fire and 
also we discovered the eyeςwitnesses to these events. We then had a go at becoming 
newspaper reporters and created our own newspaper stories about the Great Fire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Through our DT topic, we have been researching the construction of the London Eye. As 
part of this, we had to design our own working model of a Ferris wheel. We had to learn 
how an axle works and had to ensure that everything was cut correctly to make sure that 
the wheel would spin. They really do work!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Finally, we want to celebrate our amazing Christmas performance! We practiced a range 
of different songs and even sang in different languages. We hope you enjoyed our 
performance as much as we have and we want to take this opportunity to thank you for 
coming and showing your support!  
 
    
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3  
We have had some amazing pieces of writing produced by the children in Year Three! 

Here are some of the diary entries.  You can see some of our amazing choices of fronted 

adverbials and just look at how far our vocabulary has come during our time in Year 

Three! We really enjoy the mixture of vocabulary and seeing a range of rhetorical 

questions, some key facts and some subject specific vocabulary choices.  

 

 

My Stone Age Diary by Iga (3C) 

Dear Diary,  

Shall I tell you what I did in this exciting day? It was the hardest and busiest day I 

ever had in the whole world!  

Today, I started my day by waking up the lazy boy. I showed him around my camp. I 

also showed him how my whole village works hard.  

Later, we went out fishing and the smaller kids were picking berries from the bushes. 

After a while, a boy shouted that there was a deer in the corner! So, we were 

creeping towards it and then, on the signal, we threw our spears. Afterwards, we 

dragged the poor deer back to our camp.  

Later that day, we went to draw pictures of what we did during the day inside the 

caves. At the end of the day, we had a huge celebration for catching the deer. It was 

really fun! 

My Stone Age Diary by Aarohi (3C) 

Dear diary,  

I got dragged by a strange girl to her village, have you ever been dragged somewhere 

strange before? As I sat down, I could hear and smell the sizzling fish being cooked. 

After a while, the villagers gave me some stew. Although the stew looked sloppy and 

greasy, it tasted amazingly good!  

L ƘŀŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ hƳΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ 

ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƛǎƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ hƳΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŜŀǘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ǳǇΗ IŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

nice, friendly and kind, but a little odd. I watched closely at how they caught the fish. 

You have to be incredibly patient.  



  

 

 

 

Next we have some introductions for our non-chronological report that we are 

particularly proud of! We are proud of how much the children have progressed in their 

writing this half term! 

 

 

 

My Stone Age Diary by Saisha (3M) 

I stumbled around looking for light. But 

soon, my eyes grew accustomed  to the 

light, and I found an exit. Then, I realised 

the valleys and the caves were very rare! 

Plus, there were no signs or alerts of cave 

bears or lions. But I kept on walking and 

ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭΧΦ 

L ǎŀǿ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΗ .ǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

girls from back home. She had a battered, 

but bold shirt, shorts and boots. She was 

nice though and took me to her camp.  

Stone-Age Shelters by Kuba (3B) 

There were lots of shelters in the Palaeolithic and in the Mesolithic periods.  

Palaeolithic shelters were just caves, and Mesolithic shelters were made into teepees. 

They had to be strong, or it would blow away or fall down, potentially hurting the 

people inside. The shelters had to be so strong, and they had to make it round to stop 

dangerous animals from coming in.  

People would put deer skin around the shelter to keep it warm. Also, they had to find 

sticks and flexible trees to make their shelters out of. The shelters were very cold 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŀŜƻƭƛǘƘƛŎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

were no heaters, can you imagine that? Did you know that clothes and shoes were 

also made out of animal skin?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We really enjoy the mixture of vocabulary, seeing a range of rhetorical questions, some 

key facts and some subject specific vocabulary choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also been learning a lot about the Human body and Naunika (3M) has 

demonstrated this perfectly with her double-page spread. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been working hard in our DT 

lessons to design a child-friendly safety 

pouch to help children who walk home 

alone.  

 

We had to design, make and programme 

our safety device to make sure it flashes and 

that children will be happy with the product.  

 

Here is Rayyan, Masah and Garvish from 3B 

showing off their best work!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we have some excerpts from an amazing Stone Age Boy story. We were 

impressed with the language used and the creativity shown by the child.  

