
 

The Alexandra Times 

 

Autumn Term 2025 

Hello Parents, Carers and Children,  
 

As a school, we continue to recognise that change is an ongoing journey of growth and 
improvement.  
 

As John F. Kennedy wisely saidΤ άChange is the law of life. And those who look only to the past or 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ  
 

With this in mind, children and staff have embraced recent developments with positivity and 
resilience, ensuring that every step forward strengthens our shared vision for the future of APS. 
 

At the heart of everything we do are our guiding principles: children first, a commitment to 
embedding excellence, and a drive to encourage engagement across our whole school 
community. Our focus on ΨThe Essence of Good Teaching and Learning ς the 20 Things that 
Teachers DoΩ continues to underpin high-quality classroom practice, while we consistently think 
it through τ ensuring that all decisions support the bigger picture and long-term success of our 
learners. 
 

Alongside classroom learning, pupils and parents take part in a wide range of enriching 
experiences throughout the year.  These include welcome meetings, educational trips, visitors into 
school, parent workshops, swimming sessions and Rock Steady music lessons culminating in 
exciting concerts. We also look forward to visits from local secondary schools, class photographs, 
Collabor8 events, competitions, class assemblies, seasonal celebrations such as the Winter Disco, 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ. 
 

Open communication remains vital, and we encourage you to talk to us and work in partnership 
with the school. Safeguarding continues to be a top priority, promoting a sense of belonging, 
ensuring that every child feels safe, supported and ready to learn. 
 

This year, our focus remains on embedding excellence in all that we do and empowering learners 
to take ownership of their learning. Through thoughtful reflection, shared commitment and high 
expectations, we are building a culture of continuous improvement that supports every child to 
thrive. 

Embedding Excellence, Empowering Learners 
 

School has been a hive of activity. A very busy term, full of learning and excitement.  As we look 
ahead, 2026 is the National Year of Reading.  This will offer a powerful reminder of just how vital 
reading is at every stage of life. Reading for pleasure nurtures imagination, builds empathy, 
strengthens language and critical thinking.  Reading supports wellbeing for both children and 
adults. For young people, it lays the foundation for learning across all subjects; for adults, it 
provides connection, reflection, and lifelong growth. By valuing and protecting time for reading, 
we invest not only in academic success, but in curiosity, creativity, and a shared culture of learning 
that benefits our whole community.  Bring on 2026 and read, read, read.  
 

Read on to see what APS has been busy doing. 
 

Mr. Norton  

 



Nursery 
We have had a busy first term settling into school life. The children have been getting 

used to the routines as well as becoming more independent. They have had lots of 

opportunities to try new experiences and learn through their play. Our topics this term 

have been: colours, nursery rhymes, bears and festivals. Here are some examples of the 

great learning that children in nursery have demonstrated.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have been learning a range of new skills. This includes pedalling the trikes. 

The children have learnt to steer around the track and follow the arrows. In our outdoor 

area children are supported to develop their gross motor and physical development 

skills, including strength, special awareness, balance and jumping.  

 

The children have opportunities to make marks using various 

tools both inside and outside. This runs alongside lots of 

activities to develop the strength in their hands.  

  

Squeeze 



                                                                              

                                                                             

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎǘŀǊΦέ  

 Harleen and Aarav 
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The children have learnt lots of new songs through our daily singing sessions. 

The children also have the chance to sing and play instruments inside and 

outside during their free-choice time.  

  

All of the children made and tasted 

porridge. During this activity the children 

learnt about measuring, counting, cause 

and effect, temperature, hygiene and 

their senses.  

 



 

The children have opportunities to play in role and act out real life experiences. They 

have been writing orders and counting coins in the café. They also use the props to act 

out familiar stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are always encouraging 

the children to share a 

book with us or with their 

friends. We make our book 

area into a cosy and 

engaging area with the 

books and resources 

regularly changing to keep 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ  

  

We are going 

to the moon.  

Who has been 

eating my porridge?  

Story Cave 



 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         

                                                                 

    

                  

    

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children enjoyed bringing their favourite teddy to school and sharing a picnic with 

their friends. They wrote a special name label to keep their soft toy safe.  

