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Hello Parents, Carers and Children,

This year, we have spoken about the importance of reading, particularly encour
children to read for pleasurdreading for pleasure is one of life's greatest joys. Whe
it's gettinglost in a gripping novel, exploring new worlds in fantasy literature, or lear
from the wisdom of noffiction, there's something magical about the experience.

There is a great deal of RfP research which suggests that being a frequent reg
childhood is associated with:

Sgnificantly enhanced vocabulary development and wider general knowledge
Erhanced narrative and descriptive writing

Enhanced reading comprehension

Increased psychological wellbeing and resilience for example, better ablenidie
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Development of social and relational benefits for young readers

Readingfor Pleasurecan support social change and is a matter of social justice
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APS has been working hard to develop our knowledge apeigion. Thank you to parent
who have replied to surveys and questionnaires as we continue to build our re;
community.

This edition of the APS Times is dedicated to Mike Nicholls MBE. Mike was C
Governors during the amalgamation of botttexandra schools in 2014 until 2022. Mi
was a great supporter of our school and education in Hounslow. He was a Governor
Heathlands School for 50 years. School heard that Mike had passed away following
iliness and we have sent our h#falt condolences to his family. Mike was a lovely hun
being and | know that he would have thoroughly enjoyed reading this edition of the
Times and hearing about all the fun and enjoyment the children were getting from sg
and seeing their progss. He will be greatly missed.

These is always lots of information on the school websiigv.alexandra.hounslow.sch.u
Read on to find out what we have been learning, investigating and discoverowgh the
texts and stories that we have used in class

All best wishes and have a lovely break,

Mr. Norton



http://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/
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Spring term has beefull of exciting learning opportunities and fireand experiences.
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The children have enjoyed
learning about the
Gingerbread Man story.
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The children baked gingerbread. They dise
their measuring skills and listening skills to
follow the instructions.
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The children enjoyed
joining in with the
story.

A theatre company visited us to bring the
Gingerbread man story to life.

We love books!
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Whilst learning about the story Jack and the
Beanstalk the children all planted a bean seedg

7
stalks at school. Roda and Felisha have helpef
water the plants and they are nearly ready to b'¥
planted in our garden. |
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Brushing our teeth twice a day Eating a range of fruit and vegetable Exercising regularly.

We have been learning about the differgnbs that people do to who help others. Durin
this topic we invited some special visitors into Nursery to meet the children. This incly
the school chef, the school site manager, the welfare assistant and our Headteach|
Norton.
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Mr. Hunt talked to the
children about how he
fixes things around the
school using different
tools.
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Tharunika and Gurnoor explore
with the ants and apples and
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The children have been explorir
listening to sounds, making soun(
and talking about the pictures i
books at our phonics table.
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children used a range of painting skills to create caterpillar and butterfly artwork.
children have also been busy helping to build our bug hotel to encourageflotsatures
to come and live in our garden.
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Building our
bug hotel.
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The children have remained busy throughout the Spring Term participating in many
learning experiences. The topics of buildings and trawigl stories hagiventhem some

handson experiences.

One of the many activities that has been enjoyeds been thdaking of fairy cakes. Thg
children worked as a team to measure, stird mix the ingredients together. They the
observed howbaking the cake mixture turned the cake from gloopy to sot and spong

This is so
gloopy.
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We all enjoyed World Book Day where we listened to some fun stories and we
decorated a spoon to make a puppet of a story character.

It is so good. It idelicious.

It was great to watch the children using
their imaginations to play with their

puppet.




The love of reading is promoted every day. For instance, the children read
home/school books each week with an adult and they look at books daily when theyf
arrive at school. The children also enjoy listening to daily stories, talking about
favourite parts of the story and generally bring story books to life through talk, art w
and writing. The children also enjoy engaging with an adult and talking about a bool
they have chosen.

The book area in
the classroom is
a quiet,inviting
place to share
books

Engaging and sharing
a book is such fun,
the children love it
when it is their turn.
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The topic of buildings has been interesting and engaging. Red Class had a fabuloug
Bekonscot model village to experience a handsapproach to their learning. Yellow clas
and Blue class will have their opportunity to go after the Easter break.

