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Hello Parents, Carers and Children,
Celebrating Learning Across the School

Over thecourse of this term our children have been incredibly busy, engaged in a wide rang
meaningful learning experiences that reflect the richness of our curriculum and the enthusiasm they
to school each day. From storytelling and theatre workshops to scientific igaéisins, creative writing
and educational visits, it has been wonderful to see children developing their knowledge, confiden
curiosity across all year groups.

One of the highlights this term has been the continued focus on reading and storytelling. During N
Storytelling Week and World Book Day, children explored stories, created their own book desig
shared their love of reading with one another. Fbeexperiences are helping to build vocabulg
imagination and a lifelong enjoyment of bookssomething we are particularly proud to champion
part of the National Year of Reading 2026.

Our youngest learners in Nursery and Reception have been developing early communication, cr
and independence through imaginative play, storytelling and hamdearning. Children have acted o
traditional tales, explored rhyming words and creatibeir own buildings and castles using a range
materials, demonstrating both teamwork and problesalving skills.

Across Key Stage 1, children have been developing strong foundatiditeraty, Mathematics and
Sience. They have written poems about the seasons, explored materials and experimented with nu
using practical resources. These activities are helping children to think carefully, explain their rea
and build confidence in their learning.

In Key Stage 2, learning has been brought to life through memorable experiences aivdbriea
connections. Children have taken part in workshops, visits and investigations that deepen underst
and spark curiosity. For example:

Year 3 explored Ancient Egyptian life through an interactive theatre workshop, allowing children t
into history and learn through drama and rehéay.

Year 4 investigated the water cycle through practical science experiments and cultural le
experiences such as Chinese language and art activities.

Year 5 visited the Thames to develop their geographical knowledge of rivers, flooding and environ
change through real fieldwork.

Year 6 visited the Houses of Parliament, where they learned about democracy and asked tho
guestions of their local Membeof Parliament.

These experiences help children to see how their learning connects to the wider world and devel
confidence to ask questions, think critically and work collaboratively.

We are also incredibly proud of the way children continue to demonstrate resilience, creativity
teamworkt whether designing moving mechanisms, creating artwork inspired by history, learning
musical skills such as the ukulele, or working togetbesdlve challenges.

Most importantly, what stands out is the enthusiasm our children show every dtyeir willingness to
try new things, support one another and take pride in their achievements. This is what truly |
learning to life and reflects our shared commitmenténsuring every child thrivesTogether, we will
continue embedding excellence and empowering learners.

Mr. Norton




Spring Term 2026
N UI'SE1)

Spring term in Nursery has been full of exciting learning opportunities anehfursd
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these topics the children have developed their skills and knowledge across the
curriculum.

The children enjoyed learning abatle story ofTheGingerbread ManThechildren
baked gingerbread and used their measuramgl listening skills to follow the
instructions.

Paintings by Jessica
and Shaurya.

A theatre company visited
us to bring the Gingerbread
man story to life.
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The children enjoyed joining in with the ston

Whilst learning about the story Jack and the Beans| |
the children all planted a bean seed. We hg \§
continued to care for some of the bean stalks at sch
The children have helped to water the plants and th
are nearly ready to be planted in our garden




We love books!

The children have been learning about keeping healthy. This has included learnit
about healthy foods, the importance of exercig@od sleep patterns and brushing
our teeth.

The children tasted some
different fruits and talked about
the flavour and texture of them.

The lemon is
sour.

We have been learning about the differgobs that people do to help others. During th
topic we invited some special visitors into Nursery to meet the children. This inclufjled;
the school welfare assistant, the school site manager, a communlty nurse, firefighter|jland
local police officers SN

Bumblebees Nursery pretended to be
firefighters. They dressed up and used the
water hose in our garden.

Ladybirds Nursery had
visit from our local
firefighters. They showeg
the children their uniform
and fire engine.