 



Reception             
The children are always busy with activities and learning which are exciting, enriching 

and enjoyable learning experiences, giving children the chance to settle into school life 

and be the best versions of themselves. 

Cooking teaches crucial life skills like following instructions, food safety and using 

utensils. The children had a fabulous time learning how to make a sandwich. 

                          

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical exercise promotes staying healthy. With opportunities to develop gross motor 

skills both inside and outside the opportunities are plenty. 

                                         

      

                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the basic skills learnt the 

children have had an opportunity 

to create a simple meal, which 

included a choice of fillings. But 

the best bit of all was eating it! 

Delicious! 

We love to exercise, keep fit and 

most importantly have fun!! 



     

Reading, and more importantly the love of reading, is a powerful skill which builds 

vocabulary, provides time for relaxation, provides opportunities for a huge amount of 

knowledge and is the basis of lifelong growth. Promoting reading underpins our daily life 

in the classroom.  

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

The children enjoy exploring numbers, shapes and patterns in maths using manipulatives 

to enable them to learn in a hands-on way. Maths is a skill used in all      areas of life. 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception are showing memorable experiences to promote a lifelong passion for learning 

and skills for life. 

Whether it is being absorbed in a book, decoding words to develop the skill for 

independent reading or sharing a book with friends there is nothing more lovely than 

getting stuck into a book!! 

Whether the children use shapes to create and match 

pictures, practise ordering numbers, use bears to match 

number values or using people and a bus to learn about one 

more and one less these activities not only support the 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ C¦bΗ 

 



Year 1 
We have been very impressed with ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ writing this term. They have shown great 

determination and perseverance. The children have made lots of progress and are now 

able to write in lots of different genres and write at length. During English in Autumn 2, 

children were asked to write stories basŜŘ ƻƴ Ψ!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ DǊŀŎŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ 

descriptive language, remembering correct punctuation to describe the character Grace 

in their own words. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The children have now learnt about the difference between fiction and non-fiction 

writing. After their story writing, they moved on to writing fact files about Grace from 

Ψ!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ DǊŀŎŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ƻǳǘ ŀ ŦŀŎǘ ŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

include. Finally, this term, the children used their knowledge about fact files to write a 

fact file about a loved one from home. 

 

In their Science lessons this term, children have been learning about different habitats. 

We learned about rainforests, the woodlands, the Arctic, the ocean and the desert. They 

have produced some super writing about different habitats which shows off how much 

information they retained.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Geography they have been learning about their local area and identifying key 

locations and what they know about them. In History we have looked at toys and games 

of the past and how children played and used them to entertain themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths we have done lots of work on our addition and subtraction skills including 

addition within 10 and ordering and comparing numbers to 20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also really enjoyed our trip to Gunnersbury Park Museum to explore toys and games 

of the past.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 
In English, we have been looking at the 
ǇƻŜƳ Ψ¢ƘŜ aŀƎƛŎ [ƻƴŘƻƴ .ǳǎΣΩ ǿŜ 
identified the landmarks and modes of 
transport mentioned in the poem.  We 
have been thinking about the sounds 
we might hear. We have enjoyed 
retelling and acting out the poem with 
our partners recalling the main events.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                By Clare (2G) 
 
 
 
 
This term, we have spent 
time learning all about 
London and we have 
enjoyed listening to the 
adventures of Paddington 
Bear. We acted out, created 
story maps and have 
written our own stories all 
about the famous bear.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        By Naomi (2C) 
   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Alex (2C) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Magical School Kindness! ς By Nadirah (2M) 
Once upon a time there was a little girl called Amy. Amy was sweet, kind, helpful and a 
curious girl. Everyday, she gets bully from people that are in 5B but she always tell the 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ōǳǘ aǊ .Ǌƻǿƴ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊŀƴƪΣ ǎƻ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŀƘŀƘŀƘŀ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ƧƻƪŜ Ǝƻ ŀnd play 
ƛǘΩǎ ƘƻǘΦ !Ƴȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳŜΦ L ƘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
older than me they always make lies about me. But one day when she was sleeping a fairy 
came out of no were Amy got jump scared for a minute but the fairy said she was Amy 
fairy god mother! Amy never saw anything magical before in her never saw anything 
magical before in her life. The fairy god mother said you have 3 wishes Amy shouted WHAT 
YAY! Amy was so excited and her first wish was a kinder school because everyone was 
mean.  
 
