
 

The Alexandra Times 

 

Hello Parents, Carers and Children,  
 

As we come to the end of another remarkable school year, it is a pleasure to reflect on everything 
that Alexandra Primary School has achieved together. From the very first days of September, 
when our children returned eager to learn, to the exciting final weeks of the summer term, our 
school has been full of energy, ambition and opportunity. Throughout the year, our children have 
truly lived our school aims of Aspire, Perform, Succeed. 
 

Learning has extended far beyond the classroom. Pupils have enjoyed a wide range of educational 
visits, including museums, local places of worship, Bekonscot Model Village, STEM events at St 
Mary's University, sporting competitions and workshops with visiting authors and experts. These 
experiences have enriched the curriculum, inspired curiosity and helped children develop 
confidence, resilience and a love of learning. 
 

Reading has remained at the heart of everything we do. Through World Book Day, National 
Storytelling Week, the National Year of Reading, author visits, family reading events and the 
continued development of our reading culture, we have strengthened our commitment to 
ensuring every child develops as a confident, enthusiastic reader. It has been wonderful to see 
parents, carers and staff working together to foster a lifelong love of books. 
 

This year has also been one of community. Parents and carers have embraced new ways of 
working with the school through the Arbor App, reading events, workshops, volunteering 
opportunities and fundraising. Together, our school community has raised over £7,400 through 
discos, sponsored events, raffles and other activities. These funds will directly benefit our children 
through new playground equipment, shade sails and further enrichment opportunities, 
demonstrating once again what can be achieved when we work together. 
 

Across every year group, children have demonstrated outstanding enthusiasm, creativity and 
determination. Whether performing in concerts and assemblies, exploring science, producing 
beautiful artwork, competing in sporting events or developing their writing and mathematical 
skills, they have approached every challenge with positivity and pride. Their achievements this 
year reflect not only their hard work, but also the dedication of our staff and the unwavering 
support of families. 
 

The APS Times celebrates these successes and captures some of the many memorable moments 
that have made this year so special. While these pages cannot include every achievement, they 
provide a wonderful snapshot of a school community where children are encouraged to dream 
big, work hard and enjoy learning every day. 
 

Thank you to our pupils, parents, carers, governors and staff for making this such a successful 
year. We hope you enjoy looking back at these highlights and celebrating all that Alexandra 
Primary School has accomplished together. Here's to another year of aspiring, performing and 
succeeding.   Enjoy the break and return refreshed, recharged and ready to tackle all that next 
year is going to bring.  
 
Mr. Norton  
 



We have mark making opportunities both 

indoors and outdoors. Here are some 

examples of the children using tools to 

explore and to ascribe meaning to the 

marks they make.  

Spring Term 2026 

Nursery 
The Nursery children have had a busy year in Nursery settling into school life. They have gained so much 

confidence and are becoming more independent. The children have had lots of opportunities to try new 

experiences and learn through their play.  

Here are some examples of nursery activities and the amazing learning that has taken place.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have opportunities throughout the 

Nursery environment and through regular group 

activities to tune into phonics and explore sounds. 

They can also visit our fun phonics table to try out 

new activities every week.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

The children have been developing their gross motor 

skills outside as well as engaging in role-play, music 

making, planting and many other outdoor activities.   

Story Time ς story time is an important part of our Nursery routine. We read 

stories every day and the children like to spend time in our book areas sharing 

books with their friends. The story props then encourage the children to retell 

stories and use the rich story book vocabulary as they play.  

The children learnt 

about different boats. 

They worked hard to 

design, build and then 

sail their boat.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

           

 

        

 

 

                                                                                                  

The children have engaged in lots of 

different role play experiences. This 

includes a hospital, farm shop and a 

fish and chip shop to name a few, 

providing lots of opportunities to use 

language and play in role with peers.    

To bring our sea creature and water topic to a close 

the children ordered an ice cream from the ice 

cream parlour and sat with friends to enjoy it before 

taking part in team circle games.  

The children have been working hard to develop 

their fine motor skills. This is mostly through 

playdough, action songs, hand exercises and daily 

fine motor building exercises. Here are some 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƴŀƳŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦ   



Reception             
In Reception, the Summer Term has been filled with exciting activities, memorable experiences, and 

wonderful learning opportunities. The children have thoroughly enjoyed exploring new ideas, 

developing their skills and learning alongside their friends.                       

                               

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

The children loved holding the chicks and gently stroking them. These special experiences inspired them 

to write about the chicks and create a variety of artwork using a range of different materials and 

techniques. 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was great excitement when 

Farmer Mark brought us some 

eggs to look after. We eagerly 

watched as the chicks hatched in 

the incubator, before observing 

them grow stronger each day and 

begin to develop their feathers. It 

was a fascinating experience 

enjoyed by all.  