The children
engaged
confidently in the
Little City role
play experience.
They played
cooperatively and
demonstrated
language skills
and imagination.
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The children
have been tuning
in to the initial
sounds in words.
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The children have been working hard to develop their fine motor strength. This incly

regular dough gym, hand to eye coordination activities, mark making, drawing and ¢
letter formation. Here are some examples of great name writing in Nursery.
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In Reception, the children have kept busy throughout the Spring Term participatiy
many new learning experiences. The topics of buildings and traditional stories have
themselves to some haneds experiences.

Prior to the visit the children designed and made their own buildings using recyclab
materials. They also used tifeéadto draw their ideal building.

An exciting visit to Bekonscc
was enjoyed by all. The
coach journey, the model
buildings, the workshop
FOGAYy 3 2dzi (K
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lunch was so exciting.
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themselves into experiencing different jobkhis provided the children with lots of fun

using their imagination and engaging in role play. The children had the opportunitie
be a hairdresser, a shop keeper, a vet and a worker in the emergency services to n
few. So many play opportunities thoose!

The children had so

much fun and were able
to explore according to
their own interests.
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The love of reading is promoted throughout the day across Reception. The children
enjoy looking at books as soon as they enter the classroom each day. They enjoy §
and looking at books together as well as during a quiet time where they can sit by
themselves and become absorbed. Also, the children hear an adult read at least on
book every day and talk enthusiastically about their favourite parts of the story, crea
pieces of artwork or write about the story. The children enjoy reading with an adult ¢
sharing a book and talking about what they can see.

The children love to be
engaged with a book
whether that be with
someone else or by
themselves.
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stamina for writing and are writing longer pieces of work. The children have made Iq
progress and are now able to write in lots of different genres and write ajtlerDuring
English in Spring term children were asked to write stories based on Owl Babies
children used descriptive language, remembering correct punctuation to describe
owls and have a clear beginning, middle and end.

Friday 27th February 2026 Sl ‘ " I T r€b) "
LI: To publish an acrostic poem,// ourte | | V4 /

p |
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Year 1 have continued to identify the difference between fiction and-incion writing.
After their story writing, they moved on to writing acrostic poems about Spring using
their Science learning to help them.

The children learnt how to lay out a poem and what information to include. Finally,
term, the children have begun writing letters to the Natural History Museum to say
thank you for inviting them to go and visit.

In their Science lessons this term, children have been learning about different seast
They learned about Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. They identified the
differences between them and what clothes they would need to wear for each one.
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Why Do We Have Day

Sun

1. Can you explain why we have daytime and night-time?

In Geography they have been learning about the UK and identifying key locations g
landmarks and what they know about them. In History we have looked at the history
spacetravel and the space race between the USA and USSR.
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We also really enjoyed our World
Book Day activities, including
making our own-shirts about our
favourite books.

WB: Monday 2™ March 2026
LI: To learn about maps and atlases

: 9 L)
Gaography Qui~ 1 %‘“@T
Use the atlases to find out the following - \6 \S

<

1. What are the four parts of the United Kingdom

= ]

2. Name the capital cities of the 4 places

3. The names of at least 3 bodies of water around the coastline of the
United Kingdom

AtlantiC
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4. The names of at least 3 rivers in the United Kingdom




This term, for Art, we have spent some time learning about a range of artists that y|se a
common theme. Using painting and collage to create texture, we explored artists sujjh as
Sigmar Polke, Henri Rousseau and Jackson Pollock, who all use this stylat¢o||fre

artwork.

First, we experimented with different types of textures and materials. We then went|{in
to create an animal artwork inspired by Henri Rousseau. To achieve this, we had to
consider the theme in his artwork (the jungle / rainforest) before considering what
animals we might find in the jungle.
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In DT, we have been learning about moving mechanisms to create our own m{jving
monsters. The children spent time thinking about and investigating how objects nfjpve.
We explored which mechanisms used levers and which used a linkage systen]ll Th
children usel a design brief to create the moving monster design, thinking about |jhe

moving mechanism they would use. They created prototypes of the mechanisms |Jlsing
paper to help them make their design decision.