 
 
 
 



Her second wish was people being grateful and kind because she wanted a magical world. 
The fairy GOD MOTHER SAID WELL DONE safe you last oner OK? Amy said fine feeling 
HAPPY but tired to so she went to sleep. The next day she went to school everyone was so 
kind even the 5B boys. She felt she was in a different world Amy was so grateful and happy 
THE END!!! 

BE KIND 
5hbΩ¢ .¦[[¸ 
BE GRATEFUL 

 
 
We have also been busy learning 
about the different types of 
letters.  We enjoyed writing a 
variety of letters from persuasive 
ones to thankful ones. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
                              By Andy (2M) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Art, we looked at and discussed pictures depicting the Great Fire of London. We 
decided to create our own collage drawing of London during the time of the fire. To 
create our collage, we used a mixture of techniques, such as; drawings, tissue paper, 
pencils and sugar paper.  
 
We then combined the colours to depict the Great Fire of London.  
 
We also investigated artists such as Picasso and Kandinsky and reproduced art in their 
styles. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Ambria, Aryan and Aneeq (2C)  
 
Through our DT topic, we have been researching the construction of the London Eye. As 
part of this, we had to design our own working model of a Ferris wheel. We had to learn 
how an axle works and had to ensure that everything was cut correctly to make sure 
that the wheel would spin. They really do work! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
By Andy (2M) and Manraj (2C) 
 
 
 



 
 
In Geography, we explored London as our local area and the landmarks that our capital 
city is composed of. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, we want to celebrate our amazing Christmas performance! We practiced a range 
of different songs and even sang in different languages. We hope you enjoyed our 
performance as much as we have and we want to take this opportunity to thank you for 
coming and showing your support! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3  
This half term, we have been exploring the Stone Age era. We started off this term with 

an amazing workshop which was delivered by the History man. He was able to bring 

prehistory alive through authentic artifacts, hands-on activities (like toolmaking, shelter 

building, cave painting), storytelling, and role-playing. Aligning with the curriculum the 

children were taught about early human life, survival, and the slow pace of change 

before the Iron Age. We had lots of fun taking part in this workshop.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For DT linked with Computing, the children researched different reflective safety items. 

The children were given the task of designing and making a road-safety eCharm to attach 

to their school bags or any bag. The eCharm had to initiate a flashing sequence but be 

decorative and customised to a particular person. 

Here are some finished products! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Science, we have been learning all about animals including humans. We first looked at 

the function of our muscles and the role they play in our bodies. Next, we looked at the 

human skeleton and compared it to other animals. Now that we have completed our 

learning about animals and humans, we are in the process of completing our double page 

spread. This is where we show everything we have learnt over this term.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 
We have had a superb Autumn term, here is a selection of our amazing work from this 

term.  

Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D&T  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Art, we have been looking closely at artwork by famous artists.  Using a piece 

by the artist Kananginak Pootoogook, we created our own modern interpretation 

thinking about the proportion and perspective of our work. We used clay to create 

sculptures of our art sketches. 

In D&T this term, we have designed our own book covers. We looked at different 

fastenings and their practicalities and then chose the bet one for our product. We 

then sewed the flet using our choice of stitch and then dewed on our chosen fastening 

to complete the book cover.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In PE this term, we practised our skills in the team sport, Dodgeball. We have learnt 

how to doge, catch and aim to then use these skills in a game setting.  

 

We have created some excellent 

homework this term. Here is an example 

of the posters and models all about teeth 

and Ψ!ƴǘŀǊŎǘƛŎ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎΦΩ ²Ŝ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ 

famous explorers of this region and 

designed posters and fact files about 

them  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newspaper Report by Masah in 4P based on the death of Robert Falcon Scott. 
29/3/1912 

THE POLR TIMES 

ROBERT FALCON SCOTT FOUND DEAD! 

 

 

 

There has been an accident in Antarctica. Robert Falcon Scott was found dead with his team in a tent. 

Interestingly, Robert Falcon Scott wanted to be the first person to reach the south Pole/Antarctica, but 

another explorer named Roald Amundsen also wanted to get their first too. 

