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Spring Term 2025 

Hello Parents, Carers and Children,  
 

This has been a very busy term at Alexandra Primary School.  Children had many 
opportunities to demonstrate their understanding, learn and practice their skills or apply 
their knowledge to new situations.    

òTell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn.ó  

ñ Benjamin Franklin  

 
²ƻǊƭŘ .ƻƻƪ 5ŀȅΣ Ψ! {ǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ 9ǾŜǊȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣΩ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
and demonstrate a genuine sense of belonging.  A big thank you to the many parents who 
gave up their time to read to the children.   
 
Children sang at Voice in a Million at Wembley and had a great time singing along with a 
few thousand other children.  
 
The bee men from JJ Honey visited and provided a very insightful talk about bees.  It was 
too cold for them to bring our bees into school, but we hope that this will happen in the 
summer term in an observatory hive.   
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ψ!ŎǘƛǾŜ [ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΩ ǘƻ ōǳƛld a sense of belonging with 
the children,  mainly through developing and demonstrating kindness. The benefits are in: 

 

ω Building trust and rapport: When people feel heard, it fosters stronger relationships. 
ω Improves problem-solving: By truly understandƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

offer more relevant insights. 
ω Reducing misunderstandings: Clearer communication leads to fewer errors and less 

confusion. 
ω Encouraging ŜƳǇŀǘƘȅΥ !ŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 

viewpoints. 
 

As ever, thank you for your continued support.  We hope you enjoy your break, rest, 
recover, and read. There has been a great deal to celebrate this term, read on and see 
what each year group has been learning.  A great deal of fun has also been had along the 
way.  
 
 
All best wishes and have a lovely break, 
Mr. Norton  
 



Nursery 
Spring term in Nursery has been full of exciting learning opportunities and first-hand 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ hǳǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ΨǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŀƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎΦΩ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

these topics the children have developed their skills and knowledge across the 

curriculum.  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have enjoyed learning about the Gingerbread Man story.  

The children baked gingerbread. They 

used their measuring skills and listening 

skills to follow the instructions.  
A theatre company visited 

us to bring the Gingerbread 

man story to life.   

Whilst learning about the story Jack and the Beanstalk the children all planted a 

bean seed. We have continued to care for some of the bean stalks at school. The 

children have helped to water the plants and they are nearly ready to be planted 

in our garden.  

άwǳƴΣ Ǌǳƴ ŀǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎŀǘŎƘ 

ƳŜΣ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƴƎŜǊōǊŜŀŘ ƳŀƴΦέ 

The children enjoyed joining in with the story. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been learning about the different jobs that people do to help others. During this 

topic we invited some special visitors into Nursery to meet the children. This included; 

the school welfare assistant, the school site manager and local police officers.  

The children have been learning about keeping healthy.  

Eating a range of 

fruit and vegetables. 

Brushing our teeth 

twice a day. 

We love books! 

Exercising 

regularly. 

Bumblebees Nursery 

had a visit from the local 

Police Officers. They had 

the opportunity to try on 

a police hat and ask the 

officers questions. 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiple_fruit
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiple_fruit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ΨtŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ IŜƭǇ ǳǎΩ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ōƻŀǊŘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ 

ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

άL ǎǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜȅŜΧέ 

Meghana and Priyansi 

work hard to find all of the 

objects that begin with the 

ǎƻǳƴŘ ΨǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŀΩΦ 

Mr. Hunt talked to the 

children about how he 

fixes things around the 

school using different 

tools. 

Ladybirds Nursery dressed 

up as Police Officers. The 

class then received a 

special phone call and all 

of the children worked 

together to solve the 

problem, just like real 

police officers.  

Khalifa 

Ajooni 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have been working hard to develop their fine motor strength. This includes 

regular dough gym, hand to eye coordination activities, mark making, drawing and some 

letter formation. Here are some examples of great name writing in Nursery.  