Design | - Favourite design survey
Design Design 2
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In Music, we created our own soundscapes by thinking about the sounds that we m
hear at the seaside, countryside and in the city of London. The children worked in
groups to compose a piece of music that takes them on a journey through Britain af
the four nations, from the seaside to the countryside and finally to the city of Londor
They had to ensure that each section was short but included them playing their
instruments using their voices and creating body percussion sounds.
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Handwriting
Use correct letter
formation for lower
case letters

Spelling
Apply Phase 5
phonics to
spellings.

Punctuation
Demarcate capital
letters and full
stops accurately

€iY 4 Purpose

A Sl

and Audience

| To write as a narrative
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>
\
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Language Features:
To apply consistent

By Vanessa 2C

Structural Feature
Use a beginning,
middle and end
to a narrative.

Language Features
Apply conjunctions

Language
Features
Apply
expanded
noun phrases
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Handwriting: Ao write as a narrative.
Use correct letter 1 Structural Feature
¢ " N e ————
formation for lower e Use a beginning,
case letters. = i
P \. middle and end
\ s to a narrative,
. "\\ \l
Spelling; \ \
Apply Phase 5 { J Language Features
- . .
phonics to < o 5 Apply conjunctions
spellings .
s o Language
Punctuation: Features:
Demarcate capital Apply
etters and full
stops accurately

expanded

By Naomi 2C
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L.I: To identify some key features of India

By Clare 2G

By

We have been working very hard on our writing this Hafm. We have written a
fiction piece of writing based upon the Class TeRhythm of the Rain.

We have also delved into ndiction writing with some Fact Files and Information Tex
about Indiag our place of study this term
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Continuing with our Geography unit. We have been identifying how our local settlen
has changed over time. We discovered some interesting facts about Hounslow. Did

know that Hounslow is where the first international commercial flights began in 191
We also discovered that 150 years ago, Hounslow only had one school.

We looked at maps and a variety of other geographical sources, such as old Censu
recordings, pictures and data collected from the past, to help us understand just ho

much and why Hounslow has changed over the years.
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Hounslow Council House opened 1905 on Treaty Roaded in 1875 & was demolishe
in 198. The Treaty centre opened in 1987.
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and red, white, and blue sentences.

The children have created sentence trains and then repeated this activity to improve [|peir
aSyiSyoSa SIOK (AYS®P ¢KSe& KI @S LI NI A Offfz |
the skills they have learned are now beginning to be embedded in their inobwe
writing.

. This half term, we have been studying plants as our topid}lin
=== 508 /.,\\ science. The children were given a map and went out into [jpe
e playground to identify areas that could be made more €q|p
e Triendly. Once this was completed, they wrote a letter to Njf
Norton to try topersuade him to make these improvement
This is an example of a letter that a student wrote.

Alexandra Primary School
Denbigh Road
Hounslow, TW3

Dear Mr Norton,

| am writing to you because | would like to persuade you to make our playground Bd|p
friendlier, as | consider it not eegoiendly enough. For example, littering has increasgq
instead of decreasing, and this has a negative impact on insects. We couldigirn t
negative playground into a more positive and doendly environment.

Please may we have your permission to work on our playground to encourage majrg
insects and wildlife?

Yours sincerely,
Darius




In Computing, Year 3 have been exploring computer systems and networks. We be(jan b
identifying basic input and output devices and understanding how they enab|ll a

computer to follow instructions. The children then learned about the key compond|pts
inside acomputer and their functions. Building on this knowledge, the children were §jple

to design and create their own algorithms.




