
 

The Alexandra Times 

 

Hello Parents, Carers and Children,  
 

Celebrating Learning Across the School 
 

Over the course of this term, our children have been incredibly busy, engaged in a wide range of 
meaningful learning experiences that reflect the richness of our curriculum and the enthusiasm they bring 
to school each day. From storytelling and theatre workshops to scientific investigations, creative writing 
and educational visits, it has been wonderful to see children developing their knowledge, confidence and 
curiosity across all year groups. 
 

One of the highlights this term has been the continued focus on reading and storytelling. During National 
Storytelling Week and World Book Day, children explored stories, created their own book designs and 
shared their love of reading with one another. These experiences are helping to build vocabulary, 
imagination and a lifelong enjoyment of books τ something we are particularly proud to champion as 
part of the National Year of Reading 2026. 
 

Our youngest learners in Nursery and Reception have been developing early communication, creativity 
and independence through imaginative play, storytelling and hands-on learning. Children have acted out 
traditional tales, explored rhyming words and created their own buildings and castles using a range of 
materials, demonstrating both teamwork and problem-solving skills. 
 

Across Key Stage 1, children have been developing strong foundations in Literacy, Mathematics and 
Science. They have written poems about the seasons, explored materials and experimented with numbers 
using practical resources. These activities are helping children to think carefully, explain their reasoning 
and build confidence in their learning. 
 

In Key Stage 2, learning has been brought to life through memorable experiences and real-world 
connections. Children have taken part in workshops, visits and investigations that deepen understanding 
and spark curiosity. For example: 
 

Year 3 explored Ancient Egyptian life through an interactive theatre workshop, allowing children to step 
into history and learn through drama and role-play. 
Year 4 investigated the water cycle through practical science experiments and cultural learning 
experiences such as Chinese language and art activities. 
Year 5 visited the Thames to develop their geographical knowledge of rivers, flooding and environmental 
change through real fieldwork. 
Year 6 visited the Houses of Parliament, where they learned about democracy and asked thoughtful 
questions of their local Members of Parliament. 
 

These experiences help children to see how their learning connects to the wider world and develop the 
confidence to ask questions, think critically and work collaboratively. 
 

We are also incredibly proud of the way children continue to demonstrate resilience, creativity and 
teamwork τ whether designing moving mechanisms, creating artwork inspired by history, learning new 
musical skills such as the ukulele, or working together to solve challenges. 
 

Most importantly, what stands out is the enthusiasm our children show every day τ their willingness to 
try new things, support one another and take pride in their achievements. This is what truly brings 
learning to life and reflects our shared commitment to ensuring every child thrives.  Together, we will 
continue embedding excellence and empowering learners. 
Mr. Norton  

 



Spring Term 2026 

Nursery 
Spring term in Nursery has been full of exciting learning opportunities and first-hand 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ hǳǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ΨǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŀƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎΦΩ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

these topics the children have developed their skills and knowledge across the 

curriculum.  

  

 

  

  

Paintings by Jessica 
and Shaurya.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children enjoyed learning about the story of The Gingerbread Man. The children 

baked gingerbread and used their measuring and listening skills to follow the 

instructions.  

 

A theatre company visited 

us to bring the Gingerbread 

man story to life.   

Whilst learning about the story Jack and the Beanstalk 

the children all planted a bean seed. We have 

continued to care for some of the bean stalks at school. 

The children have helped to water the plants and they 

are nearly ready to be planted in our garden.  

άwǳƴΣ Ǌǳƴ ŀǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎŀǘŎƘ 

ƳŜΣ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƴƎŜǊōǊŜŀŘ ƳŀƴΦέ 

The children enjoyed joining in with the story. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been learning about the different jobs that people do to help others. During this 

topic we invited some special visitors into Nursery to meet the children. This included; 

the school welfare assistant, the school site manager, a community nurse, firefighters and 

local police officers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have been learning about keeping healthy. This has included learning 

about healthy foods, the importance of exercise, good sleep patterns and brushing 

our teeth.  

The children tasted some 

different fruits and talked about 

the flavour and texture of them.  

Bumblebees Nursery pretended to be 

firefighters. They dressed up and used the 

water hose in our garden.  

Ladybirds Nursery had a 

visit from our local 

firefighters. They showed 

the children their uniform 

and fire engine.   