Having caterpillars in the classroom was a wonderful source of curiosity and excitement. The children 

ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜǊǇƛƭƭŀǊǎΩ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜǘŀƳƻǊǇƘƻǎƛǎ ƛƴǘƻ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ 

butterflies. This experience sparked their interest in the natural world and brought even more 

excitement as they spotted wild butterflies visiting our garden. 

 

 

                               

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making delicious fruit kebabs was a wonderful hands-on learning experience. The children developed 

their fine motor skills as they carefully cut the fruit and threaded the pieces onto skewers. They also 

learned about the importance of food hygiene and keeping clean and safe in the kitchen. The highlight, 

of course, was enjoying their delicious creations!                                                          

                         

9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΩǎ {ǇƻǊǘǎ 5ŀȅΗ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ 

skills, enthusiasm and determination as they took part in a range of exciting activities. They developed 

their gross motor skills through running, jumping, and throwing challenges. It was a lovely morning 

with a wonderful atmosphere, made even more special by the many families who came along to 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

     

 

 

 

                                                                                  

 

Watching the butterflies being 

released into the garden was a truly 

exciting moment. The children 

watched with delight as the 

butterflies spread their wings and 

fluttered away into the sunshine. 



Year 1 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ŜŀǊ мΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ excellent stamina for 

writing and are writing longer pieces of work. The children have made lots of progress and are now able 

to write in lots of different genres and write at length. During English in Summer term children were 

asked to write stories based on ¢ƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ YŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ [ǳƴŎƘ. The children used descriptive language, 

remembering correct punctuation to describe the events of the story and have a clear beginning, middle 

and end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 have continued to identify the difference between fiction and non-fiction writing. After their story 

writing, they moved on to writing instructions about making a sandwich using their knowledge from the 

story to help them. The children learnt how to lay out a set of instructions and what information to 

include. Finally, this term, the children have begun writing persuasive leaflets to persuade someone to 

visit the seaside. 

 

 



 

In their Science lessons this term, children have been learning about different plants. They learned about 

planting beans and went ahead and planted beans in tissue with water to see how they would sprout 

and grow over the course of 3 weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In History we have looked at Mary Anning and her story of finding fossils on the Jurassic Coast. We looked 

at her story and thought about the Geography of the Jurassic Coast and what features we could notice 

on the coastline and whether these were physical or human. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We also really enjoyed our workshop with Chertsey Museum on Seasides of the Past, with lots of fun 

activities such as shell picture making, a Punch and Judy show and dressing up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 2 
  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2  

In Maths, we have enjoyed our practical lessons this term learning all about measure. We explored and 

measured different items found within our classroom using our rulers and meter sticks to measure 

different objects accurately using cm and m.  We explored the importance of starting at zero on the 

ruler, holding it tightly so that it did not move and getting down to the level we are measuring the item 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ hΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ ƘŀƭŦ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ 

past and quarter to on an analogue clock. The children also explored and measured capacity, we enjoyed 

measuring the different amounts of liquid into containers and using a recipe to create our very own class 

potions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lƴ !ǊǘΣ ǿŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΣ ǿŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ ±ŀƴ DƻƎƘ Ψ{ǳƴŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΩΦ ²Ŝ 

discussed the colours and shapes he used and used observational drawings to replicate this famous 

painting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This term for History, we have spent some time investigating Pirates. First, we recapped on our prior 

knowledge by sharing what we already know. Next, we studied Pirates and what qualities were needed 

to become a Pirate. We then progressed onto locating areas known in History, where pirates settled, 

like the Caribbean and Australia, in the world Atlas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next, we explored the famous pirate called Blackbeard, we found out what his personality was like, why 

his ship and his crew were so terrifying and how and why they terrorised people in their day. After that, 

we explored treasure maps and created our own treasure map for our friends to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In DT, the children investigated different containers that are used by pirates to carry their money, the 

children looked at wallets, purses and pouches and discussed what was good and could be even better 

with each one. The children enjoyed learning and practicing their running stitch on hessian strips and 

using their sewing skills to pouch to keep all our pirate treasure and coins in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In computing, the children have enjoyed creating a space-themed animation using the Stop Motion 

Studio App. They worked in small groups developing their planning, decision-making skills as well as 

communication skills to create their animation.  They had to consider several things when creating their 

work including keeping the tablet steady, ensuring they have all the background in the shot and that no 

hands are in the shot. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

For Writing we have covered a whole host of genres. Here are examples from our Instructions and our 

Pirate Narratives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3  
In writing, Year 3 have been learning all about comic strips. We explored the features of comics, including 

characters, settings, speech bubbles, thought bubbles, captions and sound effects. The children enjoyed 

looking at how pictures and words can work together to tell an exciting story. 

