
 

The Alexandra Times 

 

Summer Term 2025 

Hello Parents, Carers and Children,  
 

It is with great pride and joy that I present to you the latest edition of The Alexandra Times, 
a celebration of the creativity, curiosity, and commitment that define our school 
community. This magazine is more than just a collection of articles and artworkτit's a 
testament to the high standards, effort, and passion that our pupils bring to their learning 
every day. 
 
Each page reflects the values we hold dear at APS: aspiring with love of knowledge, 
performing with respect for hard work, succeeding with a belief that every child has 
something unique to contribute.  
 
From thoughtful stories to inspiring projects, this edition showcases what is possible when 
young minds are encouraged to think deeply, dream boldly, and express themselves freely. 
 
As we turn these pages, let us remember the words of Nelson Mandela: 
 
"Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world." 
 
The work within The Alexandra Times is proof that our students are already making their 
markτand their journey is only just beginning. 
 
An ancient Chinese proverb says: 
 
άDƛǾŜ ŀ person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach them to fish and you feed them 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦέ 
 
At APS, we aim to do just that - to equip our pupils with the tools, curiosity, and resilience 
they need to flourish both now and in the future. This was something my dad used to say 
to me and has very much influenced me in my career. 
 
We are incredibly proud of our children and hope this magazine brings you as much joy 
and inspiration as it has brought us. Thank you for celebrating their journey with us. 
 
Enjoy the read, and thank you for supporting the remarkable talents of our children. 
 
 
All best wishes and have a lovely break, 
Mr. Norton  
 



We have mark making opportunities both 

indoors and outdoors. Here are some 

examples of the children using tools to 

explore and to ascribe meaning to the marks 

they make.  

Nursery 
The Nursery children have had a busy year in Nursery settling in to school life. They have 

gained so much confidence and are becoming more independent. The children have had 

lots of opportunities to try new experiences and learn through their play.  

Here are some examples of nursery activities and the amazing learning that has taken 

place in the Summer Term.   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

The children have opportunities throughout the 

Nursery environment and through regular group 

activities to tune into phonics and explore sounds. 

They can also visit our fun phonics table to try out 

new activities every week.  

The children also take part in a group mark 

making session where they have developed 

their skills over the year. Progressing from 

mark making and pen grip to name writing.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Story Time ς story time is an important part of our Nursery routine. We read 

stories every day and the children like to spend time in our book areas sharing 

books with their friends. The story props encourage the children to retell 

stories and use the rich story book vocabulary as they play.  

The children learnt about different boats. 

They worked hard to design, build and 

then sail their boat.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

            

        

 

The children have been very creative throughout our Water and Summer themed 

topic. They have been playing imaginatively in role, dressing up, exploring with sand 

and water and using lots of language and key vocabulary through their play.    

The children have developed lots of physical skills this year. They enjoyed 

demonstrating some of these at our sports fun and games day, including; running, 

balancing, jumping, ball skills and throwing.   

The children used lots of different art skills 

like; painting, printing and collage to create 

a range of sea creature artwork for our 

classroom display.    

The children have been building their 

confidence and developing their 

performance skills. The children choose to 

sing, dance or play a musical instrument 

either on their own or in a group and 

perform to the rest of the class.  



Reception  
In Reception, the Summer term has been full of exciting activities and learning 

opportunities. The children have had lots of fun learning with their friends. 

                      

                               

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was great excitement when 

Farmer Mark brought us some 

eggs to look after. First, we 

watched the chicks hatch in the 

incubator and then we watched 

the chicks grow and start to 

develop feathers. It was 

fascinating to watch them every 

day.   

We loved to hold them and stroke them. This gave us lots 

of ideas to write about them and to create lots of 

different art work using different media. 



 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

 

       

                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having caterpillars in the classroom was a 

huge source of interest. The children were 

fascinated to watch the caterpillars 

metamorphosis to butterflies. This 

ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

excitement when seeing wild butterflies in 

the garden. 

Watching the butterflies being 

released in the garden was so 

exciting. We saw them flutter away. 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

  

Making scrumptious fruit kebabs 

meant that the children had to use 

their fine motor skills to cut the fruit 

and thread the fruit on skewers. They 

also learnt about food hygiene and the 

importance of being clean in the 

kitchen. The best bit was eating them!  

The sports day was enjoyed by all.  The children demonstrated their ability 

to listen to instructions and develop their gross motor skills through the 

activities of running, jumping and throwing.  Importantly all the children 

joined in and tried their best.  



Year 1 
¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ progress this year has been phenomenal. We are so proud of all of the hard 

work that they have put into their learning and all of that work has definitely paid off.  

Over the summer term, we have completed some very fun activities. We have had the 

pleasure of having the Dinosaur workshop, we had our sports day and we also had our 

Seaside Workshop. It has been lots of fun. 