 

The Stone Age Boy by Adela (3B) 

An amazing thing once happened to me. I was wandering in the woods when I tripped 

ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŘƻǿƴΧ 

 

When I woke up, I was in a cold dark place. I could see some daylight in the distance, 

and I stumbled towards it. Outside, everything was different. I realised I was lost. 

Completely lost.  

 

{ƻΣ L ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΣ L ǎŀǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΧŀ ƎƛǊƭΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ŀƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ L ƪƴŜǿΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ 

any of the boys that she knew. She took me home to meet her family and what a family 

it was!  

 

¢ƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘŜǿΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ 

Om. Then, I must have fallen asleep.  



Year 4 
To prepare for Art in Year 4, we began by practicing our sketching skills. We focused on 

cross hatching, srumbling and shading. We have tried to incorporate these sketching 

techniques in our artwork.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Art, we have been looking closely at artwork by famous artists.  Using a piece by 

the artist Kananginak Pootoogook, we created our own modern interpretation, thinking 

about the proportion and perspective of our work. We used clay to create sculptures of 

our art sketches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using pieces by the artist Kananginak Pootoogook, we were inspired to create our own 

modern interpretation, thinking about the proportion and perspective of our work. We 

used our learning to add colour and finishing touches. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In DT, as part of our textile unit, we investigated the history, purpose and use of different 

types of fasteners.   

 



 

As part of our textile unit, we explored the different types 

found on clothing and bags today and from our findings we 

were able to decide on the fastening that will best fit our design 

brief for our Artic book coverings.  We designed our front 

covers thinking about the purpose of the book, colours and 

placement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We designed our front covers thinking about the purpose of the book, colours and 

placement. We practiced our sewing skills before making our books covers and evaluating 

our finished products against the design criteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We started the year off ōȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨCǊƻȊŜƴ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ 

what they already knew about the subject and what they would like to find out.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The children used maps to identify 

where the poles are (on the globe). 

We discussed how the temperature 

found at the poles impacts the 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ 

heat source.  The children enjoyed 

demonstrating what they discovered 

about the location, countries and 

temperature of the poles. 

 

 

 

 

We looked at the human and 

physical features that we would 

expect to find in Antarctica and 

the Artic.  The children enjoyed 

researching facts and looking at 

primary and secondary sources 

of information. 

 

 

We continued making links in our learning; we used our knowledge from our science 

lesson to explore how animals adapt to polar environments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

To finish the Geography unit, we looked at 
the important issue of the environment and 
the impact of climate change to the physical 
features of both the Artic and Antarctica. 
We identified the changes, researched why 
they were happening and what this means 
to the environments we studied. We also 
looked at what we can do to reduce their 
impact. 

 

 

 

 

In Music, we are learning to create musical rhythms using body percussions.  The 
children had the opportunity to listen to a piece of music from the rainforest and 
discuss what they liked and disliked as well as the tempo (speed), dynamics (volume), 
texture (different layers) and structure (organisation of the piece). The children drew 
out the image that the music created in their heads. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the unit, the children enjoyed working in pairs or small groups to compose 

music for each separate layer of the rainforest. They focused on two of the layers (forest 

floor and understory), creating body percussion rhythms to represent these layers.   

 

 

They recorded their music using standard notation and 
performed their rhythms to the class.  
 

https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/compose/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 had the opportunity to take part in the pedestrian skills training as part of the 

For2Feet scheme.  The children learned essential road safety skills that will make them 

ǎŀŦŜǊ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƻΣ Ψ{ǘƻǇΣ [ƻƻƪΣ 

[ƛǎǘŜƴΩ and they practised and learned about: 

- Finding a safe place to cross the road.  
- The correct use of pedestrian crossings such as zebra/pelican/island that are close 

to the school.  
- How to cross at junctions and near parked cars.  
- The importance of wearing bright clothing.  
- The dangers of cars reversing from driveways, across the pavement. 
- The dangers of being distracted such as wearing headphones or using a mobile 

phone.  
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Virtual Reality Workshop ς Monday 4th November 2024 

Year 4 had the opportunity to take part in a virtual workshop on Monday 4th November.  
The workshop ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ and the Polar Regions. The 
workshop organisers provided all the children with individual virtual reality headsets 
allowing everyone to explore at their own pace and focus on the elements that interest 
them in more detail. The children took part in a range of interactive activities reinforcing 
and consolidating the new knowledge they have gained throughout the day. The 
workshop was an exciting opportunity for children to explore, recap and enhance their 
knowledge of past events and different environments, that they would not usually be 
able to visit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English  

The Interesting Caribou ς A Non-chronological report by Dhiren 

Introduction 

Caribou are extraordinary animals as they are the same species as reindeer. These 

creatures are obsessed with migrating as they do it every year. These species are not very 

clever. These animals can get to enormous heights.  

