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Spring Term 2024 

 

Hello Parents, Carers and Children,  
 
This year, we have spoken about the importance of reading, particularly encouraging 
children to read for pleasure. Reading for pleasure is one of life's greatest joys. Whether 
it's getting lost in a gripping novel, exploring new worlds in fantasy literature, or learning 
from the wisdom of non-fiction, there's something magical about the experience. 
 
There is a great deal of RfP research which suggests that being a frequent reader in 
childhood is associated with: 
 
Å Significantly enhanced vocabulary development and wider general knowledge 
Å Enhanced narrative and descriptive writing 
Å Enhanced reading comprehension 
Å Increased psychological wellbeing and resilience for example, better able to handle 
ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ΨŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƎǊƛǘΩ 

Å Development of social and relational benefits for young readers 
Å Reading for Pleasure can support social change and is a matter of social justice 

 
APS has been working hard to develop our knowledge and provision.  Thank you to parents 
who have replied to surveys and questionnaires as we continue to build our reading 
community.  
 
This edition of the APS Times is dedicated to Mike Nicholls MBE.  Mike was Chair of 
Governors during the amalgamation of both Alexandra schools in 2014 until 2022.  Mike 
was a great supporter of our school and education in Hounslow.  He was a Governor at The 
Heathlands School for 50 years.   School heard that Mike had passed away following a short 
illness and we have sent our heartfelt condolences to his family.  Mike was a lovely human 
being and I know that he would have thoroughly enjoyed reading this edition of the APS 
Times and hearing about all the fun and enjoyment the children were getting from school 
and seeing their progress.  He will be greatly missed. 
 
These is always lots of information on the school website www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
Read on to find out what we have been learning, investigating and discovering through the 
texts and stories that we have used in class. 
 
All best wishes and have a lovely break, 
 
Mr. Norton  
 

http://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/


Nursery 
Spring term has been full of exciting learning opportunities and first-hand experiences. 

hǳǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ΨǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŀƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎΦΩ 

 

The children have enjoyed  

learning about the  

Gingerbread Man story. 

 

 

 

 
  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children baked gingerbread. They used 

their measuring skills and listening skills to 

follow the instructions.  

A theatre company visited us to bring the 

Gingerbread man story to life.   

άwǳƴΣ Ǌǳƴ ŀǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǎ 

ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

ŎŀǘŎƘ ƳŜΣ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ 

ƎƛƴƎŜǊōǊŜŀŘ ƳŀƴΦέ 

The children enjoyed 

joining in with the 

story. 

We love books! 



 

Whilst learning about the story Jack and the  

Beanstalk the children all planted a bean seed.  

We have continued to care for some of the bean  

stalks at school. Roda and Felisha have helped to  

water the plants and they are nearly ready to be  

planted in our garden. 

 

 

 

 

The children have been learning about keeping healthy.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

We have been learning about the different jobs that people do to who help others. During 

this topic we invited some special visitors into Nursery to meet the children. This included; 

the school chef, the school site manager, the welfare assistant and our Headteacher Mr 

Norton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eating a range of fruit and vegetables.  Brushing our teeth twice a day.  Exercising regularly.  

Masudi 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀƭŦ ǘŜǊƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ ±ŜǊȅ IǳƴƎǊȅ /ŀǘŜǊǇƛƭƭŀǊΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 

children used a range of painting skills to create caterpillar and butterfly artwork. The 

children have also been busy helping to build our bug hotel to encourage lots of creatures 

to come and live in our garden.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The children have been exploring 

listening to sounds, making sounds 

and talking about the pictures in 

books at our phonics table.  

άŀǇǇƭŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀέ 

Tharunika and Gurnoor explore 

with the ants and apples and 

ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŀΩ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ 

Mr. Hunt talked to the 

children about how he 

fixes things around the 

school using different 

tools. 

Jeshwin 

Gustaw 

Mahira 

Nitaanya 

Ajwa 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception  
The children have remained busy throughout the Spring Term participating in many new 

learning experiences. The topics of buildings and traditional stories has given them some 

hands-on experiences. 