In Art, this term we explored the artist Zheng Xie ( , 16931765). He is famous for hi
drawings of bamboo, orchids, and rocks, his artwork is often thought to have been
inspiration behindthé® A £ £ 2 ¢  Likie hain® gk ritdthe distinctive blue and whit
pattern found on many pieces of crockery (made in England during th&€8atury). The
children imitated his style of art in preparation to create their own willow patterns plat

In DT this half term we have been planning, preparing 3

cooking a Chinese meal, the children looked at what make
healthy diet and enjoyed a food testing session to decide
which food we would like to use in their meal (as you can ¢

before putting it forward in their recipe. They took part in t
food preparation and cooking stages and enjoyed tast
dishes. :

he




China day 2026
In Year 4, children had the opportunity to participate in our own Chinese Day.
children took part in various activities; to practise new skills and draw on their
knowledge. The first activity was creating pottery out of clay. We later painted th
taking inspiration from Chinese ceramics and the willow pattern story. We learnt ho
form Chinese numbers and words through the skill of calligraphy. For their final act
they were able to recreate a Chinese painting using water colours. In thenafter we
watched two different types of traditional Chinese dancing. Including fan dancing w
we then recreated in groups. The children thoroughly enjoyed China Day and were
to reflect on the different activities they had tried.
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English in Year 4

This half term the children created their own stories based on other cultures. The
children used a variety of stylistic devices to embellish their writing. Here are some
excerpts from some of our stories:

One Saturday morning, Sahra was making her way to the airport. Sahra is normal
jubilant girl but today she was fearful. At the colossal airport, she asked the man whg
the plane was and the aeroplane looked rather clinical. When she made it to thegla
4KS RSOARSR (2 gNRGS | &adGd2NB |a (0KAaA
F2NJ F LI LISNI FYR LISY YR FFOGSNI I 6KAES
clearly tired of the neveeending journey.

When she made it to Somalia, she met her cousin and her aunty. Somalia was a
RSASNI® hy GKS gl e G2 GKS K2dzaSs akKks

l dzyie Q& OF NJ 61 & fdzEdzNA2dzas fA1S az2v$Si
roaming everywhere.

Everyone in Somalia was speaking so fast so Sahra struggled to understand v
everyone was saying, Also, the heatwave made her want to put the air conditioning
and be stress free.

Rayyan 4P

Feeling quite rattled, Trisha fiddled with her buttons with one hand as the oth
dragged her adorable panda suitcase. Suddenly, the sun threw its rays at Trisha
dodgeball. She tried to shield her eyes from the heat as she rummaged for
sunglassesA moment later, Trisha saw a miniscule otto in the shade of banana. Th
I FAIdzNBE gSIENAY3I | LI TS NBR wdzNIF | LI
Trisha thought as she climbed into the otto.

As they floated along the riverlike road, Trisha inhaled the moutiwatering scent of
AREA FYR &FYOFENY ! 3IAIFYIAO Idzald 2F ¢

Saisha 4H

Feeling rattled, Mohammad kept on biting the sleeves of his cashmere shirt. The s
rays reached the city of Jeddah. Before long, Mohammad heard a honk of alicaas
a tall, robust man wearing traditional clothing from Saudi Arabi#. was his uncle
Usman.

He greeted to Mohammad " (hello) , ( what is your name?) "
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rode it he could see lots of camels astray on the black tarmac road that was leasing
across the country like a black cat that stretched from Jeddah to Riyadh.

Ibrahim 4H

Four weeks ago, a helpful, gentle and generous boy called Praneet went to India. H
from Hounslow, England and lives in a scarlet red and pearl white house. In the
underground Metro, Praneet and his grandparents (Shobana and Kushal) sat

peacefully. Praeet questioned Shobana, "Where are we?" Shobana responded, "W
are in Mumbai, India."” They sat in the Metro until 12 at night. He was visiting his

grandparents for four weeks. Suddenly, he felt tied and blue. He shut his eyes'. He
woken up suddenly beause they had arrived. He rushed inside and fell asleep on thg
couch.

The next day, Praneet moaned, "I hate mosquitos'." He brushed his teeth and went
down to eat breakfast. He saw the food and ate it but spit it out polity because he
didn't like it. He drank his chai(tea). When he went outside, he saw his kaki (cousin
called Mehali. She asked Praneet, "Do you want to play cricket?" Praneet replied,"
(yes)." They played for a while until Kushal told them we are going to the Gate Way
India. "Wicked!" exclaimed Mehali. "What the heck is the Gate Way of India?"
guestionedPraneet. Shobana replied stepping outside, "You'll see."He didn't want t(
comebut he came along. He wanted to watch the cricket match.