After exploring different comic strips and discussing what makes them effective, the children planned 

and created their very own comics. They worked hard to develop creative characters, interesting 

storylines and imaginative illustrations. It has been wonderful to see their creativity and enthusiasm 

shine through in their finished work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term in Geography, Year 3 have been learning all about Greece! We explored where Greece is located, its 

ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ 

climate, landscape, culture and some of its famous landmarks. 

To show what they have learned, the children produced their own informative double-page spreads. They 

carefully selected and organised facts, added maps, illustrations and pictures, and presented their learning in 

creative and engaging ways. It has been faƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŦƻǊ DǊŜŜŎŜ 

develop throughout the topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This term, Year 3 have enjoyed designing and making their own cushions as part of their Design and 

Technology learning. They explored different fabrics, practised sewing techniques, and learned how to 

join materials safely and carefully. The children created their own designs, thinking about colour, pattern 

and purpose before bringing their ideas to life. Throughout the project they showed creativity, resilience, 

and excellent problem-solving skills, taking great pride in their finished cushions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 were delighted to welcome a guest author, who shared her inspiring book with the children and 

talked about the writing process and where she gets her ideas from. The visit encouraged the children 

to think about how stories can inspire positive change. As part of the session, the children created 

posters about one thing they would like to change in the world. They shared thoughtful ideas on topics 

such as protecting the environment, helping others and promoting kindness. It was a wonderful 

opportunity to develop their creativity, reflect on important issues and be inspired by a real-life 

author. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term, Year 3 have thoroughly enjoyed learning to play the ukulele. They have developed their musical skills 

by learning how to hold the instrument correctly, play simple chords, and keep a steady rhythm. The children 

have worked hard to perform a range of songs, building their confidence and listening skills along the way. They 

have shown enthusiasm, perseverance and excellent teamwork during each lesson, and it has been wonderful 

to see their progress and enjoyment of making music together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 
In Science, we used our knowledge about simple series circuits to investigate which materials are 
electrical conductors and which are insulators. Conductors are materials that allow the flow of 
electricity. Insulators do not. We tested a range of materials around the classroom and observed that  
all the conductors were made of metal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

In Geography, we have focused on Europe and in particular, on Italy and the UK. We looked at the human 

and physical features and compared some of these features. Here are some colourful and informative 

end-of-unit posters, demonstrating the learning in this topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In EnglishΣ ǿŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ CƛǊŜ ƻŦ wƻƳŜΩ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 

independent task. Here are some examples of our completed newspaper reports. 

Rome Rumbles Down!  

- Claudia Minerva (aka Saisha, 4H)  

Last week, a giant, devastating fire 

burned down most of Rome and turned 

wives into widows, while children became 

orphans.  

Some people are claiming that, 

apparently, Emperor Nero sent out his 

agents with orders to pretend to be drunk 

and to set Rome on fire! Another popular 

theory is that our enemies, the 

Christians, first set fire to small huts 

which slowly spread to gargantu an 

mansions. Children were horrified to even 

glance back at the destruction of their 

homes as they fled to the three remaining 

untouched districts.  

A local Christian merchant (Alberto, 40) 

told us, "I cannot believe that those 

knucklehead Romans are blaming us! 

May Jesus punish them!"  

Speaking of which, ongoing investigations 

through the 28 affected districts suggest 

that the fire was intentionally started on 

the 12th of July.   

Surprisingly, the flames lasted for six 

days and only died down last Sunday.  

"I cannot believe that Emperor Nero 

actually was lounging 35 miles away in 

Antium while our homes burned!" 

complained Lucius (14), whose family 

have been left homeless.  

Our investigations into how this fire 

started continues; will Nero help rebuild 

our lost city, or will he just sit back and 

enjoy the show? 

 

 

 

ROME PERISHES IN FLAMES!  

-Pranay (4H)  

 

Yesterday, a devastating fire broke out in 

Rome, where colossal flames consumed 

homes and shops. The fire started near 

the circus and spread inexorably across 

Rome.  There is no evidence so we donõt 

know who or what is responsible, but we 

will know soon.  

It is thought the fire spread because of 

the strong winds and highly flammable 

objects.  It was already bad but it got 

worse since the houses were made out of  

timber which fuelled the blaze. Thick 

smoke floated over the city. People 

struggled to escape since they couldnõt 

see anything. Streets became crowded 

and chaotic with all the frightened 

citizens trying to escape.  