 
One of the many activities that has been enjoyed, has been the baking of fairy cakes. The 

children worked as a team to measure, stir and mix the ingredients together. They then 

observed how baking the cake mixture turned the cake from gloopy to sot and spongy. 

 

 

 

Building our 

bug hotel. 

This is so 

gloopy.  

 



 

We all enjoyed World Book Day where we listened to some fun stories and we 

decorated a spoon to make a puppet of a story character. 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is so good. It is delicious. 

 

It was great to watch the children using 

their imaginations to play with their 

puppet.  

 



 

The love of reading is promoted every day. For instance, the children read their 

home/school books each week with an adult and they look at books daily when they first 

arrive at school. The children also enjoy listening to daily stories, talking about their 

favourite parts of the story and generally bring story books to life through talk, art work 

and writing. The children also enjoy engaging with an adult and talking about a book that 

they have chosen.  

 

                    

 

 

  

 

Engaging and sharing 

a book is such fun, 

the children love it 

when it is their turn. 

The book area in 

the classroom is 

a quiet, inviting 

place to share 

books. 



 

The topic of buildings has been interesting and engaging. Red Class had a fabulous day at 

Bekonscot model village to experience a hands-on approach to their learning. Yellow class 

and Blue class will have their opportunity to go after the Easter break.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The preliminary work that the children have 

engaged with has been fun. They have 

designed and made buildings from recyclable 

materials as well as using an i-pad as a design 

tool.     

         

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An exciting, fun day to see many 

miniature buildings and castles as 

well as have a picnic lunch and 

take a ride on a coach.  



 

Year 1 
This term the children have made enormous strides in their writing. In the first half of 

term they loved creating space poems before reading the book Beegu. They were able 

to retell the story before rewriting it with a new setting. They changed where Beegu 

crashed landed her spaceship and who she would meet during her time on Earth.  

During the second half of term, the children had so much fun writing acrostic poems. 

This was a very different approach to poetry and the children found it amusing. They 

were then introduced to the story of Owl Babies. When rewriting the story, the children 

changed the types of animals that the characters were, thinking back to their science 

habitat lessons from Autumn 2.  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Acrostic poems                                                Boxing up Owl babies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sequencing 

                                                                                Retelling the story 



 

DT was so much fun in Spring 1! The children were so engrossed in the Space topic that 

we decided to include it in our DT work and make space buggies! The children learned 

about wheels and axles as well as principles of design. They learned about what it 

means to design something that will have a function. They first designed their space 

buggy and then made their own one using cardboard, straws, plastic containers and 

tinfoil. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

This past half term the children learned all about environmental art. They learned about 

the artist Bryan Nash Gill before focusing on the artist Andy Goldsworthy who works 

outside with found materials such as leaves, twigs and rocks. The children were very 

interested in the fact that Goldsworthy photographs his work because it is often non-

permanent. The children planned their own environmental artwork before creating it in 

the outside area.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Geography 

This term the children had so much fun learning about England, Ireland, Scotland and 

Wales! They learned so many cool facts about these places. They loved learning about 

the differences and similarities between the places.  



 

Maths 

This term the children have been working up to the number 50. They are now able to 

count forwards and backwards, add and subtract. They then were able to count in 2s, 5s 

and 10s. The children have concluded the term by learning about measuring. They were 

introduced to rulers and scales and how to measure length and mass. 

 

      

 

 

A Visit to Bocketts Farm 

Year Ones went to Bocketts Farm this half term. We saw lots of farm animals, we went 

on a tractor ride and we also stroked some of the little animals there such as rabbits and 

guinea pigs. We had an amazing time!!! 



Year 2 
This term for Geography, we have spent some time investigating all about India. 
  