   

Over the last half-term, we have looked at a few lovely texts in English. The main English 

text we read this half term was ¢ƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ YŜŜǇŜǊǎΩ [ǳƴŎƘΦ This has proven to be a 

very popular text amongst the year 1s; one child saying their favourite parts were when 

άǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƎǳƭƭǎΩ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴŎƘέ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƭŀƴΦέ  

The children were able to write lovely retelling of the setting of the story before writing 

their own versions by changing the characters. So instead of seagulls they had crabs, 

puffins and sharks. This is the character description they created. 
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The children also had so much fun creating recipes for their own fictional sandwiches.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also learnt about persuasive writing and created our very own leaflets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

This term, we have learnt so much in Maths and have been building on our understanding 

through lots of hands-on activities and fun challenges.  

 



 

We explored directions by learning about quarter turns, half 

turns, and full turns, using our bodies and objects to help us 

understand how things move and change position.  

We also learnt about time, using time-related language such as 

"before," "after," and "o'clock" and were introduced to both 

analogue and digital clocks to begin telling the time.  

One of the highlights this term was our work on money. We had great fun exploring 

different coins, learning to recognise their values, and even taking part in role-play 

activities to practise using money in real-life situations. It's been a fantastic term full of 

discovery and learning! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been so busy with the foundation subjects this term. In Science this term, the 

children have been learning all about plants. They began by making predictions about 

ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ life cycle. Then, they carried out an 

exciting investigation and planted their very own bean seeds.  
 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 

wonderful to see their excitement as the plants have started to grow.  
 

This is what they look like now!  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 
This term, for History, we have spent some time investigating all about Pirates. 
  

First, we recapped on our prior knowledge, by sharing what we already know. Next, we 
studied Pirates and what qualities were needed to become a Pirate. We then progressed 
onto locating areas known in History, where pirates settled, like the Caribbean and 
Australia, in the world Atlas.  

                                         
 
 
 
Next, 

we explored the famous pirate called Blackbeard, 
we found out what his personality was like, why his 
ship and also his crew were so terrifying and how 
and why they terrorised people in their day.  
 
 
 
After that, we explored treasure maps and created 
our own treasure map for our friends to follow.             
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Linked with D&T, we designed and made a pirate pouch to keep all our pirate treasure 
and coins in. Finally, we produced a double page spread, showing all that we have learnt 
this term.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a tremendous time, taking part in the KS1 Sports morning. We thoroughly 
enjoyed the activities and having our parents watching and giving us encouragement.  
 

We thought it was successful, as we were able to work as part of a team and showed fair 
play and good team spirit towards our peers.  
 

We have had a fantastic year, taking part in weekly Sports leader challenges, during Friday 
lunchtime. This is the second  year we have had the sports leaders working with KS1 and 
we have throughly enjoyed working with them. Some of the challenges have been 
competitive but all of them have been with a focus of participation and having fun! We 
would like to say Ψǘhank youΩ to the Sports Leaders for all their hard work! 
 

 

 

 
   
 
 



Year 3 
We have been incredibly busy throughout the summer term, here are some of our 

highlights from all of the hard work we have been completing. Firstly, we take you back 

in time to Ancient Greek times. We have done a lot of learning about both ancient and 

modern Greece. When we visited Ufton Court, we learnt all about the Olympic games 

and even competed in some of the Ancient Greek sports.  

We combined our knowledge of persuasive texts with this key information to produce a 

persuasive poster inviting people to attend these ancient games.  

Ammaar then continued with his amazing Ancient Greece work and produced a scroll 

about the most famous Ancient Greek, Alexander the Great.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Through our Science topic, we have learnt about Light and Shadows. We have studied 

how light is made and developed our understanding of how it travels in straight lines. 

Here Aarohi (3C) has produced a double-page spread demonstrating this core 

knowledge. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In writing we have learnt about persuasive texts. We learnt about how exaggeration can 

be used and how we can use this as a persuasive feature. Here is an example from 

5ŀƛǾƛƪΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǳŀǎƛǾŜ ǘŜȄǘΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀ 

Primary School.  

 

We then combined all of this 

knowledge to produce some more 

persuasive texts convincing people to 

go on holiday to Greece.  

 

 

 

 

 

Terrific tri ps and clubs.  

This section will tell you all about the 

most terrific and exhilarating trips 

and clubs that only Alexandra 

Primary School offers you. It has 

everything, even for younger children.  

Daivik 3C  

 

Tasty food  

Come and enjoy lots of tasty food. Thereõs 

food like, f eta cheese (which is 

amazing), olives, flatbread, Hummus, 

(a type of sauce) Tzatziki and some 

Greek Yoghurt with honey. Some of the 

most exotic foods around. If you can, 

come and witness how olive oil is made. 

Why wouldnõt you want to come?  