 

 

 

 

                                                                              

                                                                             

 

 

                            

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arya 

Bayan 



Reception  
Spring Term is a busy term where the children participate in additional activities to 

support their learning. The topics of buildings and traditional stories lend themselves 

well to the trip to Bekonscot model village. 

 

 

          

    

 

 

 

 
Look at some of our models made with recyclable materials. 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

A fun day out to see the 

many miniature buildings 

and castles. An exciting 

adventure which included 

a coach ride and a picnic 

lunch. 

 I made a bank. 

I mad I made a flat. 



 

The children have also had a visit from Little City. This provided the children with lots of 
fun using their imagination and engaging in role play. The children had the opportunity 
to be a hairdresser, a shop keeper, a vet and a worker in the emergency services to name 
a few. So many play opportunities to choose! 

                       

                         

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

I like making cakes. 

We enjoyed 

working as a team 

to make fairy cakes. 

We looked at the 

ingredients, we weighed 

them, we sifted the flour 

and mixed and stirred 

everything together. Then it 

was so runny. It changed 

when it was cooked. 

 

I 
I like the crunchy bit 

on top because it is 

delicious. 

I am tapping 

the flour. 



Year 1 
This term, the children have made enormous strides in their writing. In the first half of 

term they loved creating space poems before reading the book Beegu. They were able to 

retell the story before rewriting it with a new setting. They changed where Beegu crash 

landed her spaceship and who she would meet during her time on Earth.  

During the second half of term, the children had so much fun writing acrostic poems. This 

was a very different approach to poetry and the children found it amusing. They were 

then introduced to the story of Owl Babies. When rewriting the story, the children 

changed the types of animals that the characters were, thinking back to their science 

habitat lessons from Autumn 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This half term Year One went on a trip to Bocketts Farm. We learnt so many facts about 

the animals at the farm and also how they live there at the farm. We stroked some rabbits 

and guinea pigs and we went on a tractor ride. We saw lots of different animals like sheep, 

ŀƭǇŀŎŀǎΣ Ŏƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŀǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƛƎΩǎ ǊŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ fun and we cheered as we saw them 

running along the track. We finally went to the big playground and played on the different 

equipment. We would like to say a big thank you to all the parents who volunteered on 

the trip.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, last week we wrote a letter to the 

farmer at Bocketts Farm and we said thank you 

for letting us go to the farm.  We made sure we 

included all the features of a letter and we talked 

about the importance of letter writing and how 

letters get to their destinations. These are some 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΦ 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DT was so much fun! The children were so engrossed 

in the space topic that we decided to include it in our 

DT work and make space buggies! The children learnt 

about wheels and axles as well as principles of design. 

They learnt about what it means to design something 

that will have a function. They first designed their 

space buggy and then made their own one using 

cardboard, straws, plastic containers and tinfoil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Art,  the children learnt all about environmental art. They learnt about the artist Bryan 

Nash Gill before focusing on the artist Andy Goldsworthy who works outside with found 

materials such as leaves, twigs and rocks. The children were very interested in the fact 

that Goldsworthy photographs his work because it is often non-permanent. The children 

planned their own environmental artwork before creating it in the outside area.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term in Geography, the children had so much fun learning about England, Ireland, 

Scotland and Wales! They learnt so many cool facts about these places. They loved 

learning about the differences and similarities between the places.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This term, in Maths,  the children have been working up to the number 50. They are now 

able to count forwards and back, add and subtract. They then were able to count in 2s, 

5s and 10s. The children have concluded the term by learning about measuring. They 

were introduced to rulers and scales and how to measure length and mass. We even went 

outside in the playground and measured with rulers to find the distance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 
This term, for Art, we have spent some time learning about a range of artists that use a 
common theme. Using painting and collage to create texture, we explored artists such as 
Sigmar Polke, Henri Rousseau and Jackson Pollock, who all use this style to create 
artwork. 
  

First, we experimented with 
different types of textures and 
materials.  
  