Diet 

Caribou have a varied diet. They feast on lynches, sedges and small shrubs. Caribous eat 

a range of vegetarian food. They also eat grass and plants of the tundra. Interestingly, 

caribou only eat a small amount of meat although they eat a lot of vegetarian food. 

Appearance 

Caribou can come in many different looks and heights. The average weight of a caribou is 

240-700 pounds. These creatures have dense, chocolate brown coats of hair although 

some caribou have a white neck and black back side. Did you know that caribou are a part  

 



 

of the deer family? That is why they look alike. Caribou feet are called Hooves and these 

help them to walk on rough terrain.  

Habitat 

Caribou live in the northern regions of Europe. North America, Asia, Greenland and 

Alaska. A group of Caribou is known as a herd. Did you know big herds of caribou, 

leading up to 500 000 caribou tend to migrate but smaller herds tend to stay in their 

environment. Interestingly, there are 31 distinctive caribou or herds in Alaska.  

Fun facts 

- Caribou travel more than 600 miles ( 965 km). 

- One adult caribou eats about 12 

pounds of food daily. 

- An ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŎŀǊƛōƻǳΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǇŀƴ ƛǎ 

about 15 years. 

- The length of a male caribou is 

about 180-214cm. 

- The length of a female caribou is 

about 162-205cm. 

- The population of caribou is about 

5 million in the world.  

 

In the land of Nightmaria ς A Poem by Inaaya  

 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƴƛƎƘǘƳŀǊƛŀΧ 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎŀǎǘƭŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 

except from our gorgeous queen. 

 

There are glaring sirens who, 

sink the deadly  

ships. 

 

A lake of poison and death, 

which will be waiting I warn 

you not to go there. 

 

A gorgeous fairy which will be 

following you for you to make 

your three wishes. 

 

The terrifying troll, 

which will be WAITING 

for you to come. 
 

There was once a dog called Row ς A 

Poem by Eleena 

There was once a god called Row, 

Who was extremely slow. 

He tried a race but was thrown into 

space, 

And his weight reduced to zero. 

 

There was once a dog called Row, 

Who always wore a bow. 

He danced all night, 

Then took a flight, 

And when he landed he had a fight. 

 



Year 5 
¢ƻ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦŦ ƻǳǊ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ Ψ9ŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ǇŀŎŜΩΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ 

visit from the Wonderdome. In this workshop, we sat inside the mini planetarium and 

embarked on a short voyage into space, viewing all the planets in our solar system in 

detail. It was a really worthwhile and inspiring experience!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with Year 6, we enjoyed the special assembly by Rock Steady Music, which was 

extremely entertaining and informative. Some of us even got to be a part of the band! 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design Technology ς electronic greeting cards  

We created electronic greeting cards for our D&T topic. Our purpose was to create a 

functioning circuit which linked with space. Here are some examples of our functioning 

circuits and designs  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 had an exciting workshop where we immersed ourselves in African art and music. 

We had fun creating rhythms on drums using different parts of our hands. We created 

our own African masks, using inspiration from a variety of African tribes. In addition, we 

also created South African silhouettes, where we used blending and shading of paints 

for our backgrounds and black card to create the foreground silhouette. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Horsa and Hengist (Anglo-Saxons )by Hetal in  5C 
 
Who were they? 
 
Horsa and Hengist were Germanic brothers that were famous for their Anglo-Saxon 
legacy over time. Horsa was a legendary leader of the first Anglo-Saxon settlers in 
Britain who went there to fight for the British king Vortigern against the Picts. 
 
How did they have an impact and why are they remembered by historians?  
 