We love books! 

The lemon is 

sour.  



                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ΨtŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ IŜƭǇ ǳǎΩ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ  

 

The children have been working hard to develop their fine motor strength. This includes 

regular dough gym, hand to eye coordination activities, mark making, drawing and some 

letter formation. Here are some examples of great name writing in Nursery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children 

engaged 

confidently in the 

Little City role 

play experience. 

They played 

cooperatively and 

demonstrated 

language skills 

and imagination.   

άǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƛƎŜǊέ 

The children 

have been tuning 

in to the initial 

sounds in words.  

/ƻƭƻǳǊ ƳƛȄƛƴƎΦ άǊŜŘ 

and yellow makes 

ƻǊŀƴƎŜέ 

Mysha Nabiha Sara 



 

Reception             
In Reception, the children have kept busy throughout the Spring Term participating in 

many new learning experiences. The topics of buildings and traditional stories have leant 

themselves to some hands-on experiences. 

      

Prior to the visit the children designed and made their own buildings using recyclable 

materials. They also used the iPad to draw their ideal building. 

 

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An exciting visit to Bekonscot 

was enjoyed by all. The 

coach journey, the  model 

buildings, the workshop 

ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ Ψhƛ DŜǘ 

hŦŦ hǳǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ 

lunch was so exciting. 



 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ[ƛǘǘƭŜ /ƛǘȅΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǊƻƭŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŜǊǎŜŘ 

themselves into experiencing different jobs. This provided the children with lots of fun 

using their imagination and engaging in role play. The children had the opportunities to 

be a hairdresser, a shop keeper, a vet and a worker in the emergency services to name a 

few. So many play opportunities to choose! 

      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children had so 

much fun and were able 

to explore according to 

their own interests. 



 

The love of reading is promoted throughout the day across Reception. The children 

enjoy looking at books as soon as they enter the classroom each day. They enjoy sharing 

and looking at books together as well as during a quiet time where they can sit by 

themselves and become absorbed. Also, the children hear an adult read at least one 

book every day and talk enthusiastically about their favourite parts of the story, create 

pieces of artwork or write about the story. The children enjoy reading with an adult or 

sharing a book and talking about what they can see. 

 

      

                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 
 

The children love to be 

engaged with a book 

whether that be with 

someone else or by 

themselves. 



 

Year 1 
 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ŜŀǊ мΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 

stamina for writing and are writing longer pieces of work. The children have made lots of 

progress and are now able to write in lots of different genres and write at length. During 

English in Spring term children were asked to write stories based on Owl Babies. The 

children used descriptive language, remembering correct punctuation to describe the 

owls and have a clear beginning, middle and end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 have continued to identify the difference between fiction and non-fiction writing. 

After their story writing, they moved on to writing acrostic poems about Spring using 

their Science learning to help them.  

The children learnt how to lay out a poem and what information to include. Finally, this 

term, the children have begun writing letters to the Natural History Museum to say 

thank you for inviting them to go and visit. 

 

In their Science lessons this term, children have been learning about different seasons. 

They learned about Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. They identified the 

differences between them and what clothes they would need to wear for each one. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Geography they have been learning about the UK and identifying key locations and 

landmarks and what they know about them. In History we have looked at the history of 

space travel and the space race between the USA and USSR.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also really enjoyed our World 

Book Day activities, including 

making our own t-shirts about our 

favourite books. 

 

 

 



Year 2 
This term, for Art, we have spent some time learning about a range of artists that use a 

common theme. Using painting and collage to create texture, we explored artists such as 

Sigmar Polke, Henri Rousseau and Jackson Pollock, who all use this style to create 

artwork. 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, we experimented with different types of textures and materials. We then went on 

to create an animal artwork inspired by Henri Rousseau. To achieve this, we had to 

consider the theme in his artwork (the jungle / rainforest) before considering what 

animals we might find in the jungle. 

          

 

 



                         

In DT, we have been learning about moving mechanisms to create our own moving 

monsters.   The children spent time thinking about and investigating how objects move.  

We explored which mechanisms used levers and which used a linkage system. The 

children used a design brief to create the moving monster design, thinking about the 

moving mechanism they would use.  They created prototypes of the mechanisms using 

paper to help them make their design decision. 