We then went on to create an animal 
artwork inspired by Henri Rousseau. 
To achieve this, we had to consider 
the theme in his artwork (the jungle 
/ rainforest) before considering what 
animals we might find in the jungle. 
 
 

 
 

Year 2 participated in some important days, such as World Book Day, Comic Relief and 
Science Week. We had a lot of fun taking part in these events and raising money for Red 
Nose Day. We especially loved the Sports leaders and the reading challenges they got us 
participating in for World Book / Culture day. We all looked amazing in all our traditional 
clothes. We would also like to thank our parents who came into our classes to tell us a 
story from their culture.  



 
During our reading sessions, we having been learning and implementing the 8 reading 
strategies. Each week, we have been focusing on one reading strategy and completed 
tasks related to that strategy. When we read now, we will try our best to use the 
strategies we have learnt.  
 
For homework, one of our tasks was to take a photo of us reading in our favourite place. 
Check out our reading gallery!  
 

 

 
We have ended this term, with having the exciting opportunity of attending a special 
assembly ran by HSBC Bank. The presentation we had was very informative and 
reminded us of the difference between a want and a need. We also learnt the 
importance of looking after our money and online safety.  
 
 
 

  
 

 

 



Year 3 
Bee workshop 

As part of a special extracurricular assembly, the children attended a very interesting bee 

workshop and learnt many facts about the importance of bees for our planet. They were 

able to handle special models of all different types of pollinators and even learnt how to 

do a special bee dance!  

¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ΨōǳȊȊƛƴƎΩ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ 

even got to have a go at wearing special protective beekeeper attire! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World book Day 

Our theme for World Book Day this yŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ Ψ.ŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎΩΦ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ ¸ŜŀǊ о ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ 

ǘǿƻ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ CƛǊǎǘΣ ǿŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǇƻŜƳǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨōƭŀŎƪƻǳǘΩ 

technique to practice selecting words and phrases that matter and feel like home.  

Next, we created miniature books based on their favourite stories for a display that 

demonstrated how unique we all are and the types of places from books that make us 

feel safe.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science- outdoor learning- Eco friendly spaces 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ Ψtƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛǾƛƴƎ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎΩΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ǝƻǘ ǎǘǳŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ 

outdoor learning where they looked for areas within the school which they thought we 

could make eco-friendlier. They then decided what we could make there and had to 

explain their thinking behind their reasoning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

After exploring the playground, looking for spaces they thought we could turn into more 

eco-friendlier spaces, the children wrote persuasive letters to Mr. Norton explaining their 

thinking behind their reasons for wanting more eco-friendlier spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. Norton, 

I suggest you should make more eco-friendly spaces because we have lots of ideas that 

are eco-friendly that you may like. I think the bushes next to the football and slide, you 

could put a bug hotel. Because bugs need a home to live and if we put it next to the soil, 

the bugs will love it because they love soil. We could also change some of our metal 

climbing frames to wooden structures because these are much fresher and look more 

natural. We could also add some bird feeders around the playgrounds, to encourage 

more birds to visit us. Lastly if we could have some more grass spaces with flowers that 

will make the school look more colourful and inviting for children and adults. We have 

lots of ideas to make the school an eco-friendlier place.  

From, 

Shloka. 

Dear Mr. Norton, 

I kindly require that we should obtain a fruit and veg garden! In the KS1 

playground and take turns planting. This is one way we could do it. First 

take a planter box and put mud in it. Next, take some seeds for veg and 

fruit. Lastly, plant them. The reason why there could be fruit and veg 

Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Y{м ǎƴŀŎƪǎΦ 



 

Geography field trip- Local walk 

As part of our Geography topic, we went on a walk around our local area, mapping what 

we saw along the way. We completed a land use study where we detailed what different 

buildings along Denbigh and Kingsley Road were being used for. This information helped 

the children to compare how Hounslow has changed in the last 200 years. The children 

loved being surveyors for the day and returned to school with some excellent 

information! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 
In Art, this term we explored the artist Zheng Xie ( , 1693-1765).  He is famous for his 

drawing of bamboo, orchids, and rocks, his artwork is often thought to have been the 

inspiration behind the Ψ²ƛƭƭƻǿ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎΩ - the name given to the distinctive blue and white 

pattern found on many pieces of crockery (made in England during the 18th Century). The 

children imitated his style of art in preparation to create their own willow patterns plates. 