Praneet 4S

Homework inYear 4
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WORLD BOOK DAY:

For World Book Day, the children designed theshirts in the style of the front cover
related to their favorite book. It was great to see so much creativity and children
showing a keenness for reading. The children also engaged well in the activity whe
they read out a picture book using intonation and expression! Throughout the schoc
S GSNB gNARUGAY3I 2dz2NJ OSNE 26y &ai02NEB | 0
group was able to write a different section of the story and the children sharec&som
wonderful ideas.
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A Geography Casstudy byAdam %
The Valdivia Earthquake

What happened?

The Valdivia earthquake and tsunami (also known as the Great Chilean earthquaksg
occurred on 22 May 1960. Most studies have claimed that it is the strongest earthq
ever recorded.

Where was it?
It was near to the city Valdikia in southern Chile on the west coast of South America
What happened?

A huge 9.5 Magnitude earthquake Struck Southern Chile.

'*;_:f

It caused massive ground shaking, buildings CollapsigZ
landslides and flooding and a giant tsunami that spreg
across the Pacific Ocean.

The tsunami reached places as far as Hawaii, Japan ;
New Zealand.

Around 10006000 people died, and about 2 million people were left homeless.

How long did it last? The Strongest Shaking lasted about 10 minutes, which is extre
long for an earthquake.

Has it happened since?

Earthquakes still happen in Chile because the
Nazca plate is moving under the South

American plate.

However, no earthquake since has bestronger
than the 1960 Valdinia Earthquake.

ANTARCTIC PLATE

SCOTIA PLATE
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A science investigation by Jishna 5R
Non-Newtonian Fluids

Aim: To investigate the properties of a ndfewtonian fluid (Oobleck)
Key question: Can applied force impact the properties of a liquid?

Predictiont | predict that if we apply pressure to a ndlewtonian fluid, it will still be al
liquid. | think this because if | squeeze my water bottle, the pressure pushes the v
out, but it is still a liquid. 1 think heating or cooling a liquid could chargpriiperties
but not pressure.

Materials/ equipment needed:

800ml Oobleck

A measuring jug

4 identical containers
Camera

Variable that | will changetypes of pressure: punch, squeeze and roll.

Variables that must stay the samdhe location, containers, Oobleck batch and meast
of Oobleck must stay the same.

Method:

1. Using the measuring jug, pour 200ml into each of the 4 identical containers and I
them 1, 2, 3and 4. 1, 2 and 3 will have pressure applied. 4 will be a control for
comparison.

2. Punch/ tap the surface of the fluid in container 1 quickly and firmly

3. Squeeze the liquid in container 2 firmly.

4. Scoop up fluid from container 3 and roll between your hands to form a ball.

5. Observe how the fluid reacts to the types of pressure (does it still flow? Does it st
take the shape of the container?

6. Compare the outcomes with the control container.

Resultsh20f SOl Ay O2yiFAYySNA MXZ HE YR o
pressure was applied but did when the pressure was taken away. The control staye
same throughout

Conclusion:My prediction was incorrect because the properties of Oobleck did chg
when we applied pressure. | think it is because of the viscosity though as Oobleck |
viscous, but water is not.
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The opening to a Viking saga written by Mario Antoci 5C
Erik and the Curse of Oxgard

Erik was his name. Just like any other-igar-old boy in his village, he lived with his famil
his Viking family. Yes, that's right, Erik was a Viking! He was born in the shadow ¢
mountains, next to Norway's famous fjords.