First, we recapped on our prior knowledge, by sharing what we already know and then 
we located India in the world Atlas.                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next, we explored the mountain ranges, some of the major rivers in India, and the 
human ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ 
influence on other countries. We then ended our investigation by comparing India to 
the United Kingdom and looking at similarities and differences. 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 2 have participated in some important days, such as World Book Day, Comic Relief 
and Science Week. We had a lot of fun taking part in these events and raising money for 
Red Nose Day. We especially loved the Sports leaders and the challenges they got us 
doing for Comic Relief.  
 



  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During our reading sessions, we having been learning and implementing the 8 reading 
strategies. Each week, we will focus on one reading strategy and complete tasks related 
to that strategy. When we read now, we will try our best to use the strategies we have 
learnt.  
 

 
                                                                                                                For homework, one of  
                                                                                                                our tasks was to take a  
                                                                                                                photo of us reading in our   
                                                                                                                favourite place. Check out  
                                                                                                                our reading gallery!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

²Ŝ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ Ψ{ƛƭƭȅΩ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
workshop, to celebrate Science Week. We had lots of fun and were all engaged 
watching and investigating science, using everyday household products in such a fun but 
informative way.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 



Year 3  
This term we have been working incredibly hard within the classroom but also outside of 

the classroom, here we have some truly remarkable pieces of homework to share with 

you.  CƛǊǎǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ŘŀƳΩǎ ƴƛƴŜ-page information booklet about different 

types of flowers. We were blown away by the budding botanist! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

bŜȄǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ w9 ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

been learning about the soul and how our consequences affect our souls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ  
depictions of their souls.  
 
            
                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Also, we have a biography from  a famous person that the child chose, someone who 
inspires them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we have a letter written by Eleena, who is campaigning for our school to get 

more eco-friendly areas around the playground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 
We have been working hard, here is a sample of work from this term. 

A Curious Object 

Andrea went on a school trip, it was boring but she did not dare to say a word, everything 

ǿŀǎ Řǳǎǘȅ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜΦ  !ƴŘǊŜŀ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘΚ Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ 

ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŜŜƪΣέ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƭŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǊŜŜΣ ǎƘŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ΧΦ 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƘŜǊŜ ǎƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΗέ !ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƛǘ ǎƘŜ ȊƻƻƳŜŘ 

out of there so fast, as a fast as a cheetah.  She was panicking and then she went home 

she was praying that she would be safe.  She told her sister but she did not listen. 

She researched about the object, she found out that it was powerful and to get its power 

you had to share it and if she did that the universe would be a disaster Andrea.  She was 

ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL Ŏŀƴ ƻΧƻΧƻƴƭȅ Řƻ ƛǘ !ƴŘǊŜŀΦέ 

¢ƘŜƴΣ ƘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴΣ άIŜȅ ǎƛǎΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚέ said her brother.  

ά!ŘŀƳ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΣ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘƛƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ L Χ LΩƳΦΦ ŀΦΦ ŀƭƭΧL ¢hhY L¢Ηέ !ƴŘǊŜŀ 

said. 

ά¸h¦ ¢hhY L¢Ηέ !ŘŀƳ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά²Ŝƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΣέ ǎŀƛŘ !ƴŘǊŜŀΦ 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳΣ άǎŀƛŘ !ŘŀƳΦ 

Andrea and Adam did the rule and they felt like something was going in them and they 

got scared by a purple light and their eyes glowed and they fell asleep. Then they woke 

ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŘ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ Χ  ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ !ΦLΦ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀƭŀǊƳ 

ǿŜƴǘ ƻŦŦΣ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L ŘƻΚέ ǎŀƛŘ !ƴŘǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ōŀǊƎŜŘ ƛƴ 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛŜΣ L ŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ōǳǘ !ΦLΦ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŜΦέ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ 

άƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ Ƴȅ ǇƭŀƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ  

Andrea felt rage and then broke free. 

They got down and Andrea took a water bottle out and because water can make robots 

break down she threw it over the machine. She found out that all of them were connected 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ǌŀƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘΣ ά!ŎŜŎŜŎŜŜŎŜΣέ !ƴŘǊŜŀ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘ in fear from the 

robot factory.   