  

       

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Music, we created our own soundscapes by thinking about the sounds that we might 

hear at the seaside, countryside and in the city of London. The children worked in 

groups to compose a piece of music that takes them on a journey through Britain and 

the four nations, from the seaside to the countryside and finally to the city of London. 

They had to ensure that each section was short but included them playing their 

instruments, using their voices and creating body percussion sounds. 

 



 

By Vanessa 2C 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Naomi 2C 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

By Andy 2M 

 

 

 

 

 



 

L.I: To identify some key features of India 

By Clare 2G 

 

 

By  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been working very hard on our writing this Half-Term. We have written a 

fiction piece of writing based upon the Class Text ς Rhythm of the Rain. 

 

We have also delved into non-fiction writing with some Fact Files and Information Texts 

about India ς our place of study this term. 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Clare 2G 

 
 
 



Year 3  
Continuing with our Geography unit. We have been identifying how our local settlement 

has changed over time. We discovered some interesting facts about Hounslow. Did you 

know that Hounslow is where the first international commercial flights began in 1919? 

We also discovered that 150 years ago, Hounslow only had one school.  

We looked at maps and a variety of other geographical sources, such as old Census 

recordings, pictures and data collected from the past, to help us understand just how 

much and why Hounslow has changed over the years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hounslow Council House opened 1905 on Treaty Road, closed in 1875 & was demolished 

in 1985.  The Treaty centre opened in 1987.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 



 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƭŦ ǘŜǊƳ ¸ŜŀǊ оΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ²ǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ƻƻƭōƻȄΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά²-ǎǘŀǊǘέ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ 
and red, white, and blue sentences. 

The children have created sentence trains and then repeated this activity to improve their 
ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ²ǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ƻƻƭōƻȄΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
the skills they have learned are now beginning to be embedded in their independent 
writing.                  

This half term, we have been studying plants as our topic in 
science. The children were given a map and went out into the 
playground to identify areas that could be made more eco-
friendly. Once this was completed, they wrote a letter to Mr 
Norton to try to persuade him to make these improvements. 
This is an example of a letter that a student wrote. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                            Alexandra Primary School 

                                                                                           Denbigh Road                    

                                                                                          Hounslow, TW3                            

 Dear Mr Norton, 

I am writing to you because I would like to persuade you to make our playground eco-
friendlier, as I consider it not eco-friendly enough. For example, littering has increased 
instead of decreasing, and this has a negative impact on insects. We could turn this 
negative playground into a more positive and eco-friendly environment.                                                                                                                          

Please may we have your permission to work on our playground to encourage more 
insects and wildlife?                                                                                                           

Yours sincerely, 
Darius 

 

 



 

In Computing, Year 3 have been exploring computer systems and networks. We began by 
identifying basic input and output devices and understanding how they enable a 
computer to follow instructions. The children then learned about the key components 
inside a computer and their functions. Building on this knowledge, the children were able 

to design and create their own algorithms. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 4 
In Art, this term we explored the artist Zheng Xie ( , 1693-1765).  He is famous for his 

drawings of bamboo, orchids, and rocks, his artwork is often thought to have been the 

inspiration behind the Ψ²ƛƭƭƻǿ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎΩ - the name given to the distinctive blue and white 

pattern found on many pieces of crockery (made in England during the 18th Century). The 

children imitated his style of art in preparation to create their own willow patterns plates. 

                                                  

In DT this half term we have been planning, preparing and 
cooking a Chinese meal, the children looked at what makes a 
healthy diet and enjoyed a food testing session to decide on 
which food we would like to use in their meal (as you can see 
some food went down better than others). They used this 
knowledge to decide whether it was a staple of a Chinese diet 
before putting it forward in their recipe.  They took part in the 
food preparation and cooking stages and enjoyed tasting 

dishes. 

 



 

China day 2026  

 In Year 4, children had the opportunity to participate in our own Chinese Day. The 

children took part in various activities; to practise new skills and draw on their prior 

knowledge. The first activity was creating pottery out of clay. We later painted them 

taking inspiration from Chinese ceramics and the willow pattern story. We learnt how to 

form Chinese numbers and words through the skill of calligraphy. For their final activity, 

they were able to recreate a Chinese painting using water colours. In the afternoon, we 

watched two different types of traditional Chinese dancing. Including fan dancing which 

we then recreated in groups. The children thoroughly enjoyed China Day and were able 

to reflect on the different activities they had tried.  