 
According to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Horsa and his brother Hengist were invited by 
the British ruler Vortigern to help defend against invading Scots and Picts from the 
north. Although very likely actual people, the brothers Hengist and Horsa have taken on 
a legendary status. They are said to have led the Angles, Saxons and Jutes in their 
supposed invasion of Britain in the 5th century. Tradition lists Hengist as the first of the 
Jutish kings of Kent. Modern scholarly consensus regards Hengist and Horsa as mythical 
figures, given their alliterative animal names, the seemingly constructed nature of their 
alliterative animal names and the unknowable quality of Bede's sources. Their later 
detailed representation in texts such as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle says more about 
ninth-century attitudes to the past than about the time in which they are said to have 
existed.  
 

Extract from Science Fiction story ς Siddarth 5C 
 

Michael looked to his older sibling to lead the way. Although she would never admit it, 
panic filled her heart. Her face was haunted ς haunted by a fear that affected anyone 
close to him. It was his fault, Michael thought. If only had had brought a snack. Her 
cheeks were red and burning like ant bites as hailstones bounced off them. Selene 
ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘƭȅ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƪΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΚ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƻ ǇŀƭŜΤ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ōƭǳŜΗέ 
 
Michael tried to reply but his teeth chattered too much. Suddenly, an idea popped into 
{ŜƭŜƴŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘΦ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊƛƴƎƭȅΦ ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊƪ ƎŀǘŜΗέ  
However, she had underestimated the power of the weather as the clouds rumbled and 
strong winds almost blew her hair off her head. They blundered towards the hut and sat 
on the wet seat. 
 

Extract from Science Fiction story ς Jazriah 5S 
 

Following the whirring sounds, Karol and Amaira headed to the abandoned, sinister 
forest which stood beside the park. With each step, their legs shook, causing them to 
stumble and nearly trip and fall to the cold muddy ground. They relied on each other to 
keep themselves up. Lifting up their heads, they could see the faint silhouette of a 
colossal, spherical object which had crushed the trees like a hydraulic press. Karol and 
!ƳŀƛǊŀ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƨŀǿǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǎǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦŜŀǊΦ άDƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΣ 
ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎΗέ YŀǊƻƭ ȅŜƭǇŜŘ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŎǳǇǇƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŜŜƪǎΦ 
 
 
Above the trees, a shiny, luminous light began flickering out from the silhouette. Karol 
ŀƴŘ !ƳŀƛǊŀΩǎ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 
emitting mesmerising sounds. As Amaira took one step closer to the silhouette, the 
mysterious shape made itself clear. It was a UFO. Their minds knew exactly what it was 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΧΦ ŀƭƛŜƴǎΗ 

 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=8df105d02067ec8bJmltdHM9MTcyODM0NTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0wOWI2MGJhOS1lMDMzLTY4ODktMDNlYy0xZmU0ZTExNDY5ZWMmaW5zaWQ9NTU1OA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=09b60ba9-e033-6889-03ec-1fe4e11469ec&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPUFuZ2xlcyUyMCh0cmliZSklMjB3aWtpcGVkaWEmZm9ybT1XSUtJUkU&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=ec6ece0248486384JmltdHM9MTcyODM0NTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0wOWI2MGJhOS1lMDMzLTY4ODktMDNlYy0xZmU0ZTExNDY5ZWMmaW5zaWQ9NTU2MA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=09b60ba9-e033-6889-03ec-1fe4e11469ec&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPUp1dGVzJTIwd2lraXBlZGlhJmZvcm09V0lLSVJF&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c72e9c57968dd3afJmltdHM9MTcyODM0NTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0wOWI2MGJhOS1lMDMzLTY4ODktMDNlYy0xZmU0ZTExNDY5ZWMmaW5zaWQ9NTU2Mw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=09b60ba9-e033-6889-03ec-1fe4e11469ec&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPUtpbmdkb20lMjBvZiUyMEtlbnQlMjB3aWtpcGVkaWEmZm9ybT1XSUtJUkU&ntb=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alliteration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bede


 

Lou the Flying Chicken - Jhanoy 5H 
 

Lou the chicken stared at the sky, 
"I'll fly up there - I just have to try!" 

With tentative wings and feathers askew, 
She jumped from the barn, and off she flew! 

 
The wind caught her fast, twirling around, 
But Lou crash-landed back on the ground. 
Not one to quit, she grabbed a balloon, 
Up she went, soaring past the moon! 

 
The balloon went pop! and down she fell, 

But bounced on a trampoline - what a spell! 
Lou grinned wide, feathers puffed with glee, 
"The sky's not so far for a chicken like me!" 