 

In Maths, this half term we have been learning and applying our multiplication facts to 

various written calculations and word problems.  The children enjoyed applying their 

knowledge of multiplying and dividing given numbers by 10 and 100. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We took part in the National Number day; the event is an annual campaign organised by 

the NSPCC to encourage children to get involved in number-based activities. The day was 

designed to make learning maths fun and enjoyable.  We focused on developing our 

multiplication and corresponding division facts as well as using these skills to solve 

problems.  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Chinese Dragon Dance Workshop gave the children a chance to have their 

questions about China answered by the visitors, as well as to deepen and consolidate 

their learning about Chinese culture and history including learning Chinese numbers, 

days of the week and months of the year.  

 

 

 



 

In PE this term, the children participated in different orienteering tasks. The children 

learnt to use and follow directional language as well as using maps to find various objects 

and routes.  They had the opportunity to use a compass and plan routes throughout the 

half term. 

Children were asked to recognise and use symbols on a map and identify what they 

represent. The activity required good team work, collaboration with their teammates in 

order to apply and solve various problems.  

       

We learnt about the striking and fielding sport of netball. The children have been 

practising and using different passes depending on the space, distance and time they 

have around them.  They learnt how to use the chest pass, shoulder pass and how to 

pivot within small game situations.  In game situations the children practised being 

defenders who tried to intercept the ball and attackers trying to score.  The children 

showed good collaboration, teamwork and communication. 

 



 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Water Cycle 

 

In Science, we have been looking at the water cycle and carrying out weekly 

experiments to create the different elements of the cycle (condensation, evaporation, 

precipitation and collection).  We had to make predictions based on our prior 

knowledge and what we had learnt in the lessons. We carried out experiments testing 

our ideas and drew conclusions based on what we discovered. 

The children enjoyed investigating how the collection process of the water cycle worked 

as they watched the water 

travel along the creases in 

the paper to the lowest 

points, collecting in one 

place (rivers, puddles, 

lakes). 

              



 

Solids, Liquids and Gases 

In Science, the children recalled their knowledge on the water cycle and what state of 

matter each stage is.  The children have been learning about the different states of 

matter, taking a closer look at the particles that make solids, liquids and gases.  They 

have conducted experiments to discover the weight of gases within fizzy drinks and how 

the melting process turns a solid into a liquid and how freezing can turn a liquid into a 

solid, but heating a liquid can turn it into a gas. 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the half term, we have planned and carried out many experiments to test 

our predictions, consolidate our understanding of solids, liquids and gases and draw 

conclusions from our findings.   

Fizzy drink experiment (gases) 

Coke Tango Diet coke Sprite Pepsi 

     

 

 

Solids 

Liquids 

Gases 



 

Recent trip to Hampton Court Palace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The children have been cooking Chinese food as part of their topic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chinese New year- by Gargi  

Giant dragons dance. 

Red lanterns flicker on and off; 

Signs wish good luck. 

Colourful fireworks explode- 

joyful music cheers 

while parades commence. 

In the markets, 

tiny ants rush in. 

Incense soars by, 

enveloping families everywhere. 

The dragon dances 

dumplings are mushy boats. 

Shop signs 

bore their neon lights. 

Slithering noodles 

swimming in the murky water. 

Lion dances amaze 

the people. 



Year 5 
WŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊō {ǇǊƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ our amazing work from over this 

term.  

Viking workshop  

We were privileged enough to have 

an exciting day with the History 

Man. We were able to learn about 

the Viking period of history through 

artefacts.  We looked at Viking 

games and tools. Viking clothing 

and a Viking bed. We all were able 

to handle the artefacts and feel like 

real life Vikings!  

Ufton court 

Year 5 were lucky enough to go to Ufton Court to help 

enhance our learning about Vikings. During the day the 

children were immersed in the life of Vikings; fighting 

skills with shields and swords, voyaging (the objects the 

Vikings would have traded from overseas) and learning 

about their daily life such as weaving wool and grinding 

flour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