Survivors searched for shelter outside the 

city walls. Entire neighbourhoods were 

burned to ashes by the relentless flames. 

Many residents are traumatised by this 

experience. The result of this inferno is 

that huge parts of Rome are now in 

ruins.  

òThe smoke was so thick that we could 

hardly see where we were going,ó a 

witness explained. òIt was so chaotic; 

everybody was trying to help each other,ó 

said a resident. òI have never seen 

anything so terrifying,ó said a young 

child.  

We do not yet know what the full 

consequences of this tragedy will be. We 

do know that many people are now 

homeless and hundreds died in this 

horrible fire.  

  



Gunnersbury Museum  

by Praneet (4S) 

Gunnersbury Museum, which is hundred years old, was the location for our workshop so on Wednesday 

3rd  

June 2026, our class walked down sensibly to Hounslow East tube station. I got on the Piccadilly Tube 

and I sat down with my friends. I talked until we got to Acton Town tube station. After we got out of the 

station, we walked until we got to the gate leading into Gunnersbury Park and Museum. Someone called 

Greg showed us to our room and we put our bags down. Interestingly, we then got to spend most of the 

morning exploring the park! 

We walked past a beautiful pond where ducks and swans were swimming gracefully. Also, there was a 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƳŜ ŀ ƭƻǘΦ L ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΗ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ƭǳƴŎƘΣέ L ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘŜŘ 

but also I was starving!  

When we got back to our room, I went straight into my lunch. It was delicious! My lunch was 2 flat 

peaches, 2 cucumber sandwiches, and 2 home-made biscuits. Guess what happened next? We played 

Uno Flip. I won every time because I'm house champion at my house. Next, we walked down to our 

workshop. Greg, the person who showed us to our room, was doing our workshop. We started on a high 

note and we ended on a high note.  

First, he talked about the Celts and I learned something. Then he talked about Romans and their 

invasions of Britain. My friend, Bruce, got to be Julius Caesar. Greg told us about the failed invasions by 

the Romans before they succeeded in their invasion. He told us about the leader of the Iceni tribe, 

Boudicca, and Afia got to dress up as her. 

*********  

Gunnersbury park school trip 

by Haris (4S) 

On Wednesday the 3rd of June 2026, we went to Gunnersbury Park and Museum. It was a lovely 

experience. I will be talking about our exciting workshop at Gunnersbury Park Museum. 

The workshop experience 

During our workshop, we had loads of fun activities and learned new things. The first activity we 

completed was about the invasion of Britain. One of my classmates had to dress up as the fearless leader 

Boudicca. She had 2 daughters but, in the end, she had to kill them both. Next, we learned about Julius 

/ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŀŘŜ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎƳŀǘŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŘǊŜǎǎ ǳǇ ŀǎ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǳƴƛŎ 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƻƎŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Wǳƭƛǳǎ /ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŦƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇƭƻǘǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀōōŜŘ ƘƛƳ 

using some daggers. 

The armoury experience in the workshop 

After all that came my favourite part: the armoury! First of all, my friend had to dress up as a centurion 

and got to control us (we were the shieldsmen). He was very bossy. Even the teachers had a go but I 

think we were better.  

 

 

 



The beauty workshop 

Next, we learned about some of the beauty tips from the Romans. We learned about how wax and oil 

products melted and reacted in the sauna. It was pretty disgusting. They would have to scrape it of using 

metal. Here is a weird fact: other girls would use the scraped oil and put it in their hair! Disgusting! 

The foody workshop 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŜƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇŀǊǘΥ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘΗ ¢ƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭǳȄǳǊȅΦ bǳƳōŜǊ 

one, they would lie down on a carpet. Number two, the slaves sometimes held the food above them. 

Number three, they had slaves to get the food for them! They were some healthy eaters but not very 

nice ones. 

 

The Stolen River 

Year 3 and 4 had the privilege of having author Anoopreet Kaur Rehncy, come into school to read her 

ōƻƻƪΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǘƻƭŜƴ wƛǾŜǊΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

empathy and confidence when expressing their beliefs, just like the main character in the book. It was 

wonderful to see the children engage in the workshops, make posters and letters about causes they 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƻ 

enthusiastic about their ideas and to hear the range of questions they had to kick-start their own 

journeys as authors!  

We are very lucky that the author has exclusively issued our school a 20% discount to purchase the 

book from her website. Every purchase helps plant a tree in Panjab, the setting for this book, and 

supports reforestation efforts. 