Journey 

Robert Falcon Scott and his team used dogs, ponies and motor sledges to get around the South Pole. 

Although the motor sledges broke and the dogs got sent home and the ponies got tired.  

It was a tough and long journey but after miles and miles, they made it. The food supplies ran low. 

Robert and his companions were shivering with cold and without food which would lead to their 

starvation.  

Diary 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ Iƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ 

given a special honour for his bravery and determination.  

Reported by Masah 4P  



 

Find below a biography written by Kuba in 4P on Ernest Shackleton.  

ERNEST SHACKLETON 

Introduction 

Ernest Shackleton was one of the best explorers. He walked on the coast line of Antarctica. He made 

the greatest discoveries and gathered information about these lands. At that time, Antarctica had not 

been explored much.  

Early life 

Ernest Shackleton was born in a city called Ireland on 15th Feb 1874. This smart boy was an avid reader 

and had a great imagination. His father was a doctor and wanted him to be a doctor like himself. When 

he reached the age of 16, he joined the great merchant navy. Surprisingly, he was the 2nd of 10 

children. When Ernest Shackleton was a grown man, he married a lovely girl called Emily and they had 

three children. Emily was a supportive and helpful wife. 

Career 

At 18, he became First Mate because he was brave. In 1901. He went on an exciting expedition with 

another famous explorer, Robert Falcon Scott. Sadly, they had to go back because of extreme weather 

and Shackleton got very sick. Shackleton did have future trips to Antarctic on which he was very 

successful. He was even given a shiny medal called commander of the Royal Victorian by the Royal 

Geographical society.  

On this third trip, he decided to go further South than anyone else but sadly their ship got stuck on sea 

ice in 1915. They had to eat seals, penguins and their dogs because they had little food, some of the 

crew went on boats to Elephant Island and South Georgia to try to get rescued. They got stuck on the 

sea ice for two years and his shipwreck was found in 2022. On his fourth expedition, he died from 

stress ad a heart attack. As biscuit was found on the ship and it costs £1250.  

Legacy 

Shackleton was a brave and determined explorer, and he is even talked about in schools today and 

many explorers try to be just like him. 

Non chronological report  

                                                         Snowy owls! 

A snowy owl is a bird which lives in the Arctic Tundra. In this report you will find out about the habitat, 

diet, appearance and facts. 

APPEARANCE: 

Male snowy owls are pure white whereas females have 20/ of pecan brown spots all over their body.  

Snowy owls can weigh approximately 3 to 6 pounds; they also have black beaks to help catch food. 

Snowy owls have white fur to camouflage. 

DIET: 

! ǎƴƻǿȅ ƻǿƭΩǎ ŘƛŜǘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƭŜƳƳƛƴƎǎΣ ŦƛǎƘΣ ǾƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǊƴƛǾƻǊŜǎΦ 

Interestingly, their love for lemmings is so extreme that they eat over 1,600 lemmings yearly! 

Surprisingly, the snowy owls hunt with sound of the prey, since they are predators. In addition, they 

can survive without food for 6 weeks! 

 



 

HABITAT: 

Snowy owls live in frigid(cold) harsh conditions in the Arctic Tundra of North America of Eurasia. 

Furthermore, the temperature is -34°c in winter although in summer it is 3°c to 12°c. Snowy owls are 

nomadic meaning they move around; they prefer treeless areas. 

FUN FACTS: 

. Snowy owls have 3x the vision of a human because it helps them hunt. 

. The snowy owls head can turn 270 degrees! 

. snowy owls fly so up in the sky letting them fly 50mph 

! ǎƴƻǿȅ ƻǿƭΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƭƭ нллōǇƳ  

Φ ǎƴƻǿȅ ƻǿƭǎ Ŏŀƴ Ŧƭȅ ǎƛƭŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜȅΦ 

. Due to health issues a snowy owl can change their colour of their skin. 

Reported by Naunika 4H 
 

English ς portal narrative  

Phineas and the Land of Elves 

All of a sudden, Phineas eyeballed a few tiny footprints in the tawny dirt and heard some rustling in the 

emerald, green bushes, but he took his mind off them by trying to figure out where exactly was he? 

tƘƛƴŜŀǎΩ ƳƛƴŘ ǇǳŦŦŜŘ ǳǇ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōŀƭƭƻƻƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ ²ŀǎ ƘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘat old, leathery book? Would he be 

stuck there forever? Just the thought of staying in that creepy thing sent a chill down his spine. 