Oxgard, the village where he lived with his family and ten others was usually abundan{
everything they needed to survive. However, on one bitterly cold day in the year of 793A[
stopped being the case. A different shadow now cloaked the Oxgareeery morning, Erik
was awoken by sobs of anguished mothers who found theirlfiosh child dead in their beds!
Rumours started; was it a curse like the village elders said? Panic had gripped the villa
AK2gSR y2 aiadya 2F tSGaAy3a 32X

la GKS StRSaid azy 2F GKS 2FNI X W{AIdNR I
g 1Ay dzlJ GKS ySEG RFE&d { dzNBf ez | & KRS AKN
he died yet? Whatever the reason was, Erik was gia@as hs plan to die in battle (like many
of his ancestors did) earning him a place in Valhalla. He had no intentions of dying in
| 26 SOSNE a4 GUKS adzy NrasS SIFOK RF&xX 9NK|
angry.

They were angry at the jarl, angry that it should be their child to die and not Erik and, ar
aiAftt OGKFG GKS 21 NI Qa RSOA&A2Y G2 NI AR
be cursed. As the weeks went by and more children diedptdwple stopped trusting the jarl,
His once loyal warriors turned on him, banishing him and his family to the mountains. Te
AaKFYS NIy R2gy KAa Y20KSNRa FIL0S | a GKS
there, only he could save the dayemould find a way of breaking the curse.

Mario Antoci 5C

A recount of a Viking raid by Aarohi Auja 5S

Dear Diary,

Today was the most amazing day | have ever experienced!
We travelled in a longboat to England to loot monasteries. Before, we only raided other b
but today, we went where no Viking had ever gone befbiedisfarne.

It was the first time | was old enough to be allowed to go on a raid. | felt so grown up and
proud to sit beside my three older brothers, in the galley, manning the oars. | was nervous
about the journey but excited too!
When we arrived, we sailed out of the mists and were ashore before those monks knew w
was happening. As soon as we saw the land ahead, | felt like everything would stad over
fresh start. We got our weapons ready. Lifting our axes high, we chardgddould barely |
could keep up with my brothers. The raid was easy for us because the monks living there
peaceful men and did not fight. Even | managed two slay two of the monks. Their deaths {
not bother me as we Vikings love gold. What is so ingrd about Christianity anyway?
Everyone knows Odin is the most powerful.

Happy with our treasure, we started our voyage home. The journey in the longboat was s
tiring. My hand was bleeding and full of bruises, but when we arrived home, | knew it was
worth it. Tonight, my village will celebrate, and | will remember thisfdagver.

Aarohi Auja5S
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This term, Year 6 have made so much progress both inside and outside the classrg
few weeks ago, the atmosphere in the year group was electric as children discoversg
their new schools for September and we are excited to make our final term at APS
best yet!

DT¢ Bomb Shelters and Stixx Workshop
Throughout the Spring Term, the children having been learning about structures an
what makes a stable and secure one. We started off looking at why shelters were 9
important during the Second World War and explored in greater detail the different
typesthat were available to the population of Britain and where they could be found

The children then useCAD (computer aided design) to
design their Anderson shelter.

SN c Sy22eSR GKS W{GAEEJ
special machine andewspaper sheets to create newspape
rods. The rods were then tied with cable ties to create a

structure. The structures were based on Anderson shelter

from World War2. It was great to see team work and the
children put their engineering and D.T skills into practice. ||
was also interesting for the children to hear about
engineering in real life such as when building motorways
bridges. Below are some examples of teldren working
together and the structures created:
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Dance

This term, children have surprised themselves and their teachers with their enthusig
for World War Tw& big band music and the jive! Children were taught some steps i
a routine that they had to perform in pairs and then in small grotinas the children
choreographedThey had to include mirror, canon and unison within their group. Wjg
were very impressed witthe footwork and creativityand enjoyed watching the
performances.
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World Book Day Activities

This year, Year 6 celebrated their final World Book Day at APS by becoming walkin
talking book covers! Children decorategdhirts with their favourite book covers and
told their classmates why they chose the book. They also enjoyed reading about n¢
books during a book tasting and voted for their favourite book that they are excited
read as a class. In addition to this, children enjoyed being creative and writing all a
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Writing
This term, children have had lots of exciting writing opportunities that linked with
topics of World War One and Two. Here is a range of writing from across the year ¢
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Mehali 6C

Ashwarya 6B