 
 

Sometimes when it gales - Dragos 5S 

But sometimes when it gales, 

A gloomy cloud hovers carefully 

Over the colourful mesmerising city, 

Growing like a beautiful flower. 

 

But sometimes when it gales, 

A flash of deadly godly light teleports 

In the jet-black sky like 

A time traveller from the year 2044. 

 

But sometimes when it gales,  

A thunderous deafening handful of thunder 

Loudly roars inside the atmosphere like 

A defensive lion protecting its cubs. 

 

But sometime when it gales, 

A transparent drop 

Swiftly slithers down a healthy gorgeous 

blade of grass 

Like a deadly cobra. 

 

But sometimes when it gales, 

The fabulous white snow 

Lays down on the freezing cold grass 

Like a sleeping person. 

 
 

 

Sometimes when it storms - Aaravjot 5H 

 
But sometimes when it storms, 

The heavy rain dances on window panes,  

Like a tap dancer. 

 

But sometimes when it storms, 

The heavy rain  

Tumbles from the sky, 

Like an elephant skydiving. 

 

But sometimes when it storms, 

The scary thunder  

Roars grumpily, 

Like a hungry baby waiting for food. 

 

But sometimes when it storms, 

The pouring rain 

Runs down the window, 

Like an Olympic athlete racing for gold. 

 

 

Sometimes when it storms ς Idris 5H 
 

Sometimes when it storms, 
The loud thunder claps its hand, 
Alerting like a policeman. 
 

Sometimes when it storms, 
Rain hits the window, 
Slithering down like a slimy snake. 
 

Sometimes when it storms, 
The lightning spits lighting bits, 
Hitting the ground hard like an elephant 
jumping. 
 

Sometimes when it storms, 
¢ƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƪȅΩǎ ǊƻŀǊ 
Sounds like an angry wolf. 
 



 

Our homework to research a planet and present our findings brought out our creative 

side!  

Ahnaf was so prolific that he ended up with his own display in 5C. Well done, Ahnaf! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6  
 
World Poetry Day entries  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English - A modern retelling of A Christmas Carol  

 

It was half past three in the afternoon and all of the children were going through the gates 

happily thinking about Christmas.  It was icy, dark and cold: the harsh wind swayed 

through the playground.  Teachers were heading out for the day but one teacher 

ǎǘŀȅŜŘΧaǊ wƻŘǊƛŎƪΦ  

 

My Crazy Family by Ansheka 6SC 

 

Hi! This is Jo and I love to dance, 

Around the house I sing and prance, 

Just ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜ LΩƳ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊŀƴŎŜΣ 

aȅ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ Wƻ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŀƴŎŜΦ 

 

Hola! My name is Snowflake, 

You might make a mistake, 

If you tried to wake a snake, 

To feed it a cake. 

 

Biff, Bang, Wallop and slap, 

Well zap you as loud as a thunderclap, 

We know your feet will really tap, 

When you hear our noisy family trap. 

 

We saw a French bear called Pierre, 

Who disliked being bare, 

So he bought himself a pair, 

Of trousers to wear. 

 
 

 

What do teachers do? By Sandra 6SC 

 

What do teachers do, 

In their cosy staff room? 

Are they from outer space, 

Hiding their alien face? 

Or are they witches, 

Hiding their mystical riches? 

Are they magical creatures, 

With strange facial features? 

Are they from the Victorian Times? 

Chanting along to old-fashioned rhymes? 

Or maybe they are super heroes, 

With none of their students scoring 

zeros! 

At the end of the school day, 

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳǘΣ άIƛǇ-ƘƛǇ ƘƻƻǊŀȅΗέ 

When the kids go home, we can only 

assume, 

What teachers do, in their cosy staff 

room! 

 



 

6R!  He was still in his classroom marking books, making lessons and frowning under the 

ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƎƭƻǿΦ  IŜ ƘŀǘŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΥ ƘŜ ƘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ƘŜ ƘŀǘŜŘ 

the smell of roast turkey, he hated the sparkly, emerald-green Christmas tree that sat in 

the middle of the dinner hall but most of all he hated the decorations that came along 

with everything else.  Even though it was the day before the end of term, as per usual, Mr 

Rodrick had banned every little thing that represented Christmas.   