 



 

English in Year 4 

This half term the children created their own stories based on other cultures. The 

children used a variety of stylistic devices to embellish their writing. Here are some 

excerpts from some of our stories: 

 

One Saturday morning, Sahra was making her way to the airport. Sahra is normally a 

jubilant girl but today she was fearful. At the colossal airport, she asked the man where 

the plane was and the aeroplane looked rather clinical. When she made it to the plane, 

ǎƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ŀƘǊŀΩǎ ƘƻōōƛŜǎΦ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴǘ 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘΣ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΚέ {ŀƘǊŀ ǿŀǎ 

clearly tired of the never-ending journey. 

When she made it to Somalia, she met her cousin and her aunty.  Somalia was a vast 

ŘŜǎŜǊǘΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀǿ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳƴȅ Ƙǳǘǎ ǘƻƻΦ {ŀƘǊŀΩǎ 

ŀǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƭǳȄǳǊƛƻǳǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƳŜƭǎ 

roaming everywhere.  

Everyone in Somalia was speaking so fast so Sahra struggled to understand what 

everyone was saying, Also, the heatwave made her want to put the air conditioning on 

and be stress free.    

 Rayyan 4P  

 

Feeling quite rattled, Trisha fiddled with her buttons with one hand as the other 

dragged her adorable panda suitcase. Suddenly, the sun threw its rays at Trisha like 

dodgeball. She tried to shield her eyes from the heat as she rummaged for her 

sunglasses. A moment later, Trisha saw a miniscule otto in the shade of banana. Then, 

ŀ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀƭŜ ǊŜŘ wǳǊǘŀ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΦ ά²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻǊ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΚέ 

Trisha thought as she climbed into the otto. 

As they floated along the river- like road, Trisha inhaled the mouth-watering scent of 

ƛŘƭƛ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƳōŀǊΦ ! ƎƛƎŀƴǘƛŎ Ǝǳǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŘ ǎƭŀǇǇŜŘ ¢ǊƛǎƘŀΩǎ ǎƻŦǘΣ ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜ ŦŀŎŜΦ  

Saisha 4H 

 

Feeling rattled, Mohammad kept on biting the sleeves of his cashmere shirt. The sun's 

rays reached the city of Jeddah. Before long, Mohammad heard a honk of a car. It was 

a tall, robust man wearing traditional clothing from Saudi Arabia. It was his uncle 

Usman.  

He greeted to Mohammad ''   (hello) ,   ( what is your name?) '' 



 

έ 9Ǌ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘΚέ IŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΦ ά  ( nice to meet you 

aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘύΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ƴƻǿΚέ Iƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ άǎǳǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ Ηέ IŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ά 

 н όƻƪŀȅ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ ύέ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ Σ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ Ƴƛƴǘ ƎǊŜŜƴ [ǳŎƛŘ ŎŀǊΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ 

rode it he could see lots of camels astray on the black tarmac road that was leasing 

across the country like a black cat that stretched from Jeddah to Riyadh. 

Ibrahim 4H 

 

Four weeks ago, a helpful, gentle and generous boy called Praneet went to India. He is 

from Hounslow, England and lives in a scarlet red and pearl white house. In the 

underground Metro, Praneet and his grandparents (Shobana and Kushal) sat 

peacefully. Praneet questioned Shobana, "Where are we?" Shobana responded, "We 

are in Mumbai, India." They sat in the Metro until 12 at night. He was visiting his 

grandparents for four weeks. Suddenly, he felt tied and blue. He shut his eyes'. He was 

woken up suddenly because they had arrived. He rushed inside and fell asleep on the 

couch. 

The next day, Praneet moaned, "I hate mosquitos'." He brushed his teeth and went 

down to eat breakfast. He saw the food and ate it but spit it out polity because he 

didn't like it. He drank his chai(tea). When he went outside, he saw his kaki (cousin) 

called Mehali. She asked Praneet, "Do you want to play cricket?" Praneet replied," Ha 

(yes)." They played for a while until Kushal told them we are going to the Gate Way of 

India. "Wicked!" exclaimed Mehali. "What the heck is the Gate Way of India?" 

questioned Praneet. Shobana replied stepping outside, "You'll see."He didn't want to 

come but he came along. He wanted to watch the cricket match. 