Along with a hypnotising effect, a delicious, sweet smell wafted towards his nostrils and pulled him 

along the bronze, dusty path. When he reached his destination, he was completely bewildered! There 

were cheery elves cooking and signing. Phineas gasped in disbelief!  

Saisha 4H  
 

Find below a section of a portal story written by Praneet in 4S for his narrative hot write. 

Praneet and the naughty Phoenix 

Once there was a boy, a helpful, gentle boy called Praneet. He lived in a mansion which was next to a 

coin factory. He had everything he wanted. His mum and dad were very nice, kind and always listened 

to Praneet. His dad was the manager of the coin factory. The city they lived in was clean but was being 

polluted by the factory. His mum was the vice manager. When Praneet 's parents went to the factory, 

Praneet was left home alone. Praneet doesn't go to school. His parents taught him at home, every day, 

in the evening. They are the richest family in the whole entire world.  

One day, Praneet had no work to do. That day he played Mario kart all day and never ever stopped 

unless it was breakfast, lunch and dinner. At night when everyone was asleep, Praneet woke up to get 

some water. Praneet looked around because he heard a strange noise, a very, very strange noise 

coming from outside. Then, something caught his eye, a shinning object. Praneet went outside and 

picked up the shinning object. Praneet realised it was a gold coin.  

Time froze. As quick as a flash, the coin flipped out of his hands and landed on heads. Time whirled 

back in time, even before Earth was created. When Praneet woke up, he was surrounded by Golden 

Rocks with faces on them. Praneet finally looked around and saw the planet was golden and fiery. 

Then the Prince Rock said," The Naughty Phoenix is trying to catch me and grind me up into gold."  



Year 5 

Wonderdome - To round off our Earth and Space Unit, we had an informative and 
engaging visit from the Wonderdome. In this workshop, we sat inside the mini 
planetarium and embarked on a short voyage into space, viewing all the planets in our 
solar system in detail. It was a worthwhile and inspiring experience!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D&T ς electronic greeting cards.  We created electronic greeting cards for our D&T 
topic. Our purpose was to create a functioning circuit which linked with space. Here are 
some examples of our functioning circuits and designs. 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South African Workshop 
 
We had an exciting workshop where we immersed ourselves in African art and music. 
We had fun creating rhythms on drums using different parts of our hands.  
 
We created our own African masks, using inspiration from a variety of African tribes. In 
addition, we also created South African silhouettes, where we used blending and 
shading of paints for our backgrounds and black card to create the foreground 
silhouette. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Writers Toolbox -  The children have been enjoying time on our new platform, Writers 
Toolbox. Children have been working at home and school to improve their writing skills 
and sentences. They have been able to free write and complete learning journey tasks. 
Inayaa in 5R wrote an Anglo-Saxon time lapse story.  

English ς Science Fiction Story and South African Poem 
 

In English, we have been working our figurative language techniques and how to use 
these in our narrative writing and poetry writing. We have been exploring the use of 
similes, metaphors, personification and expanded noun phrases to enhance our writing. 
We have put our own twist on both texts exploring weather and suspenseful science 
fiction writing.  
 

Extract from Eleena 5R 
Sometimes when it storms 
 

But sometimes when it storms,  
The shimmering, silhouetted rain weeps in sadness,  
Like a forgotten child.  
Sometimes when it storms, 
The heartless, livid thunder screams at the land below,  
Like a toddler having a tantrum.  
Sometimes when it storms,  
The chilling, petrifying lightning targets innocent civilians of earth,  
Like a bull charging at red.  
Sometimes when it storms,  
The mysterious, mystical winds howl through the trees,  
Like a lone wolf looking at the moon.  
 



 
Extract from Zahra 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Science - During the term, we have looked at Earth 
and Space. The children have looked at 
information about the planets and moon phases. 
The children had some amazing questions and 
enjoyed learning how and why certain things work 
or happen.  
 