An exciting, fun day to see ma
miniature buildings and castles «

well as have a picnic lunch a
take a ride on a coach.

The preliminary work that the children hav
engaged with has been fun. They haj
designed and made buildings from recyata
materials as well as using apad as a design
tool.
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Yearll

This termthe children havenade enormous strides in their writing. In the first half of
term they loved creating space poems before readimgbookBeegu.They were able
to retell the story before rewriting it with a new setting. They changed where Beegu
crashed landed her spaceship and who she would meet during her time on Earth.

During the second half of term, the children had so muchviuiting acrostic poems.

This was a very different approach to poetry and the children found it amusing. The
were then introduced to the story ddwl BabiesWhen rewriting the story, the children|
changed the types of animals that the characters wénanking back to their science
habitat lessons from Autumn 2.

Acrostic poems Boxing up Owl babies

Squencing

Retelling the story




DT was so much fun in Spring 1! The children were so engrossedSpabe topic that
we decided to include it in our DT work and make space buggies!hildesn learned
about wheels and axles as well as principles of design. They learned about what it
means to design something that will have a function. They first designed their spacq
buggy and then made their own one using cardboard, straws, plasticioensaand
tinfoil.

This past half term the children learned all about environmental art. They learned &
the artist Bryan Nash Gill before focusing on the artist Andy Goldsworthy who w
outside with found materials such as leaves, twigs and rocks. The children were
interested in the fact that Goldsworthy photographs his work because it is ofteRn i
permanent. The children planned their own environmental artwork before creating
the outside area.
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Geography

This term the children had so much fun learning about England, Ireland, Scotlan
Wales! They learned so many cool facts about these places. They loved learning
the differences and similarities between the places.




This term the childen have been working up to the number 50. They are now able tg
count forwards and bacskards add and subtract. They then were able to count in 2s,
and 10s. The children have concluded the term by learning about measuring. They
introduced to rulersand scales and how to measure length and mass.

A Visit to Bocketts Farm

Year Ones went to Bocketts Farm this half term. We saw lots of farm animals, we

on a tractor ride and we also stroked some of the little animals there such as ralplolits
guinea pigs. We had an amazing time!!!




This term for Geography, we have spent some time investigating all about India.

First, werecapped on our prior knowledge, by sharing what we already know and th
we located India in the world Atlas.

Next, we explored the mountain ranges, some of the major rivers in India, and the
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influence on other countries. We then ended our investigation by comparing India tg
the United Kingdom and looking at similarities and differences.
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@ Can you explasn how the Indian culture has influanced
- other countrien and thelr communities?

Indian culsing (food)
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Year 2 have participated in some important days, such as World BapgkComic Relief
and Science Week. We had a lot of fun taking part in these events and raising mon
Red Nose Day. We especially loviee Sports leaders and the chaillges they got us
doing for Comic Relief.
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During our reading sessions, we having been learning and implementing the 8 read
strategies. Each week, we will focus on one reading strategy and complete tasks re
to that strategy. When we read now, we will try our best to use the strategies we ha|
learnt.

= For homework, one of

T our tasks was to take a
. photo of us reading in our
' favourite place. Check ou
our reading gallery!
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workshop, to celebrate Science Week. We had lots of fun and were all engaged
watching and investigating science, using everyday household products in such a f
informative way.




This termwe have be@ working incredibly hard within the classroom but also outside
the classroom, here we have some truly remarkable pieces of homework to share
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types of flowersWe were blown away by the budding botanist!
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been learning about the soul and how our consequences affect our souls.
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depictions of their souls.
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Also, we have a biography from a famous person that the child chose, someone w
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Finally, we have a letter writtehy Eleena, who is campaigning for our school to get
more ecefrlendly areas around the playground
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We have been working harttere is a sample of workdm this term.