 

Music, food, decorations ς you name it ς banned!  He even refused the attend the staff 

Christmas party; he would much rather spend his time marking books.  As he overheard 

the music blaring from the hall, he slammed his fist down on the desk and mutterŜŘΣ ά{ƛƭƭȅ 

ƳǳǎƛŎΧǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΚ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎƴŀǇǇŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƴ ƛƴ 

ƘŀƭŦΦ  wƻŘǊƛŎƪ ƎǊƻŀƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴƪ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƪΦ  άhƘ ƘǳƳōǳƎΗέ 

he thought to himself.  At this moment, the classroom became extremely cold.  His 

computer began to flicker repeatedly.  Shivers ran down his spine.  Then, as quick as a 

flash, he saw a white streak stream around his classroom. 

 

Boom!  A strange figure appeared.  It was ghost of his old colleague ς Mr Tapleen ς which 

mŀŘŜ ƘƛƳ ƧǳƳǇ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŀǘΦ  wƻŘǊƛŎƪΩǎ Ƨŀǿ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ aǊ ¢ŀǇƭŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƛƴŜŘ 

ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜǎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƛƭŜ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǇŜƴǎΦ  άwƻŘǊƛŎƪΧǇƭŜŀǎŜΧΦŘƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƻŎƪ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƻǳǘ 

ƭƛƪŜ L ŘƛŘΦ  Dƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ Ŧǳƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜΣέ ǘƘŜ ƎƘƻǎǘƭȅ ƻƭŘ ǘeacher groaned. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜΗ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǳƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΗέ 

άLŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƘƻǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳΗέ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ 

was the way we went out.  The room turned back to normal temperature and Rodrick sat 

there astonished.  It was time to go home. 

As he arrived at this house (finally getting the memories of the spirit out of his mind), he 

took out the keys, put them into the hole and slowly turned them to unlock the door.  A 

look of horror came across his face as he locked eyes with one of his pupils ς there was a 

ǎƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǎƳƛƭŜ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜΦ  wƻŘǊƛŎƪΩǎ ƪŜȅǎ ŦŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƧŀƴƎƭŜΦ  IŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 

mouth; no words came out.  The child had pale blue lips, bloodshot eyes, a ragged uniform 

and a green bag hooked over her shoulder.  The teacher remembered the face but the 

name escaped him ς not even the first letter.  Then, the ghost, whose eyes stared at 

Rodrick, crept closer and closer.  It slid and slithered across the hallway like a snake 

searching for prey.   

The hallway walls started clattering and trembling: pictures, vases and lights fell to the 

ground as though in an earthquake.  Rodrick closed his eyes, thinking this must be some 

kind of nightmare.  When he opened them, he was no longer in his hallway, but in a 

classroom.  

Chiamanda 6B 

 



 

Science - Climate change protest letter 

Dear World Leaders,  

In your countries you might think everyone is smiling and having a good time but, in your 

countries, there is suffering. You are experiencing the consequences of global warming. 

Ice is melting, flooding and there are droughts. How dare you make me write this letter 

ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŘΦ Lǎ ƛǘ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 

destroyed because you want more wealth? You have hit a new low thinking you can start 

destroying the world and telling the younger generations to fix it. You think you are saving 

the world by spitting white lies at us about how you are going to cut climate change in 

ƘŀƭŦ ōȅ нлнрΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛȄ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ŘƛŜ. Because of all of this, water 

will rise so much that the earth will become just water while we also run out of food. 

It is crazy how- I a 11-year-old- am here to tell you all how to fix problems that should 

have been solved 50 years ago.  Here are my recommendations for saving our planet. 

1. Make a tax for companies when they use plastic, possibly 1 dollar for each gram of 

plastic. This will encourage them to stop using plastic. Then with all of this extra tax 

money, you could use it for advanced boats that would collect all of the garbage in 

ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǎƻƭǾŜŘΦ 

2. Stop using fossil fuels. This will limit the amount of CO2 entering the atmosphere. 

You might be wondering how we will get our energy well we can install a large 

amount of solar panels in large deserts: for example, the Gobi Desert and the 

Sahara Desert.  Surely that would be half of the crisis solved. 