Through rhyming verse and culturally rich imagery, The Stolen River introduces children to water rights, 

celebrates the power of people standing together, and encourages them to use their voices to create 

extraordinary change.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dawood from 4P was ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǘƻƭŜƴ 

wƛǾŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ aǊ bƻǊǘƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΗ  

 

 

Dear Mayor, 

I am writing to ask you to return our river because it is one of the most important natural 

resources our community has. After reading The Stolen River by Anoopreet Kaur Rehncy and 

listening to her speak at my school, I learned how devastating it is when people lose access 

to the water they have depended on for generations. Her powerful story helped me 

understand why rivers must be protected and why communities should always have a voice 

when decisions affect their future. 

Firstly, the people of Punjab, India, have relied on rivers for hundreds of years. Rivers provide 

clean drinking water, help farmers grow crops such as wheat and rice, and allow animals to 

survive. When a river is taken away, families lose their livelihoods and can no longer produce 

enough food. As a result, many people struggle to support their families, and the whole 

community suffers from the loss of this precious resource. 

Secondly, the river is also home to countless fish, birds, and other wildlife. Without enough 

water, these animals lose their habitats and many cannot survive. Trees, flowers, and crops 

begin to die because they no longer receive the water they need. Consequently, the 

environment becomes damaged, and it may take many years for nature to recover. Protecting 

rivers means protecting every living thing that depends on them. 

Furthermore, The Stolen River explains how thousands of people joined together in one of 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

courage, determination, and hope because they believed everyone deserves clean water. 

Their peaceful actions showed that ordinary people can inspire change when they stand 

together for what is fair and just. 

Moreover, returning the river would benefit everyone. Farmers could grow healthy crops 

again, families would have reliable access to clean water, and wildlife would have a safe place 

to live. Future generations would also learn the importance of protecting the environment 

instead of allowing it to be damaged. A healthy river creates a healthy community and a 

brighter future for everyone. 

Finally, I respectfully ask you to listen to the voices of the people who have been affected and 

make the right decision. Please return the river so that families, farmers, children, and wildlife 

can thrive once again. Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. I sincerely hope you 

will choose kindness, fairness, and responsibility by giving us our river back. 

Yours sincerely,  

Dawood Kaka 



Year 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Hibba and the dreadful Tudors- Anshuka 5S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hibba and the dreadful Tudors- Anshuka 5S 

Hibba- the keen, confident and positive year 5 student- had been counting 

down the days when she could attend the year 5 trip to the vast, tranquil 

River Thames. As she stepped out of the hectic coach, the bright, hot sun 

was gleaming at her. She was keen to investigate ancient, old artifacts that 

could be found there. At the moment she arrived, she felt an atmosphere 

filled of pride. Aroma of flowers and neutral nature. Moving forward and 

deeper, the cobbled stones were crunching. The shallow sand was sinking. 

Abruptly, a gigantic, colossal pebble had hit poor Hibbaõs black, sparkly 

boots. As she rapidly and desperately lifted her foot, she had saw a 

magnificent, valuable artefact. She keenly picked it up but disappeared! 

She had just realised that she was in the Tudor Era! Hibba had found 

herself strolling inside a forest with a variety of wild animals. She had a 

complete, blank mind but had fright in her soul. Hibba had accidentally 

trudged into the war of the roses! 

òOi! Who is that?ó 

òChase after that solider!ó they yelled with fury. 

At that current moment, the brave, valiant soldiers of King Henry VII were 

chasing after terror- stricken Hibba. 

òPst, Pst come here,ó whispered a Tudor girl named Sahar. 

òWho are you? Why are you making me get into the bush?ó 

òThy should be grateful,ó Sahar replied with a sigh. 

òBut... butéó Hibba insisted. 

òJust shush!ó 

Unfortunately, it was too late. The soldiers had overheard themé! 

òThy ought to run now!ó Sahar exclaimed furiously. Hibba obeyed and 

started to run (as her life depended on it). As she was running, she felt the 

same pebble in her hand but had accidently dropped the pebble on the 



narrow, rigid road. When she kneeled to pick it up, she had been transported 

back to the modern world. 

òWe need to talk!ó What happened and where were you?ó Miss Sheikh 

shrieked. 

òMissé IéI..,ó Hibba said with a crackling voice. In the corner Miss Sheikhõs 

eye, she had noticed a reflection of the soldiers who had been looking for 

her. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soft Toys 

In DT this term, Year 5 have been making stuffed toys designed as a christening gift for 

baby Edward Tudor. Here are some of the completed pieces: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