A Curious Object

Andrea went on a school trip, it was boring but she did not dare to say a wondjteney
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out of there so fast, as a fast as a cheetah. She was panicking and then she went
she was praying that she would be safe. She told her sister but she did not listen.

She researched about the object, shaifal out that it was powerful and to get its pows
you had to share it and if she did that the universe would be a disaster Andrea. Sh
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said.
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Andrea and Adam did the rule and th&jt like something was going in them and the
got scared by a purple light and their eyes glowed and they fell asleep. Then they
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Andrea felt rage and #n broke free.

They got down and Andrea took a water bottle out and because water can make rg
break down she threw it over the machine. She found out that all of them were conne
YR GKS& NIy lglkeée Fa Flad | a uidfear frodzhdz
robot factory.

In Maths, this half term we have been learning and applying our multiplication fac
various written calculations and word problems. The children enjoyed applying
knowledge of multiplying and dividing given nbers by 10 and 100.
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Wetook part in the National Number day; the event is an annual campaign organise
the NSPCC to encourage children to get involved in nutbased activitiesThe day was
designed to make learning maths fun and enjoyable. We focused on developin
multiplication and corresponding division facts as well as u#mge skills to solve

problems.
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The Chinese Dragon Dance Workshape the children a chance to have their
guestions about China answered by the visitors, as well as to deepen and consolids
their learning about Chinese culture and history including learning Chinese number
days of the weeland months of the year.
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In PE this term, the children participated in different orienteering tasks. The chils
learnt to use and follow directional language as well as using maps to find various o
and routes. They hatthe opportunity to use a compass and plan rositdtaroughout the
half term.
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Map & Map 8

Children were asked to recognise and use symbols on a map and identify what they
represent. The activity required good team work, collaboration with their teammateg
order to apply and solve various problems.

We leant about the striking and fielding sport of netball. The children have been
practising and using different passes depending on the space, distance and time th
have around them. They learnt how to use the chest pass, shoulder pass and how
pivot within small game situations. In game situations the children practised being
defenders who tried to intercept the ball and attackers trying to score. The children
showed good collaboration, teamwork and communication.
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The WaterCycle

In Science, we have been looking at the water cycle and carrying out weekly
experiments to create the different elements of the cycle (condensation, evaporatio
precipitation and collection We had to make predictions based on our prior
knowledgeand what we had learnt in the lessaWe carried out experiments testing
our ideas and drew conclusions based on what we discovered.

The children enjoyed investigating how the collection process of the water cycle wo
-= as they watched the water gg\_ :
. travel along the creases in
the paper to the lowest
points, collecting in one
place (rivers, puddles,

| lakes).
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Solids, Liquids and Gases

In Science, the children recalled their knowledge on the water cycle and what state
matter each stage isThe children have been learning about the different states of

matter, taking a closer look at the particles that make solids, liquids and gases. Th{
have conducted experiments to discover the weight of gases within fizzy drinks and
the melting procss turns a solid into a liquid amdw freezing can turn a liquid into a
solid, but heating a liquid can turn it into a gas.

Throughout the half term, we have planned and carried out maxperiments to test
our predictions, consolidate our understanding of solids, liquids and gases and dray
conclusions from our findirgy

Fizzy drinkexperiment(gases)

Coke Tango Diet coke Sprite
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Recent trip toHamptonCourt Palace
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The children have been cooking Chinese food as part of their topic
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ChineseNew year by Gargi
Giant dragons dance.
Redlanterns flicker on and off;
Signs wish good luck.
Colourful fireworks explode
joyful music cheers
while parades commence.
In the markets,
tiny ants rush in.
Incense soars by,
enveloping families everywhere.
The dragon dances
dumplings are mushy boats.
Shop signs
bore their neon lights.
Slithering noodles
swimming in the murky water.
Lion dances amaze
the people.
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Viking workshop

We were privileged enough to hay

the Viking period of history throug

4! artefacts. We looked at Vikin
& games and tools. Viking clothin
and a Viking bed. We all were ab
-, to handle the artefcts and feel like
real life Vikings!
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