Praneet 4S 

 

Homework in Year 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WORLD BOOK DAY:  

For World Book Day, the children designed their T-shirts in the style of the front cover 

related to their favorite book.  It was great to see so much creativity and children 

showing a keenness for reading. The children also engaged well in the activity where 

they read out a picture book using intonation and expression! Throughout the school 

ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ !ƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ 

group was able to write a different section of the story and the children shared some 

wonderful ideas. 

 

 

 



 

Year 5 
A Geography Case-study by Adam 5C 

The Valdivia Earthquake 

What happened? 

The Valdivia earthquake and tsunami (also known as the Great Chilean earthquake) 

occurred on 22 May 1960. Most studies have claimed that it is the strongest earthquake 

ever recorded. 

Where was it? 

It was near to the city Valdikia in southern Chile on the west coast of South America. 

What happened? 

A huge 9.5 Magnitude earthquake Struck Southern Chile. 

It caused massive ground shaking, buildings Collapsing 

landslides and flooding and a giant tsunami that spread 

across the Pacific Ocean. 

The tsunami reached places as far as Hawaii, Japan and 

New Zealand. 

Around 1000-6000 people died, and about 2 million people were left homeless. 

How long did it last? The Strongest Shaking lasted about 10 minutes, which is extremely 

long for an earthquake. 

Has it happened since? 

Earthquakes still happen in Chile because the 

Nazca plate is moving under the South 

American plate. 

However, no earthquake since has been stronger 
than the 1960 Valdinia Earthquake. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
A science investigation by Jishna 5R 
 

Non-Newtonian Fluids 
 
Aim: To investigate the properties of a non-Newtonian fluid (Oobleck) 
Key question: Can applied force impact the properties of a liquid? 
 
Prediction:  I predict that if we apply pressure to a non-Newtonian fluid, it will still be a 
liquid. I think this because if I squeeze my water bottle, the pressure pushes the water 
out, but it is still a liquid.  I think heating or cooling a liquid could change its properties 
but not pressure. 
 
Materials/ equipment needed: 
 
800ml Oobleck 
A measuring jug 
4 identical containers 
Camera 
 
Variable that I will change: types of pressure: punch, squeeze and roll. 
 
Variables that must stay the same: the location, containers, Oobleck batch and measure 
of Oobleck must stay the same.  
 
Method: 
1. Using the measuring jug, pour 200ml into each of the 4 identical containers and label 
them 1, 2, 3 and 4. 1, 2 and 3 will have pressure applied. 4 will be a control for 
comparison. 
2. Punch/ tap the surface of the fluid in container 1 quickly and firmly 
3. Squeeze the liquid in container 2 firmly. 
4. Scoop up fluid from container 3 and roll between your hands to form a ball. 
5. Observe how the fluid reacts to the types of pressure (does it still flow? Does it still 
take the shape of the container? 
6. Compare the outcomes with the control container. 
 
Results: hƻōƭŜŎƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎ мΣ нΣ ŀƴŘ о ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛǉǳƛŘ ǿƘŜƴ 
pressure was applied but did when the pressure was taken away. The control stayed the 
same throughout 
 
Conclusion: My prediction was incorrect because the properties of Oobleck did change 
when we applied pressure. I think it is because of the viscosity though as Oobleck is very 
viscous, but water is not. 
 
 



 
The opening to a Viking saga written by Mario Antoci 5C 
 

Erik and the Curse of Oxgard 
 

Erik was his name. Just like any other ten-year-old boy in his village, he lived with his family- 
his Viking family. Yes, that's right, Erik was a Viking! He was born in the shadow of the 
mountains, next to Norway's famous fjords.  
 
Oxgard, the village where he lived with his family and ten others was usually abundant with 
everything they needed to survive. However, on one bitterly cold day in the year of 793AD that 
stopped being the case. A different shadow now cloaked the Oxgard and every morning, Erik 
was awoken by sobs of anguished mothers who found their first-born child dead in their beds! 
Rumours started; was it a curse like the village elders said? Panic had gripped the village and 
ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƎƻΧ 
 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǎǘ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧŀǊƭΣ Ψ{ƛƎǳǊŘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎΩΣ 9Ǌƛƪ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ŦŜŀǊŦǳƭ ƻŦ ƴƻǘ 
ǿŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΦ {ǳǊŜƭȅΣ ŀǎ ƘŜƛǊ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴŜȄǘΦ  ²Ƙȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 
he died yet? Whatever the reason was, Erik was glad - it was his plan to die in battle (like many 
of his ancestors did) earning him a place in Valhalla. He had no intentions of dying in bed! 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ǊƻǎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΣ 9ǊƛƪΩǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎ ƎǊŜǿ 
angry.  
 