Sarasi 3C  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Now for the even more creative 

segment, we have been very busy 

planning, drafting and producing 

our own Ancient Greece themed 

comic books. We have learnt 

about the difference of speech 

and thought bubbles. We have 

mapped out our stories and have 

been incredibly busy producing 

them.  

 

 

 
 

 

You can always go and visit the temple 

of Athena in Athens. Do you want to 

know something? I will tell you! There 

was once a girl named Medusa  and she 

had her head turned into snakes by the 

goddess Athena. But Iõm not going to 

tell you why that happened, you will 

have to come to Athens to find out why!  

Zaina 3C  

 

In Greece, itõs like a tropical paradise. 

You can go and look at the Acropolis 

and more places. You definitely have to 

try their food, it is so fresh, especially 

the delectable cheese. It is so 

scrumptious and will melt in your 

mouth.  

Now, what do you say  about going to 

Greece?  

Aishwarya 3C  

 

Wiki 3C 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Noah 3B 

Keziah  3M Yasmina 3C 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Finally, we have some brilliant cushions 

that have been constructed by members 

of 3M. They had to work incredibly hard 

to perfect their running and cross 

stitches to produce this product.  

 

Naunika 3M 

Ibrahim 3M Ruhma 3M 



Year 4 
Art ς Mosaics 

In Art, the children enjoyed looking at a variety 

of images of Ancient Roman mosaics 

discussing what they noticed (common 

features, themes, designs and materials of 

mosaics) and which their favourite one was and why.   

As a class we discussed the History of mosaics and their different purposes (Why might 

hot countries such as Tunisia have more examples of mosaics than other countries?).   

Children created images by replicating a given mosaic, using coloured paper cut into 

tesserae. The children created their own image from Roman 

History, many depicted the eruption of Mount Vesuvius, using 

coloured paper tiles.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Romans 

In History, we studied the Roman era. We learnt about some of the significant events that 

happened during this time and how the people and the interventions affect our lives 

today.  We also investigated an ancient civilization (Roman). We thought about what skills 

and qualities were needed to be a Roman solider and demonstrated our knowledge by 

applying for the role in the Roman army. Would you give us the job? 

 

 

Science ς Sound 

The children have been learning about our new unit of Animals including Humans where 
we are focusing on sound and how we hear things.  We discussed how sound travels and 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨvibrationsΩ. The children enjoyed acting out the vibrations whilst feeling their 
vocal cords.  They used a map of the school to note down the sound level in each area 
and we discussed which was the loudest section of the school.   
 
 
 



 
We looked closer at the ear and labelled the different parts and explored their functions. 
Using this knowledge, the children explored pitch, investigating how high and low sounds 
are made on a variety of musical instruments from the wind, percussion and string 
families. Children have enjoyed learning that sound gets quieter as the distance between 
the sound source and your ear increases. They tested their prediction that sound travels 
as vibrations and the further they have to travel the more the particles vibrate and 
therefore the sound gets quieter by carrying out a talking telephone experiment.   
 

 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electricity 

The children learnt about electricity in the final half term of Year 4, they looked at the 
different ways electricity is generated from mains to battery powered and identified the 
components (including wires, bulbs, buzzers, motors and switches) of a working circuit.  
They enjoyed investigating the difference between complete and incomplete circuits 
using scientific diagrams to build a variety of circuits using wires, batteries and bulbs to 
test their predictions.   
 
The children also enjoyed planning and carrying out an experiment to test whether 
electrical materials are electrical conductors or insulators.  They used these components 
to build working circuits.  They considered why it might be impractical for circuits to be 
complete all the time and how circuits can be turned off. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
English - Poetry, Historical Narratives and Newspaper Reports have been focused on by 
the Year 4 Children this Summer. The themes were built around Ancient Rome and the 
Romans ς using events ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ CƛǊŜ ƻŦ wƻƳŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ±ŜǎǳǾƛǳǎ ƛƴ 
tƻƳǇŜƛƛΩ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦ 

 
 
 
     Newspaper Report by Anshuka - 4B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                           A Narrative about the Escape from  
                                                                                          ±ŜǎǳǾƛǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ōȅ                       
                                                                                                                     Yusuf - 4C 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Narrative ς 9ǎŎŀǇŜ ŦǊƻƳ tƻƳǇŜƛƛ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ .ƛǊŘΩǎ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
by Eleena- 4C 

 
 
Orienteering ς Summer 1 

In PE, this term, the children participated in different orienteering tasks. The children 

learnt to use and follow directional language as well as using maps to find various 

objects and routes.  They had the opportunity to use a compass and plan routes 

throughout the half term. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children were asked to recognise and use symbols on a map and identify what they 

represent. The activity required good team work, collaboration with their teammates in 

order to apply and solve various problems.  

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Geography 

 
We have studied Europe and, in particular, Italy and the UK. Here are some Double Page 
Spreads, demonstrating the learning in this topic. 