3. Ban gas cars: recall them and invest in providing people with electric vehicles.  The 

scrap from the old cars can be used to make more environmentally-friendly ones.  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ǎƻƭǾŜŘΦ 

Lƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΣ LΩƳ ŀƴ мм-year-old and I think all of you could do a better job as you should 

have already been doing. I think if you care about your civilians you should implement 

these ideas into your countries to help battle climate change. We cannot continue to 

slowly end the world because of greed.  

Yours sincerely, Sami  

 

DT ς Victorian Automata Toys 

In DT, this half term, the children are learning about designing and making their own 

Victorian automata window display.  They need to consider which three components will 

move and design their mechanism labelling the different parts of their display, including 

measurements, and think about how each part will fit together.   

 

 



 

They also looked at the cost of materials being used for 

this product, where it would be sourced and the 

sustainability of each piece. 

The children also got the opportunity to recall and use 

their mathematical knowledge to convert unit of 

measure when accurately measuring the wood and 

worked safely to cut all 18 pieces ready for the next 

stage ς construction. 

Once they had measured and cut their pieces of wood, 

they had to work together to assemble their frames.  

They had to ensure the angles were perpendicular (this 

is where they discovered how accurate and straight 

their cutting was).  They demonstrated collaboration 

and resilience to ensure the pieces held accurately and 

the structure was secure. 

Children had to think about the linear or rotary movement they wanted for their 

mechanisms, they explored different shaped cams to create the movement they 

required. 

Children had the opportunity to think about 

what their follower would like (thinking about 

what their shop front was promoting) creating 

an annotated design.  They explored the 

different shapes of the cams and noted how 

the shape made the follower move.  This 

informed their final decision. 

To finish their frames the children had to think 

about applying the finishing touches to their 

frames, this included referring back to their 

design criteria and decide on a foreground and 

background that would reflect the products 

they were selling. 

 

Children thought about 

how to make their shop 

fronts eye catching, 

bold and considered 

the size of their 

sketches. 



 

Music ς CƛƴƎŀƭΩǎ /ŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ CƛƭƳ aǳǎƛŎ 

 
In Music, the children have learnt about the different form film music takes and how it 
can influence our understanding of what is happening and will happen next.  The children 
looked at music notation and created their own short piece of music using body 
percussion and record it using their own graphic scores.   
The children have enjoyed looking at dynamics, tempo and pitch within pieces of music.  

²Ŝ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ CƛƴƎŀƭΩǎ /ŀǾŜ ōȅ CŜƭƛȄ aŜƴŘŜƭǎsohn and recorded what words and phrases 

came into our minds (what we visualised), then in groups we chose six words to 

accompany the piece to show the changing tide of the sea.  Using these skills the children 

have worked in small groups to compose, conduct and perform short pieces of music 

depicting the sounds of nature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE ς Hockey, Tag Rugby and Gymnastics 

 

During outside PE this year, the children learnt about the invasion game hockey, how to 

attack and field in static and game situations whilst remembering the correct grip and 

different passes.  In Dance, they have been learning a Victorian dance using unison, 

cannon, mirroring and levels as well as partner work.   

In the second half of Autumn, we have been looking at the rules and skills of tag rugby, 

the children had to develop their throwing and catching skills alongside developing and 

applying their communication and awareness of passing to their team mates once in a 

space to ensure that they moved the ball across the pitch in line or behind their own 

player in order to score a try before losing a tag (being tackled).  

In gymnastics, we have been looking at balancing on different number of points, rolling 

and jumping (straight, tuck, star and straddle).  The children have been perfecting their 

handstands, cartwheels and bridges.  They have also enjoyed making different shapes on 

the wall bars and using the spring board to complete a simple vault. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

It was the last day of school before Christmas break, 

and room 203 was buzzing. The class hamster, Mr. 

Whiskers, had gone missing again. Mrs. Snow, the teacher, suspected 

ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǇǊŀƴƪΦ {ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΦ {ƘŜ 

was ready for cocoa and quiet, but her students had other plans. 