They were angry at the jarl, angry that it should be their child to die and not Erik and, angrier 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƧŀǊƭΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅ ŀǘ [ƛƴŘƛǎŦŀǊƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ 
be cursed. As the weeks went by and more children died, the people stopped trusting the jarl. 
His once loyal warriors turned on him, banishing him and his family to the mountains. Tears of 
ǎƘŀƳŜ Ǌŀƴ Řƻǿƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ hȄƎŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ 9Ǌƛƪ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
there, only he could save the day. He would find a way of breaking the curse. 
 

Mario Antoci 5C 
 

A recount of a Viking raid by Aarohi Auja 5S 
 

Dear Diary, 
Today was the most amazing day I have ever experienced! 
We travelled in a longboat to England to loot monasteries. Before, we only raided other boats 
but today, we went where no Viking had ever gone before-Lindisfarne.  
It was the first time I was old enough to be allowed to go on a raid. I felt so grown up and was 
proud to sit beside my three older brothers, in the galley, manning the oars. I was nervous 
about the journey but excited too! 
When we arrived, we sailed out of the mists and were ashore before those monks knew what 
was happening. As soon as we saw the land ahead, I felt like everything would start over- a 
fresh start. We got our weapons ready. Lifting our axes high, we charged but I could barely I 
could keep up with my brothers. The raid was easy for us because the monks living there were 
peaceful men and did not fight. Even I managed two slay two of the monks. Their deaths do 
not bother me as we Vikings love gold. What is so important about Christianity anyway? 
Everyone knows Odin is the most powerful. 
 

Happy with our treasure, we started our voyage home. The journey in the longboat was so 
tiring. My hand was bleeding and full of bruises, but when we arrived home, I knew it was all 
worth it. Tonight, my village will celebrate, and I will remember this day forever. 
 

Aarohi Auja- 5S 



 

Year 6  

This term, Year 6 have made so much progress both inside and outside the classroom.  A 

few weeks ago, the atmosphere in the year group was electric as children discovered 

their new schools for September and we are excited to make our final term at APS the 

best yet! 

DT ς Bomb Shelters and Stixx Workshop 

Throughout the Spring Term, the children having been learning about structures and 

what makes a stable and secure one.  We started off looking at why shelters were so 

important during the Second World War and explored in greater detail the different 

types that were available to the population of Britain and where they could be found.  

The children then used CAD (computer aided design) to 
design their Anderson shelter.  
 

¸ŜŀǊ с ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǘƛȄȄΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ 

special machine and newspaper sheets to create newspaper 

rods. The rods were then tied with cable ties to create a 

structure. The structures were based on Anderson shelters 

from World War 2. It was great to see team work and the 

children put their engineering and D.T skills into practice. It 

was also interesting for the children to hear about 

engineering in real life such as when building motorways or 

bridges. Below are some examples of the children working 

together and the structures created:  

 

Dance 
 

This term, children have surprised themselves and their teachers with their enthusiasm 

for World War TwoΩs big band music and the jive!  Children were taught some steps and 

a routine that they had to perform in pairs and then in small groups that the children 

choreographed. They had to include mirror, canon and unison within their group.  We 

were very impressed with the footwork and creativity, and enjoyed watching the 

performances. 



  

World Book Day Activities 

This year, Year 6 celebrated their final World Book Day at APS by becoming walking, 

talking book covers!  Children decorated t-shirts with their favourite book covers and 

told their classmates why they chose the book.  They also enjoyed reading about new 

books during a book tasting and voted for their favourite book that they are excited to 

read as a class.  In addition to this, children enjoyed being creative and writing all about 

!ƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Writing 

This term, children have had lots of exciting writing opportunities that linked with our 

topics of World War One and Two.  Here is a range of writing from across the year group. 

   

 By Disha 6SC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Yahya 6SC 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Mehali 6C                                                                 Ashwarya 6B 

 