In History, the children learnt about the Shang Dynasty. They enjoyed recalling what they 
already know about Ancient China and the Shang Dynasty and used this knowledge to 
place the key events in Ancient China into historical order on a time line.  They also 
discussed which event they felt had the largest impact on the Shang Dynasty and why. 

 



 

In DT this half term we have been planning, preparing and cooking a Chinese meal, the 
children looked at what makes a healthy diet and enjoyed a food testing session to 
decide on which food we would like to use in their meal (as you can see some food went 
down better than others). They used this knowledge to decide whether it was a staple 
of a Chinese diet before putting it forward in their recipe.  They took part in the food 
preparation and cooking stages and enjoyed tasting dishes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

In PE,  the children have been learning about the different dance techniques; moving in 
unison, mirroring their partners and small groups as well as working in canon.  The 
children also learnt the importance of keeping a steady beat and keeping in time with 
their peers.  By the end of the half term the children will have practiced and performed a 
short Chinese dance. 

 



 

The children have been learning about the different rolls, balances and jumps.  The 
children also learnt the importance of body tension, strength, co-ordination as they have 
practiced performing these skills with finesse. The children have been practicing different 
jumps (straight, tuck, star, straddle and pike), balances (held for three seconds) and rolls 

(forward, backward, dolly and dish-arch). 

 

We have been investigating and researching China ς the 
people, landmarks and physical features. We also have 
studied the Human Geography e.g. jobs and industry.  

 

 



 

In Science, the children enjoyed participating in the planning of and carrying out of, 

weekly experiments to create the different elements of the cycle (condensation, 

evaporation, precipitation and collection).  They made predictions based on our prior 

knowledge and what we had learnt in the lessons, we carried out experiments testing our 

ideas and drew conclusions based on what we discovered.  

 

 

 

 
 



 

In Science, the children enjoyed investigating how the 
collection process of the water cycle worked as the watched 
the water travel along the creases in the paper to the lowest 
points, collecting in one place (rivers, puddles, lakes). 

              

 

The children recalled their knowledge on the water cycle and what state of matter each 

stage is.  The children have been learning about the different states of matter, taking a 

closer look at the particles that make solids, liquids and gases.  They have conducted 

experiments to discover the weight of gases within fizzy drinks and how the melting 

process turns a solid into a liquid and freezing can turn a liquid into a solid, but heating a 

liquid can turn it into a gas. 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

Throughout the half term, the children 

have planned and carried out many 

experiments to test our predictions, 

consolidate our understanding of solids, 

liquids and gases and draw conclusions 

from our findings ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨFizzy 

drink experiment (gases). 

Solids Liquids 

Gases 



 

During the term, we explored and investigated five centuries of the Shang Dynasty rule 

through the Chinese Workshop. The children were able to recognise this impressive 

civilisation, with its fearsome warriors and remarkable royal palaces. They became part 

of the Shang Dynasty's elite army, understood their religious beliefs and discovered the 

skill that went into their famous jade carvings!  

 

It was a fantastic opportunity for the children to have their questions about China 

answered by the visitors, as well as to deepen and consolidate their learning about 

Chinese culture and history.  The children also enjoyed producing Chinese calligraphy, 

producing Willow Pattern Paintings, creating paper lanterns linked to Buddhism, as well 

as learning to count and speak simple words and phrases in Mandarin. 

Year 4 visited our local church during the second half-term. We learnt about the 

Disciple, Luke, and the Easter story ς whilst exploring the church itself and the grounds. 

 
 

 