ά/ƭŀǎǎΣ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ŘƻǿƴΗέ aǊǎΦ {ƴƻǿ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ŎƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ  

ά.ǳǘ aǊǎΦ {ƴƻǿΣέ ¢ƛƳƳȅ ǇƛǇŜŘ ǳǇΣ άaǊΦ ²ƘƛǎƪŜǊǎ ƛǎ Dhb9Φ IŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǘǎΗ hǊΧ 

hw ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ tƻƭŜΗέ  

aǊǎΦ {ƴƻǿ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿΦ ά²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ aǊΦ ²ƘƛǎƪŜǊǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ tƻƭŜΣ ¢ƛƳƳȅΚέ         

ά¢ƻ ǿŀǊƴ {ŀƴǘŀ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƪƛŜ .ŀƴŘƛǘΗέ ¢ƛƳƳȅ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƻ aǊǎΦ {ƴƻǿΦ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƻƪƛŜ .ŀƴŘƛǘΚέ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ 

ά¸ŜŀƘΗέ [ǳŎȅ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ Φ άIŜ ƛǎ ǎǘŜŀƭƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ![[ ƻǾŜǊ 

town. My dad cŀǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ wƛƴƎ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΗέ 

Mrs. Snow sighed. This was why she avoided giving sugar before the 

holidays. 

ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǎǘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ {ŀƴǘŀ  

"No!" Timmy said. "They're stealing FROM Santa! The bandit is trying to ruin Christmas!" 

Mrs. Snow decided to play along. "Alright, detectives. If Mr. Whiskers really is on a mission 

to stop the Cookie Bandit, what should we do?" 

"Join him!" shouted the entire class. 

Thus began **Operation Cookie Rescue.**  

Step one of their plan involved setting up a surveillance station by the classroom 

Christmas tree. Mrs. Snow provided paper cups as "spy gadgets," which the students 

wore like headsets. They also borrowed the janitor's mop bucket, which they rolled 

around as their "high-tech mobile base." 

"Timmy, do you have eyes on the gingerbread stash?" asked Lucy. 

"Yes, Captain," Timmy whispered, peering through binoculars he'd made from two toilet 

paper rolls. "No sign of movement...wait! I see crumbs!" 

 

ϝϝ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ IŜƛǎǘΥ {ŀǾƛƴƎ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ /ƻƻƪƛŜǎϝϝ 

by Jeevika 



 

The crumbs led to a suspicious trail that stopped near Mrs. 

Snow's desk. Mrs. Snow had a sinking feeling. She *had* 

eaten a cookie from the stash earlier when no one was 

looking. 

"Mrs. Snow," Lucy asked sternly, "do YOU know anything 

about these missing cookies?" Mrs. Snow decided to turn 

the tables. "I can't be a suspect; l'm Santa's helper. Look 

at my sweater!" she said, pointing to her ugly Christmas 

sweater with a reindeer nose that lit up. 

The class bought it. Barely. 

The second step of their plan was trickier. They decided to set a trap for the Cookie Bandit. 

"We'll bake the yummiest cookies EVER!" Timmy said. "And when the Bandit comes, we'll 

catch him red-handed!" 

Mrs. Snow wasn't thrilled about her classroom becoming a bakery, but the kids were 

surprisingly organized. Lucy appointed herself Head Chef, barking orders. "No, Timmy! 

You can't just eat the dough! That's evidence!" 

By the end of the day, the room smelled like a bakery and looked like a tornado had hit 

it. Flour dusted the desks, and Mrs. Snow found a chocolate chip in her hair. 

"Perfect," Lucy declared, surveying their trap: a plate of cookies rigged to a box propped 
up by a ruler, with string tied to Timmy's chair. 
--- 
As night fell, the classroom became eerily quiet. Mrs. Snow had agreed to stay late to 

humour the kids, but now she was regretting it. She was grading math tests when she 

heard a faint *clink*. 

Timmy gasped. "It's the Cookie Bandit!" 

The trap string tightened, the box fell, and...  

"MR. WHISKERS!" Lucy yelled. 

Indeed, inside the box sat Mr. Whiskers, nibbling a cookie. He 

looked up, crumbs on his whiskers, as if to say, *What's the big 

deal?* 

"It all makes sense now!" Timmy said dramatically, "Mr. Whiskers WAS the Cookie Bandit 

all along!" 

The class erupted in laughter, and even Mrs. Snow couldn't help but chuckle. 

The next morning, Mrs. Snow found a small note on her desk. It read: 

"Dear Mrs. Snow, 

Thanks for helping us save Christmas. Mr. Whiskers is retiring from crime. We think he 

just wanted some holiday cheer. P.S. We ate the leftover cookies. 

Love, Room 203."  Mrs. Snow smiled. It wasn't the quiet cocoa break she'd hoped for, but 

it was the perfect start to her Christmas. 
 