Extract from Adhvik 5R ς Phases of the moon 
  
PE ς Tag Rugby and Dance.  During PE this year, 
the children have played tag rugby. They had to 
develop their throwing and catching skills 
alongside developing and applying their 
communication and awareness of passing to their 
team mates. 
 
In gymnastics, we have been looking at different rolls (forwards, backwards, teddy bear) 
and balancing on beams. This requires children to focus on their coordination and 
balancing skills. We also completed a space themed dance, where students designed a 
dance to represent going into space. They were told to include many different aspects 
of dance such as unison, cannon and mirror.  
  

   
 
 
 

 

 



Year 6  
C8 Writing Competition 
 
All children in Year 6 were challenged to enter a writing competition alongside other 
Hounslow schools.  The theme was Kindness and children could choose their own text 
type.  There were so many amazing entries but the Year Group winner was Griffen in 6C.  
His story is very well-written and has a wonderful message: a simple act of kindness can 
change the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Griffin 6C 
 
 



 
 
²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ CƻǊ 9ƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ²ǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ƻƻƭōƻȄ 
 
Children across the year group have been spending a lot of time in school and at home 
ƻƴ ²ǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ƻƻƭōƻȄ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ  hǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 
complete sentences that make sense and punctuating them appropriately.  Hetal in 6C 
has been working on her own story, which is a murder mystery set at APS.  Children have 
also enjoyed completing the daily writing challenge: there are examples from Ammiel and 
Ariana below. 
 
The Scarlet Scar Detective Agency: The First Crime by Hetal 6C 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friend or Foe?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Ammiel 6C 
 
 
 



 

±ŀƴŜǎǎŀΩǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Hetal 6C 
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 5ƛŎƪŜƴǎΩ ! /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
us all with their understanding and enthusiasm for this festive classic.  We retold the 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǘǿƛǎǘΦ  IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ƻŦ bŀǘǘȅΩǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦ 
 

 
English - A modern retelling of A Christmas Carol by Natty 6B 
 
 



 
Science - Climate change protest letter by Amar and Gargi 6SC 
 
Over the last few weeks in Science, children have been learning about types of energy 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ DǊŜǘŀ ¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǘƻ 
World Leaders and wrote our own version.  We were very impressed with their passion 
and knowledge on such an important topic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DT ς Victorian automata toys 
 
In DT, this half term, the children have been making their own Victorian automata 
window display toy.   The children used their mathematical knowledge to convert unit 
of measure when accurately measuring the wood and worked safely to cut all 18 pieces 
ready for the next stage ς construction.  Once they had measured and cut their pieces 
of wood, they had to work together to assemble their frames.  They had to ensure the 
angles were perpendicular (this is where they discovered how accurate and straight 
their cutting was).  They demonstrated collaboration and resilience to ensure the pieces 
held accurately and the structure was secure. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music ς CƛƴƎŀƭΩǎ /ŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ CƛƭƳ aǳǎƛŎ 
 
In Music, the children have learnt about the different form film music takes and how it 
can influence our understanding of what is happening and will happen next.  The children 
looked at music notation and created their own short piece of music using body 
percussion and record it using their own graphic scores.   
 
The children have enjoyed looking at dynamics, tempo and pitch within pieces of music.  
²Ŝ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ CƛƴƎŀƭΩǎ /ŀǾŜ ōȅ CŜƭƛȄ aŜƴŘŜƭǎǎƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ 
came into our minds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 
PE ς Hockey, Tag Rugby and Gymnastics 
 
During PE this year, the children have played hockey and developed attacking, passing 
and defending skills.  Following this, we have been looking at the rules and skills of tag 
rugby, the children had to develop their throwing and catching skills alongside 
developing and applying their communication and awareness of passing to their team 
mates. 
 
In gymnastics, we have been looking at balancing on different number of points, rolling 
and jumping (straight, tuck, star and straddle).  The children have been perfecting their 
handstands, cartwheels and bridges.  In Dance, we have worked in small groups to 
choreograph, learn and perform a Victorian style dance.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!ƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΧ 
What have you really found fun this term? 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ beginning of this term? 
 

Think back, it has been a year of activity.  What stands out in your memory? 

 
 

What are you looking forward to being able to do 

in the coming year? 

 
 

All best wishes and have a lovely break.  With very 
best wishes for 2026 and Happy New Year. 
 